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Ready Aye Ready

Flagship HMCS Athabaskan departing Halifax for the Persian Gulf.

And so it was that following an extraordinary two
weeks of accelerated preparation, Canada's contri
bution to the combined naval force in the Persian
Gulf-HMCS Athabaskan, HMCS Terra Nova, and
HMCS Protecteur-departed from Halifax on a per
fect summer afternoon in August.
Many thousands lined the harbour shores to bid the
squadron farewell, with flags flying, bands playing,
politicians speaking, and a rousing three cheers as
the ships slipped out to sea. A motley flot;lIa of

pleasure boats provided an escort, one of which
displayed a large sign which read "Down the Drain
with Saddam Hussein".
Many Second World War and Korean War naval
veterans were there, remembering other ships and
other times when they, too, sailed forth in the de
fence of peace and the defeat of naked aggression.
This time, however, there was a marked difference.
This time, as a result of TV coverage the whole world
knew how many ships were b€)jng deployed, how
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many service personnel were involved, what new
weapons had been added to the arsenal, and ap
proximately when the ships would reach their desti
nation.
As many remarked, in previous times there were no
fanfares, no cheers from dockside, only a handful
knew the details of the operation, and more often
than not the weather was "lousy". All of which raises
the question that jf television technology had been
as advanced then as it is now, would we have fought
a different war?
As Athabaskan, Terra Nova and Protecteur sailed
past, the veterans on board HMCS Sackville watched
with4mmeflse-pride, many· wishing they were-yaung'
again and part of the action. One of them suggested
that a signal be sent from Sackville to the Squadron
to wish the ships and their companies good luck and
God-speed in their undertaking. The signal was
sent.
On the humorous side, and yet with at least a slight
under-current of yearning, a subsequent signal was
sent from Sackville to the Flagship Athabaskan.
"Request permission to fall in astern". The answer
came quickly: "Roger".
Emotions were high, and provided a reminder of a
letter originally published in The Bowline, the news
letter of the NOAC, Calgary 8ranch. It was written by
Suzanne Lajoie, A1BINFO, CFB, Halifax. Her thought
ful words seem to say it all. It reads as follows:
"I had occasion a couple of days ago to escort an
older gent,leman, his wife and friends into our dock
yard to enable him to have a look at HMCS
SACKVILLE. He was a veteran of World War II and
haasailecronavesselmuch 'IiketheSACKVILLE-in'

Annual General Meeting
The 1990 Annual General Meeting of the Trust was
held on June 28th in the Stadacona Wardroom
Officers' Mess. Ninety-six Trustees, some from as
far away as British Columbia, were in attendance. All
in all, a very happy occasion.
This year the AGM was timed to coincide with the
opening of the world class Nova Scotia International
Tattoo on June 30th. Approximately 150 Trustees,
family members and friends attended this annual

wartime on the run from St. John's t-o Ireland.
It is hard to describe the look on that man's face
when he saw the old ship sitting dockside. Partially,
I guess, it was pure joy at seeing something that
brought back so many bittersweet memories to him,
but there was also just a touch of sorrow remember
ing all the comrades with whom he had sailed, many
of whom never returned. He stood in the gangway
and requested his friend to take his picture. I could
tell that he was not seeing the destroyer that was
behind the photographer, or the sunny skies over
Halifax harbour, but the cold North Atlantic, the
depth charg'es, the merchantmen his ship was es
corting, and feeling the ever-present threat of sub
-'marine attack.
.
I lost count of the number of times that he or his party
thanked me for enabling them to return to this
memorial of a war which ended 45 years ago. I only
knew that I felt immeasurably thankful that I was the
one who was able to ensure that his trip from Alberta,
mainly to see this ship, was not in vain.
Many people these days are sayi ng we should forget
World War II, perhaps because they think we are
glorifying war. I don't know how we can lose sight of
the fact that this man, and so many thousands like
him, went out in these small ships or fought in the
fields in Europe or flew the skies over Germany and
are still alive today to remember. As long as a few
such veterans remain, those of us who have never
known war in our lives should allow them to remem
ber what it was like and to tell their stories. We can
only hope it all will help us to ensure that it never
happens again."
Canada's part of that assurance is now in the Per
sian Gurf:
--.-.

