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Ship, Activities
Lieutenant-Commander Sherry Richardson
(Ret'd), commanding officer of HMCS
Sackville, reports a busy upcoming six
month period for the ship. In addition to
greeting summer visitors at Sackville
Landing, the ship's crew will also support a
number of other activities between May and
October.
May

For the second year, the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust was represented at the Royal
Canadian Military ,Institute's 'Military Gala' held at ,RoyThomson Hall ,in Toronto in October.
CNMT National Councillor DougllBlake'ley and. his wife Ann set up the Trust's display unit,
shown at left In photo, and statted a Joint Information booth with Friends of HMCS Halda,
Toronto. The Blakeleys report: "There was a good turnout at the Gala and lots of activity at
our booth. Well worth attending." (Ann, Blakely photo).

Update from Chair of: CNMT
A number of activities are underway or in the planning stage since
our 1997 annual general meeting and my follow-up letter to Trustees
on what I hoped we should be doing in the next year or so. The
following is a brief 'sitrep.'
Considerable work has gone into preparing: for the 'launch' of Dr Marc
Milner's book "The History of HMCS Sackville 19411-1985" in Halifax
and Ottawa on Battle of Atlantic Sunday May 3 and in Victoria three
weeks later during the NOAC AGM. Sackville will be berthed at
Sackville Landing during May 1-3 weekend and a number of VIPs
and naval veterans will participate in the book launch, inclu.ding the
Veterans Affairs Minister Fred Mifflin. Thanks to your generous
support, the costs of publishing the popular history have been raised.
Effective communications is crucial to CNMT and we have been
fortunate in obtaining -senior counsel from a major corporate
communications firm in putting togettler a five-year communications
plan. The plan will be offered for discussion at our 1998 AGM July 3.
The way we do business is important. To assist in identifying who is
.

Continued on Pg. 2

3 - Battle of Atlantic Service Book Launch:
'The History of HMCS Sackville 1941
1985'
8 & 15 - Regular Friday noon session
("Beer & Sangies")
21- Tour for Royal Navy party
22- Tour for Royal Navy veterans and
spouses
27- OSQAB familiarization tour
29- Regular Friday noon session
June
1- OSQAB familiarization tour
5- Regular Friday noon session
10- USN retirement party
12 & 19 - Regular Friday noon session
17- NDHQ/NATO NCSOs tour
22, 23 & 25 . OSQAB tours
26- Final Friday noon session until after
Labour Day
July
1 - Canada Day/ Ship dressed overall
4 • CNMT Rec~ption
9 & 20 - OSQABfamiliarization tours
August
1- Halifax
Natal
Day
weekend
celebrations/Annual CNMT reception
September
Russian Convoy Tour (Allied naval/merchant
navy members)
11- Mess reopens
18 & 25 - Regular Friday noon session
27- Ship closes to the public
October
HMCS Sackville and HMCS Shawinigan
stamp unveiling by Canada Post
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Program for AG'M
July 3-4
Briefings on operations of the Canadian
Naval Memorial Trust and state of the
Navy combined with social activities will
highlight the 1998 annual general
meeting of the Trust Friday and
Saturday, July 3-4 in Halifax. Following
is the program for the AGM:

Friday, 3' July
0900-0945 - R.egistration, Meet and
Greet in the Sea Room, Stadacona
Wardroom
0945-1200 - AGM in Nova Scotia Room
(opposite Sea Room),
1200-1330 - Lunch in the Sea
Room($10). Cash Bar.
1300 - National Council Meeting
1400-1600
Visit to Sackville
Interpretation Centre and Ship
1930 - Attend the 1998 Nnva Scotia
International Tattoo at Halifax Metro
Centres. (A block of 200 seats has been
reserved for Trustees and friends)

Rear-Admiral Duncan(Dusty) Miller, right, Commander Maritime Forces Atlantic
paId a visit to HMCS Sackville following his appointment 8S head of the Navy'~
Atlantic Coast operations. He was welcomed by Lieutenant-Commander Sherry
Richardson (Ret'd), commanding officer of Sackville, and LCdr James Bond,
former CO. (Herb Warman Photo)

Continued from Pg. 1

Saturday, 4 July
1830-2030 - Mixed reception on board
Sackville for Trustees. ($10 person)
The AGM registration form has been
sent to all trustees. Trustees reqUiring
additional information or assistance are
asked: to contact CNMT Secretary Ray
Soucie at (902) 434-3222(R) or 461
6600/Ext 263.
If you are unable to attend, please feel
free to complete the donation portion of
the registration form and use for your
annual trustee donation and/or donation
to
Canadian
Naval
Memorial
Endowment Fund.
A block of rooms has been reselVed
under 'HMCS Sackville' at the
refurbished Lord Nelson Hotel($70 per
night); telephone (902) 423-6331 or toll
free: 1-800-565-2020 by June 1. For
,those wishing Tattoo tickets(at $22
each), plea~e advise the secretary no
later than May 28.

