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New Quay Honors
usailors, ships and
supplies"
As HMCS Sackville headed into historic
Bedford Basin on Sept 17, Nova Scotia
Lieutenant Governor James Kinley, veter
ans and other invited guests onboard the
58 year-old corvette paused to remember
the thousands of sailors and merchant
ships that sailed in wartime convoys from
Canada's principal East Coast port.
Sackville, the last of more than 100
corvettes built in Canada during the
Second World War, was invited to take
part in the dedication of 'Convoy Quay'
jetty at Bedford's waterfront development
project. The jetty dedication and unveiling
of the 'Marker of Distinction' occurred
almost 60 years to the day of the sailing
of the first convoy from Bedford Basin to
the U.K. on Sept 16, 1939. The oonvoy,
designated HX-1, included 18 merchant
ships escorted by the Canadian destroy
ers Saguenay and St Laurent.
Naval and Merchant Navy veterans
joined government officials and other
guests for the ceremony that recognized
the importance of Bedford Basin in the
development of Canada and the contribu
tion of convoy sailors in two world wars.
Sackville was berthed next to the new
patrol frigate HMCS St John's at the 164
metre jetty.
Guest speakers referred to the impor
tance of the convoys in winning the Battle
of Atlantic, the longest battle of the war
and the role Halifax Harbour and Bedford
Basin played in the Allied victory in
Europe.
Rear Admiral Duncan Miller, Commander
of Maritime Forces Atlantic recalled the
Allies' difficulty in maintaining 'the lifeline'
of supplies and troop~ to Europe.
"At the height of the Battle of Atlantic in
1942, the Allies were losing nearly 100

With HMCS Sackville and HMCS St.John's in the background, nava/and Merchant Navy veterans
and other guests proceed to the ceremony marking the dedication of Convoy Quay at the
Bedford waterfront development project in September. (CFB Hal/Tax photo/Cpl. Andrews)

ships a month (to enemy U-boats). It was
sheer dogged determination by Canada's
Navy and Merchant Navy which indeed
won the day. The tide turned by 1943
owing to our famous corvettes and our
incredible shipbuilding effort...(so that) by
1944 it was possible to convoy 167 ships
(the largest number ever) and one million

tonnes of cargo across te Atlantic without
a single loss."
Vice-Admiral Larry Murray (Ret'd),
Canada's Deputy Minister of Veterans
Affairs, said" we must honour our veter
ans for their sacrifices in ensuring vieto
(continued on Pg. 4)
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CO's Report: Sackvilile Welcomes 61,800 Visitors

(Herb Warman photo)

Cdr SUI Gard New
Comlmanding Offic,er
Commander W.H (Bill) Gard, above,
assumed command of HMCS Sackville
at a change of command ceremony
July 3 at Sackville Landing, Halifax.. He
relieves ILCdr Sherry Richardson
(Ret'd).
Cdr Gard was born in Toronto and
enrolled in the RCN in 1965. He attend
ed Royal Roads Military College and is
an engineering graduate of the Royal
Military College of Canada. He also
attended the Royal Naval College,
Manadon, Plymouth, Eng. for his
marine engineering application course.
During his 30 year career he served in
a number of ships, including HMCS St
Croix, Kootenay, Gatineau, Terra Nova,
Yukon and Iroquois and held a number
of shore appointments in Halifax,
Esquimalt and at National Defence
Headquarters. Prior to his retirement in
1996. he served as CFB Halifax Base
Technical Services Officer.
Cdr Gard's community activities
include serving as vice-chair of the
Halifax Regional Development Agency.
He and his wife Judith have four chil
dren and reside in Lower Sackville,
N.S.
He is the fifth commanding officer of
HMCS Sackville -since the ship was
designated Canada's Naval Memorial
in 1985.

As the new commanding officer of HMCS
Sackville, relieving lCdr Sherry Richardson
in early July, I am pleased to report an active
summer of activities and achievements,
including a near record number of 61,800
visitors to the ship
First, I would like to thank our former captain
for her dedication and tireless service to the
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and
Sackville. Sherry will remain a member of
the Board of the Trust, with special respon
sibility for liaison with the Historic Naval
Ships Association and the association's
AGM in Halifax in September of 2000.
Sackville opened to the public June 11 for
112 days at our 'downtown' jetty, and this
was followed by the CNMT's AGM July 2-3
and the change of command ceremony July
3. The ceremony, presided over by Hal
Davies, Chairman of CNMT was attended
by
Rep.r Admiral Duncan Miller,
Commander MARlANT; Capt(N) Greg
Burke, CFB Halifax Base Commander; other
dignitaries, trustees and spouses and
RCSCC St Margaret's Bay which provided a
ceremonial guard for the occasion.
July and August were busy months for our
shipkeeper Maurice McGaffney and the uni
versity students who make up our summer
brow and maintenance crew, ably supported
by our volunteer guides. Daily public dona
tions assisted in covering the crew's cost.
In mid-August, a small wedding cerernony
was held on board with our archivist Graham
McBride making a wedding garland for the
occasion, and which was displayed just aft
of the funnel. Our ship is available for such
occasions, including christenings, by con
tacting the shipkeeper.
A major summer activity was the planning
required for the ship to participate in the

