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HMCS Sackville Newsletter 

HMCS SACKVILLE served as a backdrop for the unveiling of the Sailor Statue 
at Sackvllle landing May 3. The eight-foot bronze statue is In the foreground 
(behind the flags). The new Sackville Interpretation Centre is shown at mid-left. 
The Stadacona Band, at rear, performed at the ceremony. (Cpl Carl Schofleldl 
Base Photo) 

May 1992 

HMCS SACKVILlE 
Welcomes 
The Sailor 

HMCS SACKVILLE, Canada's 
Naval Memorial, welcomed The 
Sailor to SackviUe Landing all the 
Halifax waterfront Sunday, May 3. 

The eight-foot bronze statue of 
a Second World War sai lor was offi
cially unveiled at a ceremony follow
ing Battle of Atlantic services. 

A project of the Atlantic Chief 
and Petty Officers Association, the 
statue depicts a sailor carrying a 
duffel bag and hammock. Designed 
by artist Peter Bustin, the statue 
"represents those valiant young Ca
nadians who served in both war and 
peace (and) is symbolic of the thou
sands of sailors who were instru
mental in the victory at sea and a 
fitting acknowledgement to those 
who continue to maintain the peace." 

The ceremony included ad:
dresses by Fred McKee. on behalf 
of the Chief and POs Association, 
and Vice-Admiral John Anderson, 
Commander Maritime Command, 
and the official unveiling by Admiral 
Anderson, CPO Fred Stiner (Ret'd) 
and Ordinary Seaman Michael 
Gordon. 

Approximately 1,500 attended 
the ceremony including members of 
the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, 
serving and retired members of the 
RCN and Canadian Forces, cadets, 
residents and visitors, 

The Sailor is a most fitting 
addition to Saekville Landing as 
HMCS SACKVILLE commences its 
third year of being open to the publ ie. 
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Letter from the Chairman 

Dear F=ellow Trustee: 
Afew months ago writing to you as your chair

man, was the lastthing on my mind! CommodoreAndy 
McMillin's marriage C!nd, more practically, his decision 
to winter in Florida left a hole that had to be filled and 
I am honoured that the board asked me to be your 
chairman. I am del'ighted to report that the Trust is in 
excellent shape and I would like to thank Andy for his 
long term work and especially his work as our chair
man. I have big shoes to fill! 

1991 was a most successful year for the Trust. 
The long awaited Interpretation Centre and gift shop 
were completed and up and running for most of the 
summer. Although there were some problems with the 
audio-visual presentation and, as forecast, an increase 
in our overalll operating costs, there is noth,ing that will 
not be fixed for what will be our first "steady state" 
summer. 

The restoration of HMCS SACKVILLE is almost 
complete with the exception of the work on the Chiefs 
and Petty Officers Mess aft. We are proceeding with 
work on the mess as funds become available. We are 
making good progress. With the majority of restoration 
complete, we' now have to focus our energies on 
ensuring that we have a solid business and main
tenance plan so that SACKVILILE will be a permanent 
and fitting Canadian Naval Memorial. 

1992 will be a busy year for the Trust and the Ship. 
SACKVllLLE will be moved from the Dockyard to her 
berth at Sackville Landing to participate in the long 
awaited unveiling of the statue of The Sailor on 3 May. 
I would like to congratulate the Chiefs and Petty 
OfficersAssociation for a mostambitious and success
ful fund raising drive. The eight foot tall sailor will be a 
major complement to the naval scene at Sackville 
Larnding. 

The 1992Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, the 3rd and 4th of July. Once 
again,we plan to include the Nova Scotia International 
Tattoo as part of the Program. I look forward to meeting 
you at the AG'M and at other events during the year. 

Oharles Westropp 
Commodore (Ret'o) 

Chairman 

Restoration & 
Maintenance Update 
The physical restoration of HMCS SACKVILLE to her 
1942 wartime configuration continues. The restoration 
of the Chiefs and Petty Officers Mess is expected to be 
completed by this summer. 

Restoration in the C&POs mess involves 
reinsulation of the bulkheads and deckhead and fabri
cation and installation of the furniture and fittings (ham
mock bars, lighting, lockers, table and bench, etc.). 

No other major physical restoration of the ship is 
anticipated pending the development of a plan to 
identify the actions necessary to enhance the 'natural' 
heritage characteristics and image of the ship. 