spectacle en masse. The idea of holding the AGM at
the time of thG Tattoo was so successful that repeat
arrangements will be made next year.
One of the highlights of the AGM was the appoint
ment of Captain V.W. Howland RCN (Ret'd) as an
Honorary Life Trustee, in recognition of the out
standing contribution he has made since the incep
tion of the HMCS Sackville restoration program in
1982.
Vern Howland has now stepped down from the
Board after eight years as the Director responsible
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for restoration and maintenance.
Throughout those years he provided ex
ceptional leadership and dedication in
the planning and execution of many res
toration projects which have made HMCS
Sackville what she is today.
Vice-Admiral J.A. Fulton RCN (Ret'd)
has also stepped down as Chairman of
the Board following five years of spirited
leadership, during which much was ac
complished thanks to his efforts. Vice
Admiral Fulton will remain on the Board
as a Director and Past Chairman. His
successor is Commodore AC. McMillin
HCN (Ret'd).
For your information, the following is a
list of Members of the Board of Directors
for 1990/91:

Vlce·Admiral J.A. Fulton presenting Captain V.W. Howland with his
Honorary Life Trustee certificate at theAnlilual General Meeting In June.

CMDRE AC. McMillin, ReN, Ret'd-Director and
Chairman
VADM J.A Fulton, RCN, Aet'd-Director and Past
Chairman
To Be Announced-Director and Vice Chairman
CPO 1/C R.W. Aldhelm-White, RCN, Ret'd-Director
and Representative of the RCNA
LCDR Maxwell F. Corkum, RCNR, Ret'd-Director
and Commanding Officer HMCS Sackville
Captain H.L. Davies, RCN, Het'd-Director and Na
tional Council Liaison Officer
Mr. Stewart Drury-Director and Legal Counsel
Mr. Gerald G. Etienne-Director and Waterfront
Development Liaison Officer
Captain G.H. Hayes, RCN, Ret'd-Director
Mr. R.S. King-Director
Captain J. Kevin Power, RCN, Ret'd-Director and
Chairman Audio-Visual Interpretive Committee
Mr. Frank P. Stailey-Director and Information Officer
LCDR L. Ross Wagener, RCN, Aet'd-Director Res
toration and Maintenance
CDR H. Russell Wilcox, RCN, Ret'd-Director; Sec
retary and Representative of NOAC

Ex-Officio Members of Board
Mr. Don Cameron-Treasurer
CMDRE L.C.A. Westropp--Representative of Com
mander Maritime Command
CP01 R. Carroll-Representative of Commander
Maritime Command
Mr. David Fleming-Director Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic
LT Fred McKee'7Presidcnt Atlantic Chief and Petty
Officers' Association

During his visit to Halifax to attend the Annual
General Meeting, Lieutenant Commander Alan Easton
took time out to face the video camera, and relate
many of his experiences at sea.
His recollections cover a period of time from his
youth as a Sea Cadet In HMS Conway, while serving
in the merchant fleet during the pre-war years in all
corners of the world, to his Second World War
experiences as CO of HMCS Sackville and HMCS
Saskatch ewa n.
The video tape will be made available for viewing on
board Sackville. It's a colourful chronicle of the life
and times of Alan Easton, and we thank him for
taking the time to add this interesting page to the
ship's archives.