dedication of the Convoy Quay at the ongo
ing Bedford waterfront development project.
On Sept 17, Sackville embarked lieutenant
Governor James Kinley, naval and Merchant
Navy veterans, media and other guests for
the sail to the new jetty where we were
berthed next to HMCS St John's. Both ships
were open to the public for the weekend,
with receptions for invited guests.
On Oct 5, Sackville returned to her winter
berth in HMC Dockyard where work is
underway with Fleet Maintenance Facility
Cape Scott to acquire and install a new
diesel generator and switchboard. Also, we
plan to install French language sound sta
tions throughout the ship as well as in the
Interpretation Centre.
As chair of the Trus~'s operations committee,
I am pleased to report that is work is contin
uing to upgrade the operations of our Gift
Shop under new manager AI Simpson.
Coming events in the next several months
include the regular Friday noon luncheons
('beer and sangies') with the last 1999 ses
sion scheduled for Dec 3; CNMT's semi
annual meeting Nov 26-27 and our
Christmas reception Dec 9 from 1830-2030
(please contact our shipkeeper before/by
Dec 2 if you plan to attend).
Trustees or veterans visiting Halifax during
the fall and winter, and who wish to visit the
ship in the Dockyard, should call the ship
keeper at (902) 427-0550/Ext 2837 to make
arrangements,
or
contact
the
South(Rainbow) Gate at Dockyard at 427
0550/Ext 3792 if no answer in ship.
In closing, if you have questions or wish
some specific information please contact me
in the ship at (902) 427-0550/Ext 2837, or
check our web site: www.hmcssackviIJe
cnmt.ns.ca.
• Cdr. Bill Gard

HMCS Sackvllle comes alongsIde the new Convoy Quay jerry at the Bedford waterfront
development project. Sackville with Lieutenant Governor James Kinley and naval and Merchant
Navy and other guests on board berthed next to HMCS St. John's and was open to the public
September 17-19,

AGM Highlights
Trustees attending the 1999 annual
general meeting of the Canadian
Naval Memorial Trust in Halifax July
2-3 were briefed on different events
during the year, including making
Canadians more aware of the rele
vance of HMCS Sackville.
Hal Davies, chair of CNMT reviewed
the Trust's objectives and the work
underway or planned to:
1< Enhance Sackville's visibility and
significance nationally through sup
porting such events as the Canada
Post
HMCS
Sackville/HMCS
Shawinigan stamp launch and! the
Navy's Musical Gala as well as
upgrading our bilingual signage and
audio-visual stations for visitors from
Quebec
1< Increase the Trust's membership
among serving members and other
individuals and organizations with an
interest in naval and maritime affairs
1< Collaborate more closely with the
Navy, Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic and related organizations to
increase joint naval heritage activities
in Halifax and the Atlantic region:
1< Continue to, raise funds for current
and long-term maintenance and
operation of Sackville, with particular
emphasis on 'growing' the Canadian
Naval Memorial Endowment Fund
(currently in excess of $600,000)
* Support significant events in 2000
including the gathering of the Tall
Ships in Halifax in July and hosting
the AGM of the Historic Naval Ships
Association in September/October
Reports presented at the AGM
included the commanding officer's
briefing, (by LCdr Sherry Richardson)
which noted a record 62,079 visitors
to Sackville in 1998, the conducting
of 24 tours including 15 OSQAB
familiarization tours for serving
members of the Atlantic Fleet, and
hosting ·noon hour and other func
tions for Navy/CF units, naval support
groups and other organizations.

More than 100 trustees attended the annual general meeting of the Canadian Naval Memorial
Trust in CFB Halifax Stadacona Wsrdroom July 2. The photo at top shows seversl members of the
Board, from left: Michael Murray, Ben Lamb, Hal Davies, chair; Sonja Bala, vlce-chairi Bilt Gard
and Ray Soucie. Below, trustee Alex Gregory addresses the meeting.

