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SILVER CROSS BEQUEATHED T'O
CANADA'S NAVAL MEMORIAL
iLt (N) Pat Jessup
Public Affairs Officer
HMCS SACKVILLE
At the a_nnual generall meeting of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
(CNMT) in July, Trustee J. H. Vernon Toole made a special presentation
from the estate of Mrs. Anita M. Barss Vass to HMCS SACKVILLE
and CNMT. Mrs. Barss Vass was the wife of Louisbourg native, Walter
Charles Barss, engine room artificer (ERA) in HMCS ALBERN! in
1944. Barss had previously served in the ill-fated HMCS ST. CROIX.
While on patrol in the English Channel ALBERNI was torpedoed by
U-480 and sank within 30 seconds claiming the tives of 59 of her crew,
including ERA Barss. Mrs. Barss was awarded! the, Memorial Cross
(also known as the Silver Cross) in his memory which 61 years later
has been entrusted to CNMT as part of its World War 11 collection.
The Memorial Cross was instituted by Order-in-Council 2374 in
December 1919 and was awarded to mothers and widows (next of kin)
of Canadian soldiers who died on active duty or whose death was
consequently attributed to such duty during World War I. The award
has been amended several times; twice with the change of reigning
monarch and twice to change the recipient criteria to include WWll,
Korean War and merchant seamen casualities. The distribution of the
crosses is managed jointly by the Department of National Defence and
Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC). The crosses are sent automatically to
mothers and wives who qualify, and can be worn by the recipients
anytime, even though they were not themselves veterans. The cross is
engraved with the name and service number of the son or husband.
The first recipient 'of the Memorial Cross was Mrs. Charlotte Susan
Wood of Winnipeg, who lost five of her sons in the Great War.
Additionally, next-of-kin of veterans permanently admitted to National
Defence Medical facilities, because of war related injuries, i.e. gas attack
at Ypres, were given the Memorial, Cross on the death of their loved
one.
There are three categories of Memorial Crosses as shown below,
depending on the reigning monarch. A discrepancy in the numbers
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between crosses awarded and actual Canadian fatalities occurs
can be attributed to the fact that not all military members
provided NOK information at the time of enlistment.
Reigning Monarch Approximate # Awarded
Actual Canadian Fatalities
George V
58,500 WWI,
66,655
George VI
32,500 WW II
45 000
Elizabeth 11
500 Korean War, 378 UN, over 130 peacekeepers

In the post September 11,2001 world, Canada has played an
important role j'Jil the war against terrorism. Men and women
of the Canadian Forces have deployed to the theatre of war
and Canadians have suffered the loss of seven soldiers in
Afghanistan. Fourteen Memorial Crosses have been issued to
loved ones since 2002.
In November 2004, Sackville-Eastem Shore MP Peter Stoffer
presented a private member's bill in Parliament to amend the
Order in Council to reflect today's standards. The biM has been
favourably received across the country with the government
and all major veterans groups including War Amps Canada,
supporting change.
In this regard, there are several issues currently under review,
regarding the criteria for distributioD for the Memorial Cross:
J. The first indicates that the Memorial Cross would only
be issued to mothers and widows of officers and men"
who have laid down their lives for their country .... n
The modem Canadia_n situation where women serve
alongside men warrants a simple gender correction.

Walter Charles Barss

Vernon Toole presents Silver Cross to Dusty
MiIIer, Chair of CNMT
2. The second issue is to reflect today's modern family
circumstances and amend a long overdue recognition of
the "father" as a parent. While the grief of our soldiers'
mothers, wives and fiancees is acknowledged publicly, it
is time to introduce a modem sense of fairness and
acknowledge the father, husband and male fiancees as well.
"Extending the Silver Cross to fathers and husbands as well as
mothers and widows would acknowledge the personal loss of
the entire family when a loved one dies in service to our country,"
Stoffer said.
It is expected that the amendments to the existing Order in Council
will be amended by November this year and backdated to the
Korean War.

Mrs. Anita M. Barss Vass

Vernon Toole

2.
~.

