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55,000 Visitors Tour SACKVILLE
 

HMCS SACKVILLE reports another active and successful 
summer's operations. 

LCdr James Bond,commanding officer of Canada's Naval 
Memorial, said 55,000 visitors toured SACKVILLE between 
June 6 and September 27 at Sackville Landing while the ship 
was open to the public. A similar number of visitors were 
reported in 1991 although the ship was open to the public for 
a slightly longer period in that year. 

In addition to tourists visiting the Halifax-Dartmouth area, a 
number of other individuals and groups/organizations were 
welcomed by the CO and brow staff during the summer. 
Among the 'official delegations' were Admiral Jan Klenberg, 
chief of defence staff for Finland, and Vice-Admiral V.E. 
Lyashenko, first deputy chief of staff of Russian Naval Head
quarters. The visiting admirals and their staffs showed a keen 
interest in SACKYILLE and mementoes were exchanged. 

During the summer, SACKYILLE also welcomed reunion 
groups, including HMCS HALIFAX (K237), HMCS WEYBURN 
(K173), HMCS IROQUOIS and the largest reunion, the 1,1 00 

The Russians 
Have Arrived 

On October 1, a Russian delegation 
headed by Vice-Admiral V.E. 
Lyashenko, first deputy chIef of staff 
of the naval headquarters, toured 
HMCS SACKVILLE. LCdr James 
Bond, CO of SACKVILLE, conducted 
the tour for the Russians and their 
Canadian Forces escorts. Lunch was 
served on board and reminesences 
and mementoes exchanged. The tau r 
was one of a number of tours orga
nized for naval delegations and 
groups during the summer. 

members and partners of the Ex-Wrens Association. On 
Oct. 4, following the ship's return to her winter berth in HMC 
Dockyard, a tour was providp-d for RCNA members and 
spouses from the Kitchener-Waterloo area of Ontario. 

A major summer activity is the support provided during the 
Halifax Natal Day Festival weekend for the Sunset Ceremony, 
Ceremony of the Flags performed by Sea Cadets from HMCS 
ACADIA, CFB Cornwallis. A reception was held on board 
SACKVILLE. 

The Interpretation Centre, adja(',ent to the ship, also re
ported an active summer. The video shown in the centre's 
theatre was revised and this proved popularwith visitors as did 
the SACKVILLE and naval memorabilia items in the gift 
shop. 

Approximately $15,000 in donations were collected from 
visitors to the ship and the Interpretation Centre which will be 
used to help defray operational and maintenance costs of the 
ship and centre. 

Through a memorandum of understanding with the Cana
(ContinUed on Page 2) 
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Work has been completed on the 
restoration of the Chiefsand Petty Officers 
Mess. John Lipton, left; Ted Smith, centre, 
and Dave Howitt are shown examinIng 
some of the furnishings and other Items 
that have been donated to date. But other 
items are reqUired Including 1941-44 era 
furnishings, unIforms, mess traps/galley 
eqUipment. Trustees who have these 
Items and wish to donate them or have 
suggestions for other Items are asked to 
contact the ship. 

AGM 1992 Highlights 

The 6th annual general meeting of the Canadian Naval Memo
rial Trust was held in the Stadacona Wardroom Officers 
Mess,CFB Halifax July 3,1992 with 111 Trustees in atten
dance. 

Commodore Charles Westropp, chairman of CNM1, wel
comed all present and noted that the registration for the 1992 
AGM was the largest to date. He introduced Vice-Admiral John 
Anderson, Commander Maritime Command who addressed 
the meeting. 

Reports on the year's activities were presented by the 
directors/committee chairpersons. 

The chairman reported that "our first steady-state year has 
been both bUSy and successful. Planned restoration is com
plete, problems with the Interpretation Centre have beel1 
resolved, the unveiling of the Sailor Statue has added to the 
naval presence in the heart of the city and the growth in the 
number of Trustees is encouraging." In addition, a business 
plan hasbeen prepared tocarry CNMTand HMCS SACKVILLE 
into the next century. 

Cdr Russ Wilcox, secretary, reported that membership had 
increased to 1103 as of June 30,1992. He said ''we still have 
away to go to meet our 1,500 member target and all Trustees 
are encouraged to continue to search for new members." 

A breakdown of membership as of June 30 shows the 
following: Ontario, 425; Nova Scotia, 283; British Columbia, 
169; Alberta, 49; Quebec, 46; New Brunswick, 44; Manitoba, 
36; Saskatchewan, 12; Prince Edward Island); Newfound
land, 6; U.S.A., 22; U.K.lother, 4. 

Don Cameron, treasurer, reviewed the financial statements 
of CNMT, copies of which were provided to Trustees. 