In a letter to Trustees included with
the minutes of the 1999 AGM, the
chairman summed up the different
activities by saying, in part: 'There is
of course, still much to do. Our
endowment fund is growingl...but we
still have a long. way to go to reach
our target of $5 million.The nati,onal
status of the Trust requires more
work - we are not as well known (par
ticularly in the west) as we should be.
Our membership needs to- grow;
more serving members of the CF are
j,oining, and increasingly, peop:le who
have no direct link with the Navy are
joining. This is encouraging, and
needs to be supported by all of us.
Sackville is part of our national her
itage, not just an object of importance
to sailors who happen to have served
in the Navy."

New Categories of
Trustees
The Board of the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust has approved five
trustee categories to become effective
Jan 1,2000.
The categories, and the amount of
donations are:
.. Friend'of HMCS Sackville, $50 or
more one time donation
.. Trustee, $75 or more annually
.. Life Trustee, $1,000 one time
donation
* Sustaining Trustee, $300 or more
annually
* Patron, $5,000 or more cumulative
donations
Each category provides the trustee with
certain entitlements. which are outlined
in the enclosed AGM minutes.
Reminder to trustees who have not
paid their annual contribution for the
past year: please do so as soon as
possible.
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Gift Shop Operations
Update

HMCS Ssckville's mess is 8 busy place on
many aC8sions during the year, particularly at
nOOn on Fridays. In addition to hosting out-of
town trustees and other visitors, naval sup
port and other groups there are also
opportunities to remember special occasions
such as birthdays, Here, retiring CO Sherry
Richardson presents long-time trustee Cdr.
Ted Smith with a birthday cake (minus the full
complement of candles!). Regardless of the
event, shipkeeper Maurice McGaffney always
has a good selectlon of sandwiches and other
'treats' for guests and trustees. (Herb Warman
photos)

New Quay Honors (continued from Pg. 1)

ry." He also reminded the gathering that
"HMCS Sackville represents our heritage
and the hundreds of ships built in Canada
during the war, including the convoy
escort corvettes."
Hal Davies, chair of the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust which maintains and
operates Sackville, said' the 'Last
Corvette,' as Canada's Naval Memorial,
honors all those who have served, in our
Navy. "She means a lot to many people
and is very much part of our heritage."
Sackville, restored to her 1944 configura
tion, is open to the public June to
September at her summer berth adjacent
to the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic,
Lower Water Street, Halifax.
Between 1939-45, there were 25,343
merchant ship crossings from North
American to U.K. ports under the escort
of Canadian maritime forces, many of
those ships sailing out of Halifax. These
vessels delivered 165 million tannes of
cargo to sustain the U.K. and help ensure
victory. But the six' year Battle of the
Atlantic was costly in loss of lives and

ships: close to 2,000 RCN Navy
members,
1,600 Merchant
Navy
members, 752 RCAF maritime operations
members more than 20 naval ships and
hundreds of merchant ships.
The Marker of Distinction reads, in part: "
During the great wars of 1914-18 and
1939-45, in what censors allowed to be
described only as 'An East Coast
Canadian Port,' huge convoys of ships
assembled in Bedford Basin, awaiting
naval escorts. From here they ventured
out on an arduous and highly dangerous
crossings of the North Atlantic. Through
their efforts and sacrifices, the New World
sent its vitali personnel and supplies to
help redress the imbalances of the Old.
Their ultimate victory, and the triumph of
freedom, are impeccably associated with
the sailors, ships and supplies assembled
here in Bedford Basin."

A number of changes affecting the
operations of HMCS Sackville Gift
Shop have taken place in the last sev
eral months designed to upgrade the
range of goods and services available
to Trustees and the general public.
In June, AI Simpson of Dartmouth, N.S.
was appointed manager of Gift Shop
operations
in
the
ship
and
Interpretation Centre. He relieves
Gerry Etienne who has served as man
ager for a number of years.
At, a former petty officer 1st class sup
ply tech, served 24 years in the Naval
Reserve. His service includes UN
peacekeeping tours and three years on
exchange with HMS President, London
while studying marine cargo operations
at the Port of Felixstone. On returning
to Halifax in 1980, he assumed marine
operations duties with Polish Ocean
Lines. He also had service with several
others lines, including Princess Cruise
Lines.
Among the changes introduced are a
new cash machine with a stock memo
ry of 250 line items and a new debit
machine is being' used more for
VISA/MC and account debit than cash
purchases. The latter resu"ed in
increased sales in July and August. It is
intended to make greater use of HMCS
Sackville·CNMT web site to promote
the various product offerings.
New HMCS Sackville products intro
duced or under consideration are DNa
new caps that are made of a lighter
material, an embroidered ship's crest
for jackets, sports bags,etc and a 'go
everywhere' coffee mug.
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