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"- 50 Years of Service
 

As 1941 drew 10 a close. the Allies braced 
themselves to contend with what were to 

World War. 
Here in Canada the extraor

dinarily rapid expansion of the 
Royal Canadian Navy was 
moving inexorably toward its 
peak at what, in retrospect, seems 

10 have been breakneck speed. We 
were rushing to arm ourselves against 
the increasingly destructive mea
sures which Hitler's U-boats had 
exacted on the flow of war materiel 
from North America to Great Britain. 

It was a sombre and sobering time. a 
time when some wondered whether we could ever 
deploy sufficient naval strength to successfully pro
tee the convoys, ana win the Battle of the Atlantic. 
But our collective will to win was great, and our 
determination was such that to do anything less was 
not only unacceptable, but unthinkable. The tighten
ing Nazi noose would be severed. 

In 1941 thousands of Canadians from coast to 
coast, and from all walks of life joined the Navy. One 
of those was Don MacDonnell of Halifax, a member 
afthe Trust, who began his naval service as an ERA 
in HMCS Louisbourg. Just before Christmas he 
received orders totransferto HM'CS Sackville, which 
was in St.John's, Newfoundland awaiting commis
sioning on December 30th. 

As Don recalls, December30 was a bitterly cold 
day, with St. John's blanketed by an unusually heavy 

snowfall. Unforgiving weather on the day 
when what had begun as hull number 11 a1 

"At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning 
We will remember them." 
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Sackville Landing Officially Opened
 

Members of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, and 
federal, provincial, and municipal government repre
sentatives gathered at the Halifax wateriront at noon 
on August 12 to officially open Sackville Landing, the 
permanent home of HMCS Sackville and the Interpre
tation Centre. 

It was a fine summer day forthe long awaited occasion, 
which began with the Chairman of the Trust, Cmdre. 
A.C. McMillin's opening remarks which briefly traced 
the history of the Trust and the restoration of HMCS 
SackviJIe. 

Cmdre. McMillin then introduced Howard Crosby, MP 
--farHa-TItax-West , who' spokeon- behalf orJohn C. 

Crosbie, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and Minis
ter for Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, the 
agency which provided the greater portion of the 
funding for the construction of the new jetty and the 
Interpretation Centre buiId ing. 

Mr. Crosby praised the work of the Trust. and reminded 
those in attendance of the histone significance of 
HMCS Sackville as Canada's Naval Memorial, and of 
its value in enhancing tounsm and the overall eco, 
nomic potential of the wateriront area 

Terence Donahoe, Nova Scotla's Minister of Tourism, 
speaking on behalf of Tom Mcinnis. the Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Technology for Nova Scotia, pointed 
out that in the creation of Sackville I anding, recogni
tion had been given to the valuable contribution the 

'-'-~~~~~~--------------------------------

Cmdre. McMillin (left) 
and Mayor Ron Wallace 
look on. as MP Howard 
Crosby and Tourism 
Minister Terence 
Donahoe unveillhe 
!empo ra ry'Sack vi lie 
Landing sign 

Canadian Navy, and in particular the Canadian-built 
corvettes and all who sailed in them had made to the 
allied war effort, and especially to the winning of the 
Battle of the Atlantic. 

Looking slightly apprehensive, Mayor Ron Wallace pulls the 
lanyard \0 fire Sackviile's " .. gun. CPQ1 Dick Aldhelm-White 
and Terence Donahoe brace themselves for the ,"Big BAng". 

I 
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Mr. Donahoe commented that the Province of Nova 
Scotia was pleased to have been a partner in this 
project, and to have· been able to give assistance in 
providing a permanent home tor HMCS Sackville. 

Cmdre. McMillin then called upon Halifax Mayor Ron 
Wallace to address the gathering. Mayor Wallace was 
a gunnery officer in the Canadian 'Navy duringl the 
Second World War, and this occasion had a special 
meaning for him. 

To conclude the ceremony, a temporary Sackville 
Landing sign was unveiled by the representatives of 
the tthree levels of government, who then made their 
wc.y· to IrIMCS Sackville where Mayor Wallace pulled 
the lanyard to fire the 4 inch gun. The official party then 
retired to the Interpretation Centre where they were 
joined by the public for refreshments and a tour of the 
building. 