LCdr Ross Wagener reported on restoration and mainte
nance. With the completion of the Chiefs and Petty Officers 
Mess, no other physical restoration is planned although minor 
improvements and enhancements will continue. However, the 
maintenance required to keep the ship in her restored condi
tion and to ensure the watertight integrity and safety of the ship 
is a continuing and expensive commitment. These costs in 
fiscal year 1991-92 were approximately $120,000, with DND 

absorbing the bulk of the costs. 
The commanding officer of HMCS SACKVILLE, LCdr James 

Bond, reviewed the ship's 1991 summer operations. The ship 
was open to the public from mid-May to mid-October and 
attracted 55,000 visitors and $13.000 in donations. Among the 
activities supported by SACKVILLE was the annual perfor
mance of the Sunset Ceremony, Ceremony of the Flags 
performed by sea cadets from HMCS A.CADIA. 

Other reports were presented by Gerry Etienne, dealingwith 
giftshopoperations;Ted Smith, audio-visual, and Len Canfield, 
public relations. 

A special vote of thanks was extended to Ron King who is 
stepping down from the board after a close involvement with 
the Trust from its inception. He was appointed an honorary Life 
Trustee. 

Following is the 1992-93 Board of Directors: Cmdre L.CA 
Westropp, chairman; Capt Sonja Bata, vice-chair; Cdr H.R. 
Wilcox, secretary; O.K. Cameron, treasurer; Capt H.L. Davies, 
LCdr L.R. Wagener; G.G. Etienne, Cdr E.S. Smith, LCdr 
J.Bond, LCdr L.W.Canfield, CPO RW. Aldhelm-White, Cmdre 
A.C.McMillin, Capt G.H. HayBs, Judge B. Lamb, Cdr D. Dixon. 
Ex-officio members: S. Drury, D. Flemming, Cmdre A.D. 
Moore and CPO D.H. Brown. 

55,000 Visitors Tour SACKVILLE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

dian Naval Memorial Trust, DND provides support for the 
maintenance of the ship. 

LCdr Bond said "in the last two years, more than 110,000 
have visited SACKVILLE and from the favorable comments 
received it is obvious we are becoming better known 
throughout the country." 
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MacFawn and Rogers Architects Ltd. o~ 

Halifax have been awarded Governor 
General's Award for Architecture for the 
design ofHMCS SACKVILLEInterpretation 
Centre. Attending the swards ceremony In 
Vancouver were Capt(N) G.H.(Skinny). 
Hayes, a director of CriM li', and Bob 
Kincade, a member o'f CNMT Nationall 
Council. Shown from left are: George 
Rogers of MacFawn and Rogers, Mr. 
Kincade, Allan MacDonald of the Halifax 
Waterfront Development Corp which 
commissioned the design/construction of 
the Interpretation Centre and Capt.(N) 
Hayes. The Governor Gener"al's Awards 
for Arc'hltecture program Is administered 
by the Royal Architectural Iinstitute of 
C"anada to r~cognize outstanding 
achievement by Canada's architects. 

Battle of The Atlantic 1993 
The 50th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic, the 
longest running campaign of the Second World War, will be 
observed in 1993. 

While the exact date of the victory has not been widely 
publicized, 1943 is recognized as the turning point and the year 
in which the enemy conceded that the battle had been lost. 

Given the significance of the Battle oftheAtlantic to Canada's 
maritime forces, an enhanced commemoration of the battle is 
being planned for 1993 in the United Kingdom and Canada. 

Plans are underway in Liverpool, England for an interna
tional program May 25-30. The program will include ~ fleet 
review, historical conference on the Battle of the AtlantiC and 
commemorative events. Canadian participation in the fleet 
review will consist of surface and air elements.. 

In Canada, there will be an expanded national commer:no
ration at the Sailors Memorial in Halifax May 2. The Halifax 
program will cover the May 1-2 weekend and will involve 
HMCS SACKVILLE, Canada's Naval Memorial and the last of 
the valiant corvettes that played a vita'l role in winning the 
battle. 

Across the country the traditional commemorative ceremo
nies will be enhanced and willi involve the different maritime 
interest groups and the general public. Nav~1 Reserve Divi
sions will play asignificantpart in the 50th anmversary celebr~
tions and will be the focal points for Battle of the Atlanhc 
ceremonies. 

The Battle of the Atlantic was a time· when Canada's Navy 
came of age and 1993 will provide an opportunity to recognize 
the ongoing contribution of Canada's maritime forces to tile 
country's security and economic well-being. 

Maritime Command Headquarters OPI for the 50th 
anniversary celebrations is Capt(N) John T. Stuart, tel 
(902) 427-0433. 

A Special 'Clhristmas Gift 

A reminder that the Sackville Gift Shop is open year-round to 
promptly fill your mail-order requests. 

Christmas is just around the corner and the Gift ShO.p ha~ a 
number of reasonably-priced items which make attractive gIfts 
for relatives, friends and acquaintances. These include t!es, 
men's and women's scarves, Zippo lighters, sweat Shirts, 
T-shirts and publications. Please refer to the enclosed price 
list. 

To avoid the Christmas mail rush, we recommend you order 
e~~ . 