Sunset Ceremony and
Reception
As has now become the custom, the Trust again this
year sponsored a presentation of the Sunset Cere
mony and Ceremony of Flags, together with a recep
tion on board HMCS Sackville on August 4th, as part
of the Halifax Natal Day Weekend celebrations.
The reception was very well attended, then at 2000
the cadets from HMCS Acadia performed the Sunset
Ceremony and Ceremony of Flags with precision and
pride. Several hundred people gathered on the jetty
for this colourful annual event.
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Fron, tl1e Other Side

HMCSSackvllle In Conception Bay, Newfoundland In May 1942. Photo taken from HMCS Cam rose by then SILt. John Roue.

During the past three years, Ed O'Connor, of Sutton
West, Ontario has generously allowed us to publish
some of the hundreds of Second World War stories
he's collected from Canadian, British, Norwegian,
and other sailors who served in corvettes in the
Atlantic and Mediterranean theatres.
Recently he forwarded a very interesting story which
. came his way frortf"Bili Harriso~ri, who'served in the
Royal Navy in HMS Marigold. Harrison had heard
from a Commander Ey, formerly of the German
Navy, who in 1941 was the CO of U433 which at that
time was operating in the Mediterranean. These are
his words:
"About 1'0 days after we had entered the Mediterra
nean we contacted the "Marigold" and started for a
favourable firing position. When we had reached it
we fired three torpedoes and waited for the explo
sion, but in vain. They were set too deep, because,
by night, we had estimated your ship as a light
cruiser instead of a corvette. Unfortunately for us,
the torpedoes caused a phosphorescing trace in the
water so that your captain, seeing it, turned his boat

abruptly on the point and rushed towards our posi
tion. I myself turned, still trying to fire our back
torpedo but without success. Now we were forced to
run off, followed from a series of star-shells, so that
we went down by "alarm-diving". You dropped some
distant bombs causing few damages. On a depth of
about 300 feet we creeped along, avoiding any
noise. As we heard nothing from the enemy, we
made a-test, starting up our draining pumps for a
moment. But nothing occurred. Therefore we went
slowly upwards until I prepared to drive out our
night-periscope. In this moment we heard your boat
rushing towards us and running over our position.
Your captain, an old "professional", had done noth·
ing but wait, lying without any movement. And now
he dropped a package of bombs around us, while
we were not more than 100 feet u.nder the surface.
The result was devastating. We shot steeply down
on about 400 feet-around us nothing but destruc
tion. From our group of 6 compressed-air-bottles
only one was left undamaged so that we were able
to shoot up to the surface with the rest of 25
atmosphere pressure.

._--------------~-
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When appearing there, we were received by salvos
of gunfire from the "Marigold", circling around us
while I tried to help my crew out of the deadly
wounded boat. From the gunfire four of my crew, still
on the wreck or swimming nearby, were killed. Two
men tried to gain the coast by swimming, but they
never came back.

The reception on shore by the Tommies and political
officers was degrading and depressing-you said it!
But about 50 years later enemies became friends!
And we can be thankful and happy to live in a world
that wants peace."

When my crew had left the boat I myself stayed on
board with my Chief Engineer to let her down before
the enemy could capture her. Then we jumped into
the sea and were picked up after about one hour
from your fellows. Coming on board we were greeted
fairly and kindly. We got food, drinks and warm blan
kets-comrades after action who had lost, received
from those who knew-that they themselves could be
the "next", the loser.

The footnote to this story is that when U433 sur
faced, Ey's men closed up to the guns, which is why
Marigold opened fire on them-not in the rather cold
blooded manner he describes. Commander lEy was
captured and spent six years in a P.O.W. camp. He
is now 74, and operates a small business in Han
nover, Germany, Almost a year after the action he
describes-on December 9, 1942-HMS Marigold
came under attack from Italian torpedo aircraft off
Algiers and was sunk, with. heavy loss of li.fe, after
gamely downing one of the aircraft.

Interpretation Centre Update

Herit.age Plaque

As you know from previous editions of this news
letter, it was expected that the Interpretation Centre,
located on the new jetty adjacent to Sackvi'lle, would
be officially opened during the Annual General Meeting
of the Trust at the end of June.