----'--------=-----_.......-.-_-......-_--~---

Chair's Update:
'Wavy Navy Players' Draw Visitors
When our BoA 60'h anniversary group retumed from Northern
Ireland we recognized that Spring had yet to start in Halifax.
June was wet and the tourists didn't re<lJly stat1 visiting HMCS
SACKV1LLE until Tattoo time in early July ... and now the
summer has flown by. However, we have held our own with
visitors as our "Wavy Navy" Players have been attracting a crowd
and giving them a super $3 tour under the watchful eye of our
dedicated volunteers fro111 the Chief &Pelty Officers Association.
My thanks to Jacqui Good who assembled the players and
imparted her experience as a director/producer. The Players put
on a "skit" every half-hour at peak times when cruise ships are in
port and during the Busker Festival in August. I hope that the
figures will support the Players as a regular annual feature of
SACKVILLE's time downtown.
Many thanks to Ray Soucie for organizing a fine AGM at the
new STADACONA Combined Mess and for the support of tbe
mess staff. A full report will be forwarded to all Trustees in the
Fall but finances are in good shape and the membership has grown
by 50 per cent. We all enjoyed the 2005 Tattoo and would Jove to
see a greater dark blue presence. A reminder: We have gone to a
calendar year and it is (> good time for each Trustee to join up one
new member (including your spouse, children or grandchildren
as a Christmas gift) Trustee Neil Black once again organized a
super SACKVILLE golf tournament and raised significant funds
for CNMT. Well-done Neil. .. and he is keen to add a Bowling
Tournament and a Dart Tournament next!
Special thanks also go to the Bonnie/Maggie Reunion organizers
who donated $1300 to CNMT, and to the Naval Officers
Association who donated $2000 for our capital project and $1000
to our essay competition.
The C&POs Association once again held a pancake breakfast
benefit aboard on Halifax Natal Day. Many thanks to all of them
and to their new president, Graham McBride.
The Waterfront Development Corporation have been briefing
govemment offLcials on the Queen's Landing Project (adjacent
to Sackville Landing) which features SACKVILLE inside a
complex surrounded by an 800 seat dinner theatre, and a sound
and 1igh<! show of a U-Boat attack. Visitors would see
SACKV1LLE's hull through an aquarium! We are all very hopeful
that the three levels of govemment will be as enthusiastic about
the project as we are.
HRM has also unveiled a project for Fou nders Square /Sackville
Landing which will feature the Merchant Navy

His like will not pass this way again - Sg. Smokey Smith VC (a

great friend of the Trust).
and a Battle of the Atlantic Theatre. The Sailors Statue would
be moved closer to SACKVILLE. The development is being
managed in conjunction with the Queen's Quay Project.
The strategic planning group led by Capt (N) (reed) Ted Kelly
have been busy developing future plans, from Web site
enhancements to capital fundraising and have 'recruited'
Commodore (reed) Ken McMillan to put together the major
fundraising organization. Vice Admiral (ret'd) Jim King has
put the final touches on our Business Plan 2005-2010. It bas
been a very active summer and a delight to chair such a large
number of dedicated volunteers.
The recent passing of Victoria Cross recipient Sgt Ernest
(Smokey) Smith in Vancouver reminded many Trustees of
when he was welcomed aboard SACKVILLE in 2000. It was
a proud moment for all of us as he inspected the quarter guard
and proceeded to spin stories in the mess. He loved the Navy
and it was especially fitting that he was buried at sea from
HMCS OTTAWA. He was a character and fit right in with all
those who SACKVILLE represents as Canada's Naval
Memorial. Long may his memory exist and long may CNMT
continue to honour such heroes. BRAVO ZULU Smokey from
all of us in the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust. You truly
were a veteran of all veterans.
In closing, a reminder to keep up to date on naval matters by
reading the Canadian Naval Review's second edition. You can
e-mail for a copy or subscription to naval.review@dal.ca or
phone 902-494-3769.
Enjoy the rest of the summer.

WELCOME ABOARD

Trustees

"Wavy Navy Players," Brian MacQuan'ie and Luke Brown.