Maintenance 
Maintenance is an expensive ongoing activity 

which expressed in current dollars is approximately 
$110,000 annually. Approximately 80 per cent of this 
amount is provided by DND under the terms of refer
ence of the memorandum of understanding between 
DND and the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust which 
was signed in November, 1988. The remaining 20 per 
cent is provided by the Trust for maintenance items 
which cannot be provided, for under the MOU as being 
essential but are required to improve or maintain the 
cost-effectiveness of ship operations. 

V,isitingHalifax? 
We're Easy To Find! 

I. O>mbridgt SlIi"'$ 

2. Chat..." Hillifax 
3.Ciladt!llnn 

4. D<lta Barrington 

5, Halifax Hillon 

6. Halifax ShtralO11 

7, l.ord N<lson HoI" 

8. Prm~ Grorgt Hottl 

The Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
 
HMCS Sackville
 

FMO Halifax, Halifax. Nova Scotia, CaOBda B3K 2XO
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1992 Annual General Meeting 
Friday 3 July 
0900-0945 - Registration, Meet and Greet in the 

Sea Room of the Stadacona Ward
room Officers Mess. 

0945-1200 - AGM in the Nova Scotia Room (main 
floor opposite Sea Room). 

1200-1345 - Luncheon in the Sea Room (cash bar). 
Lunch charge $10.00 per person. 

1330- - The 5th Meeting of the National Coun
cil will be held in the Nova Scotia Room. 

1400-1·600 - Trustees visit Interpretation Centre and 
ship whe~e special presentations and 
tours will be provided. 

1930 - Attend Tattoo at Halifax Metro Centre. 
A block of 200 seats has been reserved 
for attendance at the Tattoo. 

Saturday 4 July 
AM - A visit to an HMC Ship will be arranged. 

It is hoped that the ship will be our 
newest Frigate HMCS HALIFAX. De
tails will be announced, at the meeting. 

1830-,2030 - Mixed Reception onboard forTrustees. 
Charge $10.00 per person. 

CNMT Members of 
Board of Directors 
Members of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust Board 
of Directors as of February 1, 1992: 

Commodore L.C.A. Westropp" RCN (Ret'd), 
Halifax, Chairman; Captain(N) Sonja Bata, Don Mills, 
Ont., Vice-Chairman.;CommodoreA.C. McMillin, RCN 
(Ret'd), Pleasantville, N.S.; Chief Petty Officer RW. 
Aldhelm-White, RCN (Ret'd), Halifax, RCNA repre
sentative; Captain(N) H.l. Davies, Boutili,ers Point, 
N.S.,. National Council liaison; Gerard G. Etienne, 
Dartmouth, N.S., gift.shop operations; Captain(N) G.H. 
Hayes, RCN (Ret'd), Sidney; B.C.; R.S. King, Don 
Mills, ant.; Donald K. Cameron, Bedford, N.S., trea
surer; Commander E.S. Smith, RCN (Ret'd), Tantallon, 
N.S., audio visual; Lieutenant-Commander Len 
Canfield, Halifax, information officer; Lieutenant Com
mander L. Ross Wagener, RCN (Ret'd), Dartmouth, 
N.S." restoration and maintenance; Commander H. 
Russell Wilcox, R.CN (Ret'd), Halifax, secretary; lieu
tenant-Commander James Bond, RCN (Ret'd), 
Dartmouth, N.S., CO HMCS SACKVILLE. 

Ex-officio: Commodore A.D. Moore, Maritime 
Command representative; Chief Petty Officer D.H. 
Brown, MARCOM chief petty officer; Stewart Drury, 
legal counsel; David Flemming, Maritime Museum of 
the Atlantic, Halifax. 

Herb Warman adjusts the stand displaying the Book of 
Remembrance in HMCS SAC'KVILLE. Trustees are 
encouraged to make tax-deductible In memoriam 
donations in remembrance of shipmates, relatives andl 
acquain~nces. The Book 01 Remembrance now contains 
more than 800 names since donations started in 11982. 
(5gt Ken Matneson/DN'DPA Photo) 

Gift Shop 'Treasures' 

The SACKVILLE Gift Shop has started another sea
son and will move to the SACKVILLE Interpretation 
Centre from. June through September. 

lin addition to our regular line of quality gifts, we 
have added many new items such as the attractive 
collectors spoons priced at $5.95. The spoons are an 
ideal addition to your collection or as a gift for a friend. 