Don MacDonnell with HMCS Sackvlllils newCO, LCdr. James 
Bond, at the Sackville Landing ceremony. 

Engine Start-Up Ceremony 
During the Annual General Meeting last July, time was 
set aside to have those present descend to Sackville's 
engine room for an official engine start-up ceremony. 
This was the culmination of a project which began 
three or four years ago. 

As a member of the Board of Directors, Capt. Vern 
Howland began his energetic pursuit for the ways and 
means by which Sackville's remain ing engine couId be 
refurbished and modified, at least to the extent that the 
shaft would turn. This was not an easy task, and it was 
going 10 be expensive. A lot of engineering work had to 
be undertaken, some of it on a trial and error basis, and 
for many months the project had to be put well down on 
the prioritrtist as the costs were prohibitive. 

However, all of a sudden it seemed as though Sackville 
had a guardian angel. An anonymous donor came 
forward and offered to underwrite the project to its 
conclusion. With this news Vern Howland again went 
into action, and co-ordinated the program which suc
cessfully achieved its objective. 

And so on the afternoon of July 5, in a very crowded 
engine room, Vern did the honours and officially started 

up the engine, thereby closing a chapter on a most 
important element in the restoration of HMCS Sac/wille. 

Our thanks to Vern Howland for his unswerving convic
tion that the project should be undertaken, and for 
seeing it through, and hats off and three cheers to our 
anonymous donor, whose most generous financial 
assistance made it possible. 

It.Cdr. Allan Easton, Cmdre. A.C. McMillin with capt. Vern 
Howland who was suitably dressed for the occasion. 
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Foulr of the Best
 

Don Lee's Models of HMC Ships Sa<:kville, St. Stephen, Milltown, and Sf. Croix. The photo doesn't do them justice. 

One sunny afternoon lastJuly, a station wagon arrived 
in front of the Interpretation Centre. Out of it stepped 
Don Lee of 81. Andrews, New Brunswick who had 
driven to Halifax to bring the models of four Battle of the 
Atlantic ships which he had painstakingly constructed, 
and which he was about to loan to the rrust for 
exhibition in the foyer of the Centre. 

First we unloaded the model of Sackville, then the 
River Class frigate St. Stephen, then the Bangor Class 
minesweeper Milltown, and finally the destroyer St. 
Croix(U.$SJy1cCQok).Wh.at sglendi.9 models, they are, 
profess!onally crafted in great detail. 

Don tells us that it takes him between 300 to 600 hours 
to complete a model, depending on the size and com
plexity of the ship. He constructs them on a i /8 inch to 1 
foot scale, with basswood hulls hand carved to final 
form. The upper works are fabricated from thin 
wooden sheets and strip materiai, wh ich are fixed to the 
finished deck surface. The small fittings are made of 
wood, brass, wire, or pewter castings. The final paint 
scheme-up to five coats-gives an appearance as close 
as is possible to that provided by wartime archival 
photographs. 

Our thanks to Don Lee for allowing the Trust to exhibit 
these splendid models in the Interpretation Centre. It is 
hoped that arrangements can be made to repeat the 

display next year. 

By the way, for those of you who might be interested in 
attempting to build a model of a corvette. but who don't 
possess Don Lee's skills. a company by the name of 
Matchbox Models produces a kit which, with a little 
patience, most of us could probably assemble. 

Last month, while on a visit to England, your editor 
spotted these kits while window shopping in Oxford. 
They make up into an extended fo'c's'le model of 
approximately 2-1 f2 met in length, and appear to be 
complete down -to the last detail. Further information 
can be had from Howes of Oxford, 9-10 Broad Street, 
Oxford, England, OX1 3AJ, telephone (0865) 242407, 
and request Canadian corvette specifications. The 
price: £59.95 (approx. $120.00 Cdn.). 