William J. Fenrick
LI(N) Jonathan A. Kouwenberg
Lt(N) James Albert Parker
Mr. Michael D. Brown
Lt(N) J.W. Jenkins
Mr. William G. Bender
Mr. Les Harvey
Mr. Leo Arkelian
I
Daren & Elizabeth Roberts
'
PO Dave Lundrigan
Rose & Tony Mathieu
Mr. Kenneth E. Meredith
Rear Admiral William Hughes'
!
Mr. Fred C. Blair
Mr. y.I. Robc~rt Allan
Capt(N) John Nethercott
Helep J. Campbell
Mr. Dick Hodgson
LCOL Sa'muel H.Jopling
Dr. G. Allan Pengelly
Rear Admiral Richard H. Leir
Mr. Ralph W. Edwards
Mr. Terry E. Monaghan
Cdr Philippe Lebel
LS Patrick McMerty
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The Captain's Small Brown Book
By Marlene May

A small brown book is
displayed behind glass
on board HMCS
SACKVILLE.
It
doesn't appear to be of
any significance but
when one looks
closely it is obvious
that it is a prayer book.
This Common Prayer
Book was owned and
used by LCdr Alan
Easton RCNR, the
captain of SackviUe from April 1942 until March 1943. He
was recognized as one of the most experienced escort
commanders during the war.
On the first page ofthe book he has signed his name and listed
the four ships he commanded during the war, HMCS
BADDECK, HMCS SACKVILLE, HMCS MATANE and
HMCS SASKATCHEWAN. Each name is written in a
different ink so one assumes each name was added as he took
command ofhis new ship. Slipped between the pages are seven
small slips of paper with short prayers typed on them. One
can also see where he marked pages with paperclips. The rust
~
marks and indentations are still there.
As I leafed through the book I wonuered about the man Who
owned and used this book throughout the war and must have
uttered these prayers aloud in the presence of his crew.
Fortunately be kept a log or diary during his wartime
experience and after the war wrote a book
telling of the challenges that faced him as a
captain of four ships whose main duty was to
act as an escort for the North Atlantic Convoys
from the summer of 194 I until August 1944.
His book 50 North~ published in 1963 was on
our bookshelf, so I settled down to learn more
about the war from this man's perspective.
There is a distinct difference between fact and
fiction. Had the story been fictitious with
imaginary characters, it would have been
nothing more than an adventure. However,
Easton's characters were real men, more
accurately, very young men and boys. Their
experiences were not fanciful Hollywood
escapades but very real, often life-threatening
affairs.
Easton came to tbe navy more qualified than
many of his contemporaries. He had a !""""'~~~
background as a merchant seaman and leader. His first ship,
HMCS Baddeck was more than a chal1enge for him. It was
plagued with engine troubles and constantly broke down
causing frustrations and embarrassment for the new
commander. As well the crew was made up of young
inexperienced men who were totally naive about life at sea,
unaware of the cramped quarters aboard a corvette, of the
necessity of all p-ulling together, or of the discipline that was
required of them. During his short time in command of
Baddeck, Easton got rid of those crew members who were a
threat to the safety of the crew and acquired a good group of
4.