Many of your acquaintances would welcome 
receiving our gift items. Why not use our mail order 
ofter to send gifts at Christmas, anniversaries or other 
special occasions? 

The current price list is enclosed with this issue of 
Action Stations. If you require extra copies for friends, 
etc. drop us a line. 
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lCdr James Bond. left, CO of HMCS SACKVlllE, and 
lCdr Max Corkum, former CO, are on the bridge as 
SACKVILLE prepare!; 'to leave HMC Dockyard to take part 
In May 3 activities at sackville L.anding. 
(Sgt IKen MathesonfDNDPA Photo) 

Of Sailors and Staves 
During 1944 and 1945. a number of Canadian Cor
vettes worked out of Milford Haven in Wales, from 
where convoys formed up to support the invasion of 
France. 

When in port, ships with defects were able to get 
alongside, within the tidal basin. On one occasion, 
three Canadian Corvettes (no names. no pack drill) 
were secured inside the basin, and ours was inside 
ship. Iwas Officer of the day, and was summoned to the 
brow to talk to a "Bobbie" (policeman) looking for a 
missing barrel of beer. 

The "Bobbie" explained that the barrel from a 
truck was seen being rolled into the dockyard toward 
our ships by a group of sailors. He wanted to search our 
ship. Word passed quickly on what was going to 
happen and I proceeded with the "Bobbie" through our 
ship, going first to all the most unlikely places. Finally, 
itwas necessary to have a lookthrough the messdecks. 
When we passed through, I noticed the contented 
looks on the faces of all our crew. Observing nothing 
other than contentment. we returned to the upper deck. 
There, after a casual look over the side, we noticed 
barrel staves floating astern of the three Corvettes. The 
"Bobbie" stated, that continuing the investigation now 
would be rather pointless, I agreed and made the silly 
remark that it was unfortunate we were unable to find 
anything conclusive. 

LCdr Max Corkum 

HMCS SACKVILLE 
No-Admission Fee Policy 
The question of whether HMCS SACKVILLE should 
charge an admission fee has been raised on several 
occasions since Canada's Naval Memorial was opened 
to the public in 1990. 

In spite of the on-going financial reqUirements to 
maintain SACKVILLE, the Board of Trustees has de
termined that it Will continue to rely on voluntary contri
butions from visitors to help sustain operations. This 
decision is based on three considerations. 

First. SACKVILLE is Canada's Naval Memorial 
and as such as many Canadians as possible should be 
encouraged to visit the ship which symbolizes the 
dedication and sacrifice of those who have served in 
our Navy. As a national symbol, SACKVILLE is a most 
fitting tribute to Canadian nation-building as we cel
ebrate the 125th anniverary of our country. 

SeeondIy, SACKVILLE and its interpretation cen
tre form a living museum of interest to Canadians of all 
ages and interests. This ship and the interpretation 
centre provide an inexpensive opportunity for Canadi
ans to learn how the Navy has contributed not only to 
the defence and development of Canada over the 
years but has helped to preserve the peace and 
security of the free world. 

SACKVILlE and. the interpretation centre, co
located with the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic and 
ACADIA, are part of the major tourist attraction on the 
Halifax waterfront. This location allows SACKVILLE to 
contribute to the tourist industry and the overall devel
opment of the City. Neither the Maritime Museum nor 
ACADIA charge admission fees. 

It is primarily for these reasons and to avoid any 
anticipated decrease in the number of visitors should 
an admission fee be charged that the no-admission 
policy will continue for the immediate future. At the 
same time efforts will be increased to encourage 
volu ntary contributions from visitors. 

Wear Your Pin! H.M.C.S. SACKVILLE ---.--
CANAOA'S NAVAL MEMORIAL
---<10--A reminder to Trustees of the 
MEMORIAL NAVAL CANADIEN 

Canadian Naval Memorial Trust: 
Please wear your SACKVILLE lapel pin when 

you visit the ship, and identify yourself as a Trustee to 
the brow staff if you are not a frequent visitor. We want 
to ensure all Trustees are recognized when they come 
onboard and in particular during the busy June to 
September period when the ship is open to the public. 