On August 4th, the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada held a oeremony at HMCS Sackville
for the purpose of unveiling a plaque which officially
designates the ships as an historic monument.

Disappointing delays at the beginning of construc
tion pushed that date forward to the end of July.
Then serious problems were encountered with the
quality and finish of the prefabricated steel to be
used in the building, and work on the site finally had
to be stopped.
Subsequently another supplier was contracted to
continue the work, with a completion date for the
exterior of the Centre to be at the end of September,
At that time work will begin on the details of the
interior, including the installation of the audio/visual
equipment in the theatre.
As a result of the delays, the Board has decided not
to officially accept the building until next April 1st,
with the Gift Shop and the audio/visual display
material being in a state of readiness for the 1991
summer season.

The ceremony was well attended. Two of the several
speakers were the Past-Chairman of the Trust, Vice
Admiral J.A. Fulton, and Mr. R.G. Orr of the Cana
dian Parks Service who represented the Federal
Government.
The plaque is positioned on the Ship so that it can be
easily seen by all visitors who come on board. The
inscription reads as follows: "HMCS Sackville is the
last of the Flower Class corvettes. Patterned after a
whale-catcher, the corvettes were designed for mass
production in small shipyards. Originally intended for
coastal work, they played a major role in the Battle of
the Atlantic. The Sackville, built in S1. John, N.B. and
commissioned in December 1941, served most of
the war as a mid-ocean convoy escort in the North
Atlantic. After the war she was used for oceano
graphic research for many years. Retired in 1982,
she was restored to her 1944 configuration and now
serves as Canada's naval memoriaL"
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Gift Shop

Reminders

A new price list for gifts and souvenirs, which are
available from HMCS Sackville's Gift Shop, has
been enclosed with this newsletter. You will notice
there are several new items which are now avail
able.

If you have not yet made your 1990 annual Trustee
contribution of $50.00 or more, now is the time to
catch up and preserve your status. Send your cheque
to the Treasurer, Canadian Naval Memorial Trust,
HMCS Sackville, FMO Halifax, Halifax, Nova Scotia,
B3K 2XO.

Of particular interest is Commander Tony German's
recent book "The Sea Is At Our Gates". It may be
purchased separately, or with a video cassette bear
ing the same title, which portrays the story of the
Canadian Navy. An audio cassette entitled "Sounds
Of The Sea", in which naval personnel share their
views and experieflces, partiClJlarIY_Jhos~ relating
the Battle 'of the Atlantic, is also a-vailable. Great
ideas for your Christmas gift list, so get your orders
in early.

Tourist Season 1990
The number of tourists visiting the Halifax area this
year was down considerably from last year. Natu
rally this had an effect on the number of visitors to
HMCS Sackville. Up to mid-September approxi
mately 35,000 people had been on board as com
pared with 52,000 last year. Visitors' donations at
the brow total Ied $1 0,500 as compared with $1 5, 000
last year.
Again this summer, members of the Atlantic Chief
and Petty Officers' Association provided guided tours,
day in and day out, and again this year Commander
James Bond was in charge of summer events. The
Trust is most grateful to all who served.

Out of the :Mouths of Babes
A father had just finished giving his son a long
account of the part he played in the war.
The boy thought for a while, and then asked: "But
Dad, why did they need all those other sailors?"

The Sackville Mess on board the Ship is now open
every Friday at 1200. All Trustees are welcome to
join the happy throng and to partake of our modest
menu. Out of town Trustees are particularly wel
come if they are vacationing in the area, or are in
Halifax on business. Come alon~ and renew old
friendships, and make" new aoquaintances.
Should! you have any suggestions for, or comments
about Action Stations, send them to the editor, Frank
Stailey, 6'910 Armview Avenue, Halifax, Nova Sco
tia, B3H 2M4. Every effort will be made to accommo
date your proposals as long as they remain within
budget.