sailors who were willing to learn and work together as a team.
He was elated when he took command of Sackville and was able
to take his entire crew with him.
He was able to spend time for exercises with the crew before
taking on any escort responsibilities. This was a new attempt by
the navy, organized to carry out a program of "work-ups" for
ships after they had been commissioned or were starting out from
a refitting yard with a high proportion of new men in their crew.
One wonders if the crew on board Baddeck might have
experienced fewer difficulties if they had been part of such a
program.
As I read Easton's memoirs, I looked for references as to when
he might have used the prayer book. He tells of mustering the
crew on deck on a Sunday morning for prayers and marking the
pages he wanted to use with paperclips as pieces of paper would
blow away. He only mentions two burials at sea. One for a
merchant sailor they rescued, and another on board HMCS
Saskatchewan for one of their own who was killed during
operation "Dredger" a battIe with Gennan ships between Brest
and Ushamt. He teHs of being strongly effected when he entered
his sea-cabin and viewed the body of. .. "one of the cleanest cut
fellows I knew on board".
MuchoftheAtlantic Convoy duty was boring. hour after hour of
tension, weariness and vigilance. The worst time was dusk when
another ominous night faced them. Easton states that they had
two enemies to contend with, the submarines and the North
Atlantic. He describes the rolling and heaving ofthe small ship
in the monstrous waves and the effect it had on the men whose
quarters were often awash with salt water sloshing on the decks.
Even the heartiest of souls were hard pressed to overcome the
sea-sickness that attacked them as the ocean tossed their little
ship about as if she was a toy. For Easton, the North Atlantic
became a cold, heartless enemy that he came to
bate as he made his way across it on numerous
occasions. Even the radar proved useless in the
tumultuous seas when the waves were bigger than
the ship. When he entered Halifax harbour for
the last time he stated, " .. shall never go to sea
again - and I am not sorry, fond as I am of ships
and men".
The submarines were a constant threat every night
of their passage across the ocean. Sleep was
snatched, but never for long periods of time. His
admiration for the crews aboard the merchant
ships, who were the real targets of the U~boats,
is expressed many times throughout his book.
They were so very vulnerable and often until one
was attacked the escort was unaware of the Uboats presence. Coming across the wreckage,
empty life-boats, and debris floating in the water
""':::~!....J in the morning light had a staggering effect on
the crews of the escort ships. All were aware it could be them
next time. Easton knew the fate ofthe ship depended on one man
-the captain..
As once again I held the small brown Prayer Book in my bands 1
felt I knew a little more about the man who had been its owner.
He, like I am sure every other military person during that period
of time, felt fear but it didn't stop him from doing his job to the
best ofhis ability. We owe so much to men like LCdr Alan Easton,
who gave their youth, and many their very lives, so we have the
freedom we experience and take for granted today.

:r

Captain's Corner:
Animated Tours Generate Interest
The 2005 visitor season has past the halfway point and HMCS
SACK VILLE, as other waterfront organizations, has
experienced a drop in visitor numbers compared to past years.
In an attempt to increase the nwnber of visitors and improve
the quality of the visit experience, several young actors were
hired to provide animated tours of the ship. This summer is a
"proofofconcept" a.llddevelopment season for the 'Wavy Navy'
Players program for both the Trust and the actors. The animated
tours (between II a.m. and 2 p.m.) have generated a lot of
interest, with many favorable conunents received. The program
will be reviewed in depth at the end of the season.
The lawsuit, resulting from the sinking of the vessel Larinda
during Hurricane Juan in 2003, is again active. The 'discovery
phase' started in mid-August.In this phase, the lawyers from
both sides question the potential witnesses for the other side to
detennjne what their testimony would be in court, and also to
question witnesses, in an attempt to uncover additional areas to
explore to advantage. Sackville's First Lieutenant, Jim Reddy,
and I were the principal witnesses questioned by Larinda's
lawyer.
The process of the lawsuit will be: discovery phase, followed
by accumulation of data and expert opinion on the adequacy
and appropriateness of action take by both parties preceding,
during and after the actual incident. Once both sides have built
their case and analyzed all their data, tiley will negotiate with
each other, considering the strength of their case versus the
risk of seeking judici a1 settlement in court. If both sides agree
on an out of court settlement, the case will be resolved at that
point; if not, we will be involved in actual court liti·gatio.n. In
either situation, resolution is SOrrie months away.
SACKVILLE has been the beneficiary of the generosity of her
friends and supporters in several fund raising events this
summer. The annual golf tournament, with principal organizer
Neil Black, held in early July, contributed just over $5000 to
the CNMT Endowment Fund. The Atlantic Chief and Petty
Officers Association Natal Day Pancake Breakfast, held on
board SACKVILLE August 1 was highly successful, renewed
many acquaintances and contributed $500 to SACKVILLE's
endowment fund.
SACKVILLE will be involved in a different and happier
"escort" role for the Canadian Merchant Navy on Sept 11,2005.
The Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans Association is holding
a reunion in Hatifax Sept 9-11. On Sept 11 Parks Canada wi II
hold a reception for the veterans in P-ier 21. In support oftthis
gathering, SACKVILLE will move by tug to Pier 21, embark
the Merchant Navy veterans and remain alongside while yachts
from the Convoy Cup organization, principally Dartmouth Yacht
Club boats, sail part in salute. Each yacht will display a banner
with the name of a ship that participated in the trans-Atlantic
convoys. On completion of the sail past the veterans will
proceed ashore and SACKVILLE will return to her bertn at the
Maritime Museum.

