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AGM Juty 2-3
In Halif'ax
Reports on activities of the Canadian
Naval Memorial Trust "in the past year
plus updates on naval operations and
activities will highlight the 13th annual
general meeting of the Trust in Halifax
Friday and Saturday, July 2-3. The
program includes:

Friday, JUlly 2
0900-0945: Registration, meet and greet,
Stadacona Wardroom (main level)
0945-1200: AGM
1200-1330: Lunch ($10)
1330: Meeting of National Council
1400-1600: Trustees free to visit HMCS
Sackville and Interpretation Centre
1900: Nova Scotia International Tattoo,
Halifax Metro Centre (Tickets: $24)

Herb Warman captl!lred HMCS Sackville at her winter berth in south end of HMC
Dockyard, Halifax using the bow of the supply vessel HMCS Provider, left, to
frame the photo. Shown In the background is a Dockyard crane.

(Continued on Pg. 2)

Chairman IS Update,:
" ...We have to loolk at options"
The arrival of Spring means different
things to different people. For members of
the Board of Canadian Naval Memorial
Trust it means finalizing the bUdget for our
new fiscal year and preparing HMCS
Sackville for another active six month peri
od of welcoming visitors.
Our activities over the winter have been
geared to ensuring the ship is ready not
only for the general public but also to host
dignitaries and groups for special events
such as the Maritime Forces Atlantic
Musical Gala to be held during Battle of
Atlantic weekend April30-May 2.
(Continued on

Prj. 2)

Nova Scotia Lieutenant Governor James Kinley, left, and LCdr. Bill Murray
(ret'd.) unveil HMCS Sackvllle commemorative stamp issued by Canada Post
Corporation at a ceremony In Hallfa'x. LCdr. Murray served as first lieutenant in
Sackville in 1944. (CFB Halifax Photo/Cpl. C. Roy)
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Saturday, July 3
0900-1100: Open House at Naval
Operations and Naval Engineering
Schools, Stadacona.
1830-2030: Mixed Reception onboard
HMCS Sackville. ($10 per person)

Ray Soucie, CNMT Secretary advises
a block of rooms has been booked
under HMCS Sackville at the Lord
Nelson Hotel, Spring Garden Road for
July 2-4 at a rate of $105 per night.
Reservatjons must be made by June 1
to obtain. this rate- telephone (902)
423-6331 or toll free 1-800-565-2020.
A block of 200 seats has been
reserved for Trustees and friends for
the Tattoo. Tickets will be issued at
registration to those who have
ordered them before May 29.
Trustees requiring additional' informa
tion or assistance are asked to con
tact Ray Soucie at (902) 434-3222.
A highlight of Saturday's program will
be tours of the Naval Operations and
Naval Engineering Schools. Among

SACKVILLE VOLUNTEER
Guy Chauvin is @ longtime political science professor at St Mary's University, Halifax
who also doubles as HMCS Sackville's librarian, He Is one of a, number of volunteers
who contribute their time to the running of the ship throughout the year. The library,
located in one of the cabins forward of the Wardroom, contains a fairly extensive
selection of naval and rela,ted publications and reference materials for use of
Trustees a.ndl researchers. Guy's naval career commenced in the early 1950's at
HMCS Cornwallis. He retired from the RCN In 1966 to pursue a teaching' career.

Trustees will recall that not long
ago, I put out an appeal for
help. However, I re,gret to
the training facilities and equipment inform you that the response
that trustees can view: Combat was less than overwhelming. If
System Training Centre (including we can't filld people to step in,
patrol frigate combat/operations we have to find another way to
gear), Marine System Trainer, get things done. We appreciate
Damage Control Tra:iner, Integrated the assistance we receive from
Machinery
Control
System, the Navy, but we also need
Navigation Simulation Trainer and more resources to maintain
Diesel Training Facility.
_ _ ._" ,aDd. up-grade what we have.
That means both effort and
money.
Chairman's Update (Continued from Pg. 1)
What kind of things am I talking
about?
The various activities planned for
* We need to increase our bilin
1999 and beyond involve a lot of work.
gual capabilities/activities,
And organizations like ours are very
including sound
stations
dependent on volunteers to get things
throughout the ship, signage
done ... not just to maintain the status
and literature
quo but to move ahead.
" We need to buy communica
In the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust,
tions and other equipment to
we have a number of hardworking vol
promote the Trust at special
unteers who, individually and collec
events across the country
tively have achieved a lot. Some of
* We also need additional
them have been doing t'he work for
resources to run the Gift Shop
years and would like to be relieved.
and carry out member support
We need more people to volurnteer, to
and other administrat,ion ser
oHer new ideas and a few hours of
vices
work each month.