respo~sible for what, and who is helping, we have set up several
committees of the board of directors. These include:
Operations: headed by Sherry Richardson, CO of Sackville who
!s ~esponsible for the operation of the ship, gift shop' and
Interpretation centre
Membership and Recruiting: Mel Baird
Endowment Fund: Tony Cormier assisted by Charlie Gunn
Public Relations: Len Canfield
Future Planning: Hal Davies
Fund Raising: (Head pending)

For our 1~98 AGM, ~nd f?r the first time, we will produce a bUdget
prepared In consultation wIth each committee. We need to know how
much we need to raise and what we can afford to spend in order to
better manage our affairs.
Our By-Laws also need some updating and we will present the
changes at the AGM.
Lastly, we need new blood. Trustees from across the country are
needed to spend two or three years on the board and contribute to
our. committ.ees. So, please send us nominations: by phone, mail, e
mall(haldavles@aol.com). I look forward to seeing many of you in
Halifax in ,July.

Hal Davies, Captain(N) (Ret)
Chair, Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
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Popular History of
Sackville Available
As we go to press, tne official "launch"
of Dr Marc Milner's book 'The History
of HMCS Sackvi II e 1941 -1,985" will be
held Sunday, May 3 on board
Sackville during Battle of Atlantic
ceremonies in Halifax.
The popular history is available in
paperback from the Sackville Gift
Shop
at
$15.00
and
$2.00
stripping/handling. For information,
contact the Gift Shop, HMCS
Sackville, PO Box 99000 Station
Forces, Halifax NS B3K 5X5
Tel: (902) 427-0550/ Ext 2837
Up Spirits!

Decisive Weapons
"Decisive Weapons of Battle of the
Atlantic," a half hour documentary
produced for use by the BBC and the
History Program features footage shot
on board HMCS Sackville in 1997.
Lieutenant-Commander Max Corkum
(Ret'd) of the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust says the
video
describes those weapons that greatly
influenced the winning of the Battle of
the Atlantic, including asdic(sonar)
and radar and the evolution of an
effective anti-submarine vessel.
'The development of these devices
and how they were used both
shipborne and airborne is well
covered by interviews with Royal
Navy
and
German
veterans,
accompanied by descriptive warliime
visuals taken from both sides of the
conflict," says Max.
''The program is an excellent history of
the Battle of the Atlantic, showing
torpedoes sinking ships as well as
attacks on submarines using depth
charges, hedgehog and aircraft
dropped depth charges."
Producer Paul Tilsey spent two days
in Sackvi1le and interviewed Corkum
and Chief Petty Officer Dick Aldhelm
White(Ret'd)· on
their
wartime
expe ri enees.

CNMT Directors attending the December meetlflg on board HMCS Sac.k:ville seemed
more attentive than usuaL.and for good reasonl At the conclusion Qf the Friday
meeting, Capt(N) Hal Davies. chairman of CNMT ordered a tot be issued. Among the
'happy crew,' seated, from left: LCdr Sherry Richardson, Capt(N) Davies and CPO
Dick Aldhelm-White; standing, Itom left: Capt(N) Mel Baird, Commodore Cha~les
Westropp, LCdr Bryan Leask, Cdr Ted! 'Smith, CPO Ray S.oucie(leanlng forward), Cdr
Len Canfield, Marven Moore and Don Cameron.

Tribute (Continued from Pg. 4)

Website Upgraded

The boy looked to the West and
whispered to his grandfather. "Look
at the sunset. It reminds me of
something we sing in church: "The

The Canadian Naval Memorial'
Trust/HMCS Sackville Internet
website has been upgraded and
expanded.

golden evening brightens in the
west, soon, soon to faithful warriors
come their rest. "
"Grandfather it reminds me of these
ships. That is what these ships are
faithful warriors at rest."
So I end this tribute to the ships of
Kelsey Bay with a tribute to the men
who served in them arnd in. other
ships of the Canadian Navy and the
Merchant Navy during WW11.