Trustee Clem Francis is shown with the handsomely crafted
Mug Rack he made and donated to the mess.

From My Ditty Bag
What was the name of the first RCN ship fitted with an air
conditioning system and in what year was it installed?

Graham McBride, president of the C&POs Association,
presents a cheque for $500 to Capt. Wendall Brown. The
money was raised at the Pancake Breakfast.

Cdr (ret'd) Wendall JJrown
Commanding Officer HMCS Sackville
Frank Gowanlock and Marlene May dish-up the food at the
,C&POs pancake breakfast.
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Three Generations of Trustees'
Submitted by Cathy Berrigan

Tmslees Caitlin and Hailey Berrigan.jrom Ann Arbor, Michigan, are
welcomed 011 board by Chail; Dusty MilicI:

It was tea time on a beautiful July day, a lovely opportunity for
three of HMCS Sackville's Trustees to be enjoying the warm
afternoon sun. Setting up on the sunny deck was the natural choice
- not every day in Nova Scotia lends itseIf to afternoon teas 'al
fresco' and we seized the opportunity.
As the three ladies assembled around the table, there 'were the
expected 'oohs' and 'aahs' as the cookies and little biscuits were
unveiled - there were no dieters here! The hostess selected a little
milk with her Earl Grey and a tasty treat on the side. The second
young lady opted for a little more cream and a lot more sugar, a
hint that perhaps it was the company and the biscuits that held her
appeal more so than tbe tea itself. TIle third little miss, having
been told that caffeine might deter her growth, opted for a cup of
apple juice instead. After all, at just three years of age and not
quite three feet in stature - she was taking no chances.
Yes, you read it right - all three ladies are Tmstees: my mom,
Marlene May and my two daughters, Caitlin (12) and Hailey
(three). How it all came about is an interesting story. It started, as
many great things do, as a problem. What to get mom and dad
(Dennis May) for their birthdays this year? When asked for their
ideas, the girls had plenty, Grandma likes to knit, garden and read;
lots of food for fodder there. Grandpa likes to fish and read old
cowboy stories; not bad. But we were lookjng for something with
a little more 'oomph.'
That's when the great idea was first mentioned. It was Caitlin
who lit the spark. "Well, you know Grandpa really loves the Navy
and Grandmajoined too .. , so maybe we could join the navy. Well,
not the REAL navy, but you know, Grandma joined that ship in
Halifax maybe we could join too - I bet they would like that."
Said like that, it did sound like a good idea. The Navy was always
a big part of my life growing up. My dad managed to impart his
love of the sea, ana joy in having spent his career career as a
sailor, to each of illS grandchildren. My mom too has 'jumped on
board' and has gladly taken an active role in supporting the legacy
ofHMCS Sackville. But, could we make it work?
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I couldn't find anything lhat restricted l11embership as a Truslee
based on age and more and more, the idea really appealed to me.
I just knew that the gesture ofthe girls becoming Trustees would
solidi fy in my parents' hearts of how proud we all were of not
only of dad's scrvice in the Navy, but also the work they were
both doing in their retircment years to preserve and foster the
history and legacy ofan imp011ant pari in Canada's naval heritage.
So, c-mails were sent, the dues were paid and it wasn't long before
a warm welcome was extended to each of the girls. They were so
thrilled with their cap tallies and pillS and have them on proud
display in their rooms.
Therefore, it was with a real sense of honor and belonging thai
Caitli 11 headed off to assist her grandparents this past Nata I Day
with the Pancake Breakfast. She wore her Trustee pin proudly as
she took orders and delivered breakfast trays to those who came
out to enjoy the event. But Caitlin wasn't alone. That day both of
the Sackville's young Trustees were working towards Her
bct1ennent. Hailey came down for breakfast and brought her other
grandmother along. Nanny Patsy, although a life-long resident
of Halifax, had never been on board ~ naval ship before. But,
with her granddaughter she was introduced to a little slice of
naval history and enjoyed her breakfast and tour of the ship so
much she hopes to be back next year - with more grandchildren
in tow.
So, there you have it - the perfect solution to gift-giving for the
old sea dog and his first mate. But what about next year? Of
course the girls will renew their membership but what of a new
challenge? WeJl, I think I've found the answer to that one too 
next year there will be one more Trustee at the tea paI1y. That's
right, come December I'll be sending in my dues along with those
of my daughters. Here's to a three generation family ofTrustees!
Great job mom and dad!