* We need to take a hard look at

whether our $50 annual contri
bution is still realistic and
whether an increase after 15
years is in order.
And to improve the day-to-day
administration of the Trust, we
need to consider hiring a part
time Executive Director to co
ordinate the efforts of our
volunteers and increase our
fund raising activities.
At our AGM we will have to look
at a number of options to
ensure Sackville's successful
operation in the 21 st century,
including increasing the annual
contribution, using investment
illcome or finding an 'angel' to
support one fine but aging ship.
Your input is not only appreci,at
ed but crucial at this time. I look
forward to seeing you at the
AGM.
Hal Davies
Chair, Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust
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Wrens Pllaque Unveiled
Civilian and military dignitaries, serving and
retired members and other guests attended the
unveiling of a Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada plaque commemorating the
Women's Royal Canadian Naval Service at the
Maritime Command Museum, CFB Halifax in
March.
The museum is housed in Admiralty House
(1819) at the former HMCS Stadacona, a base
familiar to many of the Wrens who served during
the Second World War.
The plaque text reads: "Women's service' in the
military during the Second World War chal
lenged the traditional all-male armed forces.
Between 1942 -and 1946-close tQ,7,000 volun.
teers enlisted in the WRCNS and served in 26
non-eombatant occupations on Canadian naval
bases at home or abroad. By late 1943, nearly
1,000 Wrens worked in the Halifax area and
lived in HMCS Stadacona, within sight of this
spot. The WRCNS made an outstanding contri
bution to Allied victory, paved the way for future
generations of Canadian service women and
raised questions about the equality of wcrnen in
the Civilian world."
Speakers at the ceremony included Marilyn
Gurney, director of the Maritime Command
Museum who reviewed the historic significance
of the WRCNS.
Several months prior to the plaque unveiling,
Noreen Helena MacDonald, 77, died in New
Glasgow, N.S. Her husband William H.
MacDonald said his wife was the first Canadian
Wren, having signed up Aug 29, 1942 in Ottawa,
with the designation "W I." The Nova Scotia
Wrens Association has made an In Memoriam
donation to the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
in memory of Mrs MacDonald. The In Memorial
book is on display in HMCS Sackville.

In Memoriam Donations
Trustees are reminded that donations
can be made to the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust or the Canadian Naval
Memorial Endowment Fund in memo
ry of a loved one, a former shipmate or
aeq uaintance.
The Trust sends an acknowledgment
and enters both the name of the per
son being remembered and the donor
in the In Memoriam book on perma
nent display in HMCS Sackville. A tax
receipt is issued for all such donations.
This is another way to support
Canada's Naval Memorial while hon
oring the memory of a special person.

Capt(N) Hal Davies (Ret'd), chairman of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust,
addresses, guests at the unveiling of HMCS Sackvil1e commemorative stamp in
Halifax, with HMCS Glace Bay, one of the new Maritime Coastal Defence Vessels
and Sackvllle In the background. (CFB Halifax Ptiloto/Cpl C. Roy)


HMC Ships Sackville, Shawinigan Honored
Stamps honoring ships that represent the Navy of yesterday and today,
HMCS Sackville and t-1MCS Shawinigan, were unveiled at ceremonies irn
Halifax and Trois Rivieres last November.
Vice Admiral Greg Maddison, Chief of Maritime Staff, said "the Navy is
honored to have been chosen by Canada Post Corporation to have
Canadian warships portrayed on two stamps commemorating the 75th
anniversary of the Canadian Naval Reserve."
Addressing veterans, serving members and other guests at the unveiling
ofthe Sackville stamp at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, Maddison
said of the more than 100 corvettes built in Canada during the Second
World War, Sackville is the only one that remains. The ship, commissioned
in December, 1941 is maintained and operated by the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust.
"The ,Trust, under the chairmanship of retired naval Captain Hal Davies, is
working hard to keep the ship in good shape so that we can promote
greater awareness of our naval history. il am delighted with your efforts,"
Maddison said.
Nothing that most members of the wartime Navy were reservists and that
crews of Shawinigan and the other I I Maritime Coastal Defence Vessels
(MCDVS) are primarily reservists, the admiral said, "I cannot think of a bet
ter way to mark the 75th anniversary."
Capt Davies, master of ceremonies for the Halifax unveiling, drew the gath
ering's attention to the historical significance of Sackville and HMCS Glace
Bay (one of the new MCDVs) berthed adjacent to the Maritime Museum of
the Atlantic.
"The Canadian Naval Memorial Trust maintains Sackville as a symbol of
Canada's naval heritage for all Canadians, and the values of service and
leadership that the Navy of yesterday has bequeathed to the Navy of
today. Sackville honors all Canadians who have ever worn the naval uni
form and she is there to remind us of the sacrifice of those who gave their
lives in war and peace in the 20th century. Above all, she is Canada's
Naval Memorial," Davies said.
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Of Corvettes and
Comlrades in Arms
"Or, how I learned to stop
sweatingl and started to
appreciate French wines"