All Gift Shop profits are used to support the operations of 
CNMT. 

Lifeline To Victory 
Featuring HMCS SACKVILLE 

As Action Stations was going to press, arrangements were 
being finalized for HMCS SACKVILLE to be used in the filming 
of a two-hour television movie, 'Lifeline to Victory.' 

The movie is being produced by Primedia Productions of 
Toronto and Andrew Cochran Associates of Halifax with the 
support of DN[). .. 

The story starts in 1940 when the corvette Flreweed salls on 
its maiden voyage from Halifax to Scotland. The ship and the 
crew are ill-equipped for what lies ahead; there are only a few 
'seasoned salts' among the crew. The principals are the 
captain, Paul Devereaux, from the Merchant Marine and Brian 
Mcnaughton, a tough-talking youth from 'Cabbagetown.' The 
voyage to Scotland toughens the men a~d the voyage ~ome, 
including adaring rescue ofagroupofchildren whose Ship has 
been sunk by a U-boat, demonstrates the crew's courage and 
new-found seamanship skills. 

As the producers state '~he story of Fireweed is the story of 
the Canadian Navy; from an immature, ill-fitted, ill-respected 
group to a force that could fight with the best of them when the 
times demanded it." 

Part of the filming will take place on board SACKVILLE in 
Halifax Harbour and at the entrance to the harbour. 

The movie will be aired on the Global Network in May 1993 
and is intended to help promote the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of the Atlantic in 1993. 
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Herb Warman, centre, welcomes four 
summer visitors to HMCS SACKVILLE. 
Shown from the left: Mrs. Hurley, AI 
Hurley, Mr. Warman, Mrs. Taylor and 
Robert Taylor. Both Mr. Hurley and Mr. 
Taylor servedl in the second World War. 

Words of Salty Origin 

As Toronto writer Robertson Cochrane noted in a 
recent article in The Globe and Mail,"spending a 
week in Nova Scotia has reminded me that the 
English language is awash with words and expres
sions that smack of a sea-going heritage. Most of 
them easily betray their salty origins." 

The writer says a number of 'maritime meta
phors' have been around so long,and have become 
so assimilated into everyday language that their 
'pelagic past' is shrouded in fog. 

Some examples: 
Take by and large: experienced skippers would 

never dream of navigating three sheets to the 
wind. Nor would they sail too close to the wind 
because a sudden change might cause the vessel 
to be taken aback. Rather, they would leave a 
safety margin between the ship's course and the 
wind-a practice known as sailing by and large. 
This also ensured that the steersman did not have 
the wind laken out of his sails, a condition that 
would cause them to 'luff' or flop flaccidly. Avoiding 
this condition was known as keeping sluff, from 
which we get the stand-offish expression remaIn
ing aloof. 

And what about slush fund? In the 18th and 19th 
centuries, slush was acommon shipboard term for 
the fat or grease left over from boiling meat The 
cook skimmed this off and stored it in abarrel. When 
it was full the cook sold it in the next port of call. The 
revenue was called a slush fund and traditionally 
this was used to buy luxuries for the crew or prizes 
for target-firing prowess. Over the years the term 
began to broaden and take on pejorative meanings. 
Today, it is a fund for political influence peddling or 
a budgetary allocation to be used for discretion
ary-and often clandestine-purposes. 

And round robin? The term is most commonly 
used today in sports tournaments in which all 
players or teams play each other. It can also mean 
aletter or other documentcircu lated among agroup 
for comments. Its origins is the 18th century sailors' 
corruption of the French ruban rond or round 
ribbon. When mutinousoreven mildly malcontented 
crewmen wanted to convey a grievance to the 

captain. they signed their name on a strip of cloth joined at the 
ends to make a circle. This way, the captain couldn't tell who 
signed first, which made later reprisals difficult. 

Our thanks to Don Cameron for providing the article for 
'review.' 

Book Awaiting Publication 

Ed O'Connor, a veteran of the Second World War who saw 
service in a number of ships, has written The Corvette Years: 
The Lower Deck Story. 

He says ofhisbook: "It is all there-battles with V-Boats and 
bombers, Atlantic gales, fog and ice and awindow into the life 
of the lower decks of the hard-working ships that escorted 
thousands of convoys during the war. In all some 50 ships of 
the RCN and the AN are represonted by the men who sailed 
in them... " 

The author had originally approached a numberof organiza
tions for support in raising the $4,500 required to have the book 
published. 

If you wish more information on the status of the book the 
author can be contacted cia PO Box K-20, RR #2, Sutton West, 
Ont LOE 1RO. Tel: (416) 722-3388. 

CPO Dick Aldhelm-White, 
right, presents LCdr James 
Bond} CO of HMCS 
SACKVILlE with a plaque 
from the Royal Canadian 
Naval Association White 
Ensign Branch of Montreal 
along with two donations. 
The presentations took 
place in SACKVILLE. 