Trustee Angus MacDonald receives his birthday giftfrol11 his daughter,
Alisol/, a cerlijicate in/anl/illg him a donation has been made to CNMT
ill his /lome.

Gift Shop Report
Don Mackey
Of interest to trustees is the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust's
commemoration project book to mark the 60 th Annivcrsary of
the turning point of the I3attJe of tile Atlantic. The book, In Peril
011 the Sea, written by Peter Graves, chronicles Canada's
important but sometimes forgotten role in the longest battle of
World War Two. The book comes in two f01111ats, paper back
($35) and hard cover (5;70). The hard cover edition is a numbcrcd
limited edition of only 250 copies.

Internment of Ashes at Sea
Ray Soucie
This is a long standing practice going back into the mists of
time. The Canadian Navy no longer commits bodies to the sea,
but does accept ashes for burial. Ashes can be forwarded to the
Formation Chaplain through a funeral home, by courier or by
mail. Ashes may also be hand delivered. The Formation
Chaplain's Office is located at Room 324, Building S-90,
Stadacona, Halifax. The mailing address is Formation Chaplain
Maritime Forces Atlantic PO Box 99000 Stn Forces Halifax,
NS, B3K 5X5 The following information is required to
accompany the remains:
Cremation certificate or burial permit
Particulars of the deceased; fun name, fast military rank,
religion, age at death, residence, birth date, place ofdeath,
date of death, ,copy of the obituary
Next ofkin information: full name, relationship, address,
contact phone numbers
Details of the deceased's military career, ifknown.
Special requests regarding committaL are not nonnally possible
(eg. Ship, location, date). WI1en the asbes are received, they arc
placed in the columbarium at St. Brendan"s Chapel, Stadacona,
until a chaplain deploys. At that time, the family is advised by
phone of the date, the name of ,the ship, the chaplain, and the
expected time of the committal. After the committal has
occurred, it is confirmed with the next-of-kin by phone, and a
sea chart showing the latitude and longitude is forwarded as
soon as possible. Please note, no family members are permitted
to sail with the designated ship. The only exception to the above
is if the ashes are .requested to be held for HMCS Sackville for
committal on Battle of Atlantic Sunday. Family members are
permitted to sail with Sackville (some conditions may apply),
The Formation Chaplain's Office coordinates all aspects of the
committal process. For additional information, especially about
the appropriate packaging of ashes for committal at sea, please
phone 902-721-8660.
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Crossed the Bar
Twilight and the evening bell,
And after that the dark.
I hope to see my pilot's face
When I have crossed the bar.
Al fred Lord Tennyson, 1809-\892