By Max Corkum
This story dates back to the period 1943
44 and involves the Free French corvette
Aconit and HMCS Moosejaw in which I
was serving as navigating officer. *
Through researching a number of
sources, including such books as 'Atlantic
Campaign' by Van der Vat and 'The
Hunters and the Hunted' by Jochen
Brennecke and the Internet web page 'The
U boat Net, 1939-1945' there is little doubt
that Aconit sank two U Boats, U 444 and U
432, on March 11, 1943. I cannot find
another case where a corvette sank two U
boats in one day.
My part of this story began after Aconit's U
boat. successes when Moosejaw was
detailed to share a convoy in th3 English
Channel with Aconit. It appears the Free
French did not have suitable ships for their
higher ranking officers to serve, so it was
unusual to learn that the captain of the
French corvette was a four ring captain.
Our captain' was an RCNR lieutenant
(Alex Har:v~~). The French captain, seeing
the POSSibility of confusion and the lan
guage. differe.nees, sent a signal to
MooseJaw, saying that since we ordinarily
would be the senior ship of the escort
group, would we kindly carryon with nor
m,a] control through the Commodore of the
convoy and keep Acanit advised of
changes.
Earlier we had entered the Solent, inside
the Isle of Wight from the east with a con
voy of empty ships. Aconit and another
French corvette had more empty ships.
They joined us and we proceeded west
through the Solent and then past the west
ern edge of the Isle of Wight inside the
Needles. It was getting dark and blowing
hard out of the south west and the convoy
was not far off shore. I realized the wind
and the tides could be setting us in toward
s~allow waters plus the visibility was poor
with haze and some fog. Lighthouses
were not lit except for a minute or two on
the hour, during heavy weather condi
tions.

Suddenly, the lighthouse on 8t
Albans Head switched on and was
quite visible through the haze. I
could see that on our present
course some of the ccmvoy would
be ashore in minutes. I called up
our captain who had just gone
down to his cabin and told him the
situation. All ships in the convoy
would have to alter course 45
degrees to port immediately. "Do
it," he ordered.
We signaled the convoy
Commodore and requested that he
initiate the order 'post haste.' He
reacted immediately and the ships
started clawing their way off shore
until we were well clear" then set a
course to enable the convoy to
make good on a course which did
not set us inshore.
No.w I was able to breathe a sighl of
rehef, all the while thinking at what I
would have said at a court martial
had a disaster occurred. Also, I
thought of what the captain in
Aconit might say about the hasty
maneuver without his attention and
concu rre nee.
After some time, we received a sig
nal from Aconit saying the captain
wanted to meet the officer of the
watch of Moosejaw when the con
voy arrived in port in Milford Haven.
Then I really started to sweat... all
the way back to port.
A.t Milford .Haven we tied up along
Side Aconlt. Our captain and I were
invited to dinner in the wardroom of
the French ship where we were
treated to a superb French meal
with wine at every course. And
best of all, the four ring captain said
he wanted to meet and shake
haMs with the observant officers
who had not only saved him from
an embarrassing situation but also
his reputation.
All that sweat for nothing!

,

Also serving in Moosejaw at the
time were CNMT Treasurer Don
Cameron and Don Anderson
executive officer, both of halifax.
*

National Councillor Walter Weston,
rlglht, of Londo·nl, Ont preselil,ts
Trustee Frank Crossman with a
framed print of HMCS Sackl/ille for
his support of the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust.The presenta
t Ion was made at the Stratford
Legion with members of the ReNA
Stratford Branoh in attendance.

Annuall Contribution
A reminder to Trustees who
have not made their annual
contribution for the past year or
two, please do so as soon as
possible.
Not only is the cost of maintain
ing the ship increasing but also
the expense of maintaining our
Trustee mailing list (AGM min
utes, special notices, Action
Stations, etc). We want to
ensure Trustees receive all
mailings as quickly as possible.
The cost of carrying a Trustee
who is in arrears for several
years can add up.

Enquiries, Comments
Editor, Action Station
H MCS Sackville
PO Box 99000 Station Forces
Halifax NS B3K 5X5

Tel: (902) 443-1726 (R)
E-mail:
len. canfield @ns.sympatico.ca
HMCS Sackville Web site:
httr:l/learning .ns.sympatico.caJ
cnmt