We that survive, perchance may
end our days,
In some employment meriting no
praise.
They have outlived this fear, and
their brave deeds
Will ever be an honour to their
friends.
Author unknown
- John F. Moorhead V63233

AlB·AA3 RCNVR(Ret'd)

After several meetings of the
website working group and input
from Trustees and National
Councillors, the website is up and
running although a few minor
changes need to be made as we
go to press(April). The upgrading
includes expanded text and
graphics.
The website is temporarily
located at:
URL:WWW3.ns.sympatico.cala
wilcox. Trustees will be advised
when a permanent domain is
identified.
Your comments/suggested
changes are welcome. Please
contact Len Canfield
lei: (902) 443-1726.
E-mail:
len.canfield@ns.sympatico.ca
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Tri!bute to the Ships of
Kelsey Bay
By John F. Moorhead
This is a tribute to three wonderful old
warriors of the Second World War, HMC
Ships
LaSalle,
Longueuil
and
Runnymede. They were built in Canada by
Canadians for Canadians.
Lf you had been at Kelsey Bay on
Vancouver on a nice July day in 1957 you
might have observed an elderly gentleman
walking along the shoreline with his
grandson. The sky was bright and there
was a gentle, but pronounced swell
running in the Strait of Johnstone.
As they walked along, the boy asked,
"Grandad, what are those rusty things on
the shore?"
''Well, son, those are three old Navy
frigates left over from WW11. They were
sunk there to serve as a breakwater-to
stop soil erosion from the beaches since
the shore was being washed away.
The boy said, "They're a mess now, aren't
they? They're not much use for anything,
are they?
And his grandfather said, "Let's listen and
the ships will tell us something."
As the boy looked up at the old hulk he
saw a figure on what would have been the
foredeck of LaSalle. It was a sailor.
"Hi, my name is Arbuckle. I was an able
seaman in LaSalle. At Action Stations I
served! as part of the gun crew of an anti
aircraft gun-a twin Oerlikon-on the
starboard quarter. We had a quick and
efficient gun crew."
Then there was a sound of wind and
LaSalle did indeed speak out to the man
and his grandson.
"Yes, we're a pretty sad mess now, but you
should have seen us when we were
younger. We were very proud in those
days, all done up shipshape!
LaSalle continued to speak: "I lay at my
berth in the shipbuilders' yard at Quebec
for quite a long time in the early 1940's.
Finally, I was given a camouflage coat of

John Moorhead, left, Is shown with a member of his gun CI'9W AJB Arbuckle during
second World War service in HMCS laSalle. The frigate was commissioned in 1944'ln
Quebec and paid off in late December, 1945 in Esqu'lmait.

paint and my number- K519. I thought something important was going to
happen. Many sailors and their officers began arriving. They all saluted
one another. One of the officers announced what a timely addition I would
make to the Canadian fleet and praised the crew. The sailors paraded to
and fro and like me, they too looked very smart.
"Suddenly the ceremony was over. Someone proclaimed,. 'Bring the ship
to lite.' The shrill whistle of the bosun's pipe sounded and then there was
a wild hubbub as the young sailor broke ranks and ran towards
me...makil!lg a dreadful clatter on my steel decks. Then the captain was
piped aboard. Now life was breathed into me. I was no longer just a hunk
of steel floating in Quebec Harbour.
"Now I was truly HMCS LaSalle K 519. Now I realized the importance of
this day. It was June 29, 1944 and I was commissioned."
LaSalle continued: "On a bright sunny day in July at 1944 we started down
the St Lawrence River bound for Halifax where we joined Escort Group 27.
By August we were in Bermuda for WUPs(working up practices). At the
end of August we were back in Halifax. Our crew was now ready to serve
and defend.
"We escorted convoys in and out of Halifax. We escorted merchant ships
back and forth between Newfie(Newfoundland) and Derry(Londonderry),
in fine weather and foul.
"My sailors and I went through a lot together. They kept me clean and neat
and tidy. That North Atlantic could be stormy. There were times when the
wind and waves crashed against my hull and t would .rear up and almost
stand on my stern end. Then my bow would plunge down into the waves
showing a great length of my bottom. My foredeck would be awash up to
the gundeck and the spray would fly up into the craw's nest. And the
bloody war went on 'til the first week of May, 1945 and then it was all over.
"When we returned to Halifax, we were sent to Esquimalt through the
Panama Canal and up the coast of California.
"On December 17, 1945 I was paid off at Esquimalt, dismantled in 1947
and in 1948 I was expended as a breakwater at Kelsey Bay.
"Now I lie here with two of my sisters, Longueuil and Runnymede, three of
some 60 frigates of the Canadian Navy. We still some serve some useful
purpose as a breakwater protecting the shoreline."
Continued ON Pg. 3