Artifacts Requirement 
The Trust is attempting to locate at least six Leigh 
Enfield rifles (preferably Model NO.1 Mk4) for display 
on board Sackville. If you have one tuckp.d away in the 
attic and would part with it, or if you know of anyone 

-who has one among their souvenirs and would like to 
donate it, please contact LCdr. Ted Smith, HMCS 
Sackville, FMO Halifax, N.S. B3K 2XO. 
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I Saw Three Ships
 

Gaia, followed by Oseberg and Saga Siglar arrIve at the Maritime Museum. 

The coming and going of ships of all sizes, shapes, 
and conditions, in and out of Halifax harbour is such 
a common occurrence for those of us who live here 
that we have long since become rather blase about 
this endless waterfront activity. 

However" on August 28, a most unusual event oc
curred which brought many hundreds of people 
down to the waterfront. It was the arrival of three 
Viking ships, Gaia, Oseberg, and Saga Siglar. 

Gaia, a 24 metre Viking longboat, with a crew of ten, 
sailed trom Norway in May, and arrived in Halifax 

Summer Visitors/Revenue 
HMCS Sackvillewas moved! back to the HMC Dock
yard on October 16, following a moderately success
ful summer season on the Halifax waterfront. Al
though the number of visitors to the ship was up to a 
total of 56,000 this year, our revenue at the brow was 
down to $13, f81. Perhaps a sign of the recession. 

after retracing the route taken by Leif Erikson to Iceland, 
Greenland and Newfoundland a thousand years ago. 
How many volunteers do we have to undertake that 
journey in an- open boat? 

It was a rather eerie sight seeing these three ships, 
escorted by Nova Scotia's famous schooner Bluenose II, 
appear at the mouth of the harbour in the late morning 
mist, and ever so slowly approach the jetty at the 
Maritime Museum, adjacent to HMCS Sackville. 

Incidentally, Sackville's depth charge stern rails provided 
an excellent perch from which to take the above photo. 

In the past, the subject of whether or not a fixed fee of 
perhaps one dollar should be charged for admission to 
Sackvi/le has been discussed by the Board on more 
than one occasion, with the decision to retain the 
voluntary donation approach. Given this summer's 
revenue atthe brow, the subjectwill undoubtedly return 
to the agenda for debate again this winter. 
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Tales To Tell?
 
From time to time we have published wartime stories contributed by Ed O'Connor. Acouple of years ago mention 
was made that Ed had been working away over the years gathering stories from veterans who had served in 
corvettes during the Second World War. His objective was to ultimately publish a book to be titled "The Corvette 
Years". 

Ed is now involved in the final drive to complete this project, but finds that he needs a few more contributions to 
round it out. That's where you come in. 

If you are a corvette man and have a tale to tell, whether it be short, or long, or even tall, Ed O'Connor would like 
to hear from you. Just think of it. A chance to have your story immortalized in Ed's book. 

You don't have to be a skilled writer or raconteur. All you need is your memory of a humorous happening on board 
your ship, or a recollecfion of hardship circumstances, or a story about a rescue at sea, or the details of a naval 
engagement as w,itnessed with your own eyes, or the interesting information to be found in the myriad of stories 
yet to be uncovered. Put your recollections on paper in any style you wish, and send them off to Ed. 

If you have a cassette recorder, simply record your tale and put the cassette in the mail. Ed will do an the hard 
work of shaping and ,editing the material. His address is: K-20, R.R. #2,92 Maple Avenue, Sutton West, Ontario, 
LOE 1IRO. 

As an example of ashort anecdote, here is aphotograph, togetherwitln an excerpt from a letter Ed O'Connor sent 
to us: 

H.M.C.S. Kamloopstaken 
from Morden in tile spring 
of 1944 off. St. John's, 
Newfoundland after a 
hazardous trip down 
"Iceberg Alley." 