Mr. Charles Rathgeb
Mr. Jolm E. Milburn
LCdr Muriel Berryman
Q' Dr

•
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Londonderry and the
Royal Canadian N,avy
Cmdr Campbell RN
At the beginning of the last war, Germany commenced an
unrestricted campaign against allied merchant shipping with a
total ofonly 27 long range U boats. These were Type VII Boats
with a maximum underwater speed of7 knots for a period of
one hour. To gain an attacking position on a convoy, it was
therefore usually necessary to make use of their surface speed
of 17 knots, accepting the risk of detection from aircraft.
From the defender's point of view it was highly desirable to
have airfields as near as possible to the convoy' routes to provide
maximum cover and also near the escort bases so that ships
and aircraft could train and debrief together for maximum
efficiency.
That Londonderry met these requirements and was
geographically the most suitable site for an escort base was
recognized from the outset. Its value was so evident that the
US Navy starting extending the port some five months before
they entered the war. With increasing range ofships and aircraft
by 1943 the convoys were provided with cover throughout their
journey and the tide began to tum against the U boat in the '
Battle which Churchili described as "the only thing' that
frightened me during the war." It was appropriate that
Londonderry was chosen as a destination port for surrendering
Gennan V-Boats at the end ofthe war.
The Royal Canadian Navy's contribution to Londonderry's
offensive role was substantial from 1942. Over one fifth the
90,000 strength of the RCN operated out of the port in over
200 escorts. The "Newfie to Derry Run" was a major
component of the Canadian war effort and by 1943 just under
half of the escort work from Londonderry was carried out by
Canadian ships. Overall, more than 400 ships, almost half of
the North Atlantic escort force, were Canadian; an extraordinary
contribution from a country that could boast of only 6 escort
vessels in ) 939.
It was in recognition of this astonishing Canadian import into
the Battle of the Atlantic that so much emphasis was put on
the participation of RCN ships and Veterans in the 60 th
Commemeration of the Battle in May 2005. HMCS Goose
Bay and Sbawinigan and over 100 Veterans headed by Vice
Admiral MiJ\er, were present and participated in a fun weekend
programme of activities, culminating in a service in Derry
Cathedral where a commemorative ship's bell was dedicated.
The weekend's events not only brought together the visiting
servicemen from Canada, Belgium, Poland and Ireland, but
brought about the involvement of the whole Londonderry
community in a memorial to an important part of the city's
history.
The unique contribution made by the Royal Canadian Navy to
the vital Battle waged from Londonderry had not and will not
be forgotten. The Royal Navy Association in Ireland is currently
working towards a return visit to Canada in 2006 to renew and
strength~n the bonds which were forged during the last war
and which link the city enduringly with their friends in Canada.
7.

Ray.s Daily Orders
NOTE:The ship is now berthed at Sackville Landing, at the foot ofSackvil1e Street,
and the Mess is open Fridays from 1200 to 1400 approx. Sandwiches requirements
to CBM at 429-2! 32, (leave voice mail msg if calling after hours) NLT secure
Thursdays, or if you plan on visiting every Friday, feel free to place a standing
order. It is intended to remain at our summer berth until mid to end Oct 2005.

Lost and Looking
Trustee Bryan Elson is assisting the Tmst in its historical research program. [f you
served in HMCS HALLOWELL, had contact with or knowledge of this ship, please
con'tact him.
Bryan Elson, 102 Diana Grace Ave., Dartmouth, N.S.,. B2W 6A2.
(Tel/Fax) 902 462-4731 (Cell) 902 222-3136
e-mail jbelson@ns.sympatic9.ca

Answer to My Ditty Bag
HMCS Swansea, 1945. She was paid ofT in October 1966 and broken up in 1967 at
Savona, Italy.

The Last Word
The Sackville Connection
I read with great interest the reports on the BoA ceremonies in Londonderry, especially
the narrative that accompanied the picture of the grave of "Stoker Petty Officer"
A.P. Aucoin. Permit me to add some addi,lional infonnation about A.P. Aucoin.
Paul Aucoin was a Steward not. a Stoker Petty Officer. Paul and I were part of the
commissioning crew ofH.M.C.S. Baddeck and we also served on H.M.C.S. Sackville
together. On each of these ships Paul was steward to LCdr. Easton and he went to
H.M.C.S. Matane with LCdr. Easton.
In conversation with LCdr. Easton after the war, he mentioned that he had offered to
take Paul with him to H.M.C.S.Saskatchewan but Paul had elected to stay with
Matane, implying of course, that had Paul gone to Saska'tchewan he would most
likely have survived the war.
On Sackville Paul was, I believe, a Leading Steward. 1 am not aware of his final
rank. It would appear that the designation on his "marker" is incorrect. Paul was a
quiet affable person and it was a privilege to know him. The sad part of the
story is that Paul left a wife and five children.
Ken Medford
Trustee
Thank you for your comments re our last edition ofAction Stations. You are
absolutely correct regarding infonnation about Paul Bert Aucoin, originally
from Plateau N.S., a steward on board HMCS Matane, who died 21/07/44.
However the grave we visited in Londonderry City Cemetery was that of
Petty Officer Stoker, Amadee Patrick Aucoin, originally from Pointe Cross,
N.S., who died 15/06/44. It is a coincidence that both men who died while
serving in HMCS Matane had such similaJ names, PB Aucoin and AP Aucoin.
The Editors
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