"Here is one of the best 
picturesofacorvette Ihave 
ever seen. It was taken off 
Newfoundland in the 
spring of 1944. The ship is 
HMCS Kamloops, taken 
from HMCS Morden's 
quarterdeck, and we'd just 
come down through "Ice
berg Alley" with a convoy 

of 60 ships. Ran into dense fog in the bergs, one of which almost sank Morden with myself on bow lookout. We 
put her "full astern"·to avoid ramming, but may have made contact..Hard to tell with the ship vibrating under the 
suddenly reversed prop. I recall thinking I was going to make a ibloody mess of that berg - and I mean bloody. I 
can still envisage that wall of ice coming out of the fog. We ,didn't lose any ships, but two freighters managed to 
run into each other, with only minor damage. A bit of a circus, trying to get ,60 ships through a mess of bergs in 
fog so thick that visibility was down to ,less than a hundred yards. As you probably know, radar never did pick up 
ice too welL" 

Perhaps this tale will prompt the remembering of some of your experiences. You can then give, Ed a leQi up by 
helping him to complete his most worthWhile project. 

l.._ 
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Award W'inner 
In mid October, Sackvifle's Commanding Officer, LCdr 
Max Corkum, drove down to Charleston, South Caro
lina, to attend the Historic Naval Ships Convention on 
behalf of the Trust. 

Much to his surprise and delight, he found himself 
having been singled out for an award-the William J. 
Diffley Award for distinguished service as "Director of 
the Sackville Naval Memorial". The award is given for 
restoration work to historic naval ships. 

In hIs response. Max was quick to point out that he was 
accepting the honour on behalf of all those whose 
volunteer efforts have made Sackville what she is 
today, and that without the volunteers, our Naval 
Memorial might not exis!. 

For Max the timing of the award could not have been 
better, for on November 22 he will retire as CO of 
Sackville, having served in that capacity since April 1, 
1985. 

The Trust is indebted to, Max Corkum for the distin
guished contribution he has made to the preservation 
and maintenance of HMCS Sackville. His selfless 
dedication to the myriad of responsibilities he has 
undertaken during his tenure, command the respect 
and admiration of all of us. 

When Max turns overthe command of HMCS Sackville 
to his successor, LCdr. James Bond, he does not 
intend to disappear into the woodwork. He will continue 
to be involved with the Sackville project, but in less 
,demanding. ways. 

We are fortunate to have Jim Bond ready and waiting 
to take command. Jim has been a member of the 
Working Group for several years, and more recently 
has served as XQ. We look forward to supporting his 
initiatives. 

Christmas Gifts
 

There is still time to do your last minute Christmas gift 
shopping by mail order from the HMCS Sackville Gift 
Shop. The current list of available ,items appears in the 
following list.. 

Mai) orders can be filled by the Gift Shop at any time 
during the year by writing to HMCS Sackville Gift Shop, 
FMO Halifax, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3K 2XO, or by 
phoning (902) 427-2837. 

DescriptioD 

BOOKS OF NAVAL SIGNIFICANCE 
93 Canada's Navy Annual, Vol. 1. Pb."." .. "." " ,$ 500 
94 Customs & Traditions Can Navy. Hc 29.95 
95 Badges of Canadian Navy, Hc 24.95 
96 Salty DIPS, Vols. I or 2 or 3, Pb 15.00 

101 White Plumes Astern, He __ 24.95 
105 The Sea is at Our Gates, He ,__ 39.95 
106 Canada's Navy Annual, Vol 2. Pb 12.50 
107 Canada's Navy Annual. Vol 3. Pb ,__ 15.00 
108 Canada s Navy Annual, Vol 4, Pb............ __ 15.00 
109 A Bloody War, Pb .. .. __ 5.95 
111:1 Canada's Navy Annual, Vol. 5, Pb __ 15.00 

CASSEITES 
161 The Sea Is At Our Gales, video VHS colour 39.95 
162 Sounds of the Sea. audIOtape, 32 vOices 01 

ex·Navy persons 1910-85 . 19.95 

CLOTHING 
156 Ball cap. Navy, Mesh Sides & baCk, 

ship's name in gold put print . .. 7.00 
157 Ball cap. Navy, oakleaf peak. embrOidered SSB 

tront, mesll sides __ 8.00 
160 Ball cap, Navy, all cotton top. oak leaf peak, 

embroidered ships nams __ __ 12.00 
19 Belt & chromed buckle, SSB, ship's name 

and oUlline engraved. gb __ __ 1400 
17 Cap Tally, HMCS Sackvllle . .. __ 1.25 

151 Sweatshirt, Last Corvette logo on back, 
SSB front lett, Can. made .. __ __ 22.00 

153 Teeshirt, Last Corvene logo on back, 
SSB front left. Can. made __ 12.00 

14 Tie, exclusive design for "Sackville' wired maple leaves 
while KI81 and ship Oullmes on Navy background 15.00 

GIfTS. NOTIONS & SOUVENIRS 
15 8adge, cloth, Silk embroidery SS8 4.00 
16 Badge, gold/Silver wire for blazer __ .__ 25.00 
8 Lapel pin, SSB, gb. .. 4.00 

10 Lapel pin, wllile ensign on gold maple leaf. gb 7.50 
63 Letter opener, 55, engraved SSB, ship outline 

and name by ZIPPO, gb 14.00 
48 Llghte r, brushed 5S, engraved SSB, ships name 

& outline by Zippo, gb 12.00 
79 Plaque. SSB on walnul3 pI. shield 3.5" H. x 3" W., gb 25.00 
38 Spoon. Oneida silver plate, SSB on handle, gb... 12.00 
39 Spoon. as above 10 goldlone, gb 14.00 
11 Tie clip, "Sackvllle" halt hull. gold-lone, gb, 8.00 

122 Tankard. ceramic, new CNMT logo __ 14.00 
146 Tankard, glass, Last Corvette logo 9.00 

Your Mail Orders Are Solicited 
Please use order numbers. 7% GST is extra. Nova Scofla orders must Include an 
additional 10% PST, except on books and clothing, Postage and Handling· $5.00 
per order. Mail orders to: - HMCS Sackville Gift Shop, clo Fleet Mail Office, HMC 
Dockyard. Halifax, N.S. B3K 2XO. Telephone: (902) 429-5600. 
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Appointment
 
It is with pleasure that we announce that the Rev. John 
Moorehead of Sussex Corner, New Brunswick, has 
agreed to become Chaplain of HMCS Sackville. Dur
ing the past several years. John has given freely at his 
time and talents in promoting the worik. of the Trust 
through TV interviews, newspaper articles and the like, 
in New Brunswick. As a naval veteran he has, with 
great pride, created an awareness of Canada's Naval 
Memorial wherever and whenever the opportunity has 
presented itself. 

Not long ago John sent us a poem which turned up in 
a batch of old papers at an auction in Bermuda. 
Although it is from another century it is appropriate 
today, especially for all who tend to go to extremities in 
relating their salty dips. It could be subtitled itA Rhyme 
For A Not-50-Ancient Mariner". 

I Love to Hear
 
My Daddie Tell.
 

I love to hear my daddie tell 
Of battles fought upon the sea; 

And how their brave commanders fell, 
While fighting for their liberty. 

And how each prize was easily won, 
Without the charging, of a gun; 
Or lass of blood, or bone or man, 

When fightingl for their country. 

Annual Contributions 
The current financial position of the Trust is not as 
buoyant as your Board of Directors would have it, 
primarily as a result ,of new expenses incurred as a 
result of taking over and operating the Interpretation 
Centre this year. 

If you have not yet made your annual Trustee contribu
tion of $50.00 or more for 1991, please do so before the 
end of the year, not only to preserve your Trustee 
status, but also to assist in closing the financial gap. 
Our operating Costs will be at minimum levels during 

And oft he wonders why should I 
Ask o'er and o'er the tales that he 

Hath told with such a startling eye, 
O'er fighting for their liberty. 

'Tis then I love the bright fire-side, 
To hearken while he with such pride, 
Relates each ship with which they vied, 

When fighting for their bounty. 

But little knows he that I love 
A heart that roves upon the deep; 

Where leaps the billow high above, 
The masted ship so wantonly. 

'Tis of that pathless waste that I 
Oft love to speak when low'ring sky; 
Presents itself unto the eye, 

And winds are blowing stormy. 

the winter months, but there is a serious need to build 
up our funds during these quiet times in order to meet 
the demands of the 1992 summer season. 

Given the Trust's current financiall position, it would 
also be -helpful if 1992 Trustees contributions could be 
made early in the new year, together with any assis
tance Trustees can lend by encouraging others to 
become Trustees. 

At the Annual General Meeting a target of 1500 Trust
ees was set. That means we need an additional 450 
subscribers join our happy band. 


