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Convoy Cup Regatta 2010
Jim Reddy

On Saturday and Sunday, 18 and 19 September, HMCS SACKVILLE played
a part in the 5th running of the biennial Halifax Convoy Cup Regatta.
In 2002, the Convoy Cup sailing event was established here in Halifax. The
aim was to honour our Second World War North Atlantic veterans by way of
a modern yachting competition out of the very port from which so many of
the convoys sailed to sustain the Allied war effort. This year, SACKVILLE
marked the Race Committee end of the start line for the ocean race event.
Twelve yachts crossed the line with spinnakers flying in a downwind start. With
light winds, all finished the 55 mile course through the middle watch some 14
hours later. On Sunday afternoon in the rain and mist, 13 yachts motored past
SACKVILLE in column, rendering salutes to the Naval Memorial. Veterans
were embarked in SACKVILLE as well as some of the yachts to make this a
poignant and colourful event. The CO, Wendall Brown and Merchant Navy veteran Doug Himmelman acknowledged the salutes, one notably including bagpipes. Another yacht had the special honour of her rails being manned by Norwegian sailors from the visiting submarine HNoMS UTVAER. As has become
tradition in the Convoy
Cup, each yacht carried a
banner with the name of
a merchant or naval vessel that took part on the
wartime convoys. Later at
the Dartmouth Yacht Club,
veterans, competitors and
guests all gathered for the
traditional awards ceremony. The guest of honour, in
view of the Navy’s Centennial, was the new Atlantic
Fleet Commander, ComTrustee Murray Knowles chats with a Norwegian modore Larry Hickey with
submariner during the reception at the Convoy Cup the Fleet Chief, CPO1 Dave
regatta.
MacDonald. The awards
were followed by entertainment by a unique performer from Newfoundland,
finishing off a great weekend on the water with some real fun. All in all, another great event “Honouring Those Who Served”. Much more can be seen at
convoycup.com

HMCS SACKVILLE’s Commanding Officer, Wendall Brown,
at the microphone during presentation at the Convoy Cup
regatta.
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Chairman’s Reports
The activities of the Trust are never ending and in
this year as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the Royal Canadian Navy things seem to be more
hectic than usual. Elsewhere others will detail some
of these activities including our participation at the
DEFSEC Conference and the Convoy Cup. The
Board met in the ship on September 3rd, 2010 and
its committees are gearing up for busy fall and winter programmes.

Changes in Leadership
I would like to officially welcome onboard the new
editor of Action Stations Yves Perron, CD, P.Eng.,
PMP, currently the Manager/Technical Services of
DRDC Atlantic. Yves stepped forward following my
request for volunteers in the last edition. On your
behalf I will say a heartfelt thank you and BZ to
Marlene and Dennis May who are turning this over
to Yves with this edition. Another engineer on the
board can’t be a bad thing, can it?
Unfortunately Dusty Miller has had to go to New
Zealand somewhat earlier than expected on family
business and as a result I have had to try to pick up
the pieces in the development committee’s work. I
have met with representatives of the Minister of National Defence and the Provincial Government.
At Maritime Command Atlantic, RAdm David Gardam has assumed command from RAdm Paul Maddison. I had the opportunity of a private briefing
with the Admiral on the activities of the Trust and
a further opportunity to brief the Formation Council, many of whom are also new to their jobs. I am
very thankful of the ongoing support of our partners
in Maritime Command and welcomed on your behalf the new Commander to his post. He will be our
guest in the mess some Friday in the near future.
We have appointed Collins Barrow as our Auditors
for the coming year.

New Initiatives
For a variety of reasons including the preliminary
results from the report on the long term preservation of the ship undertaken by DRDC Atlantic we
advised the Waterfront Development Corporation
on August 6th, 2010 that we will not be part of the
Queen’s Landing Project on the Halifax waterfront.
Rather we will plan a separate project for the Canadian Naval Memorial, possibly in conjunction with
the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic.
Led by the chair of our PR committee, Len Canfield,
the commemorative book on the Royal Visit to the
ship is proceeding at full ahead. Our friends at Irving Shipbuilding Inc are helping out with the costs
and the copy is now with the designers and printer.
Look for this limited issue for your Christmas shopping.
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Gift shop Manager Don Mackey advises the cost of the Pusser’s Rum decanter
is $75 for one or $70 for two or more. There are no mail orders and they are not
available for shipping from SACKVILLE. If you wish to have one shipped, Don will
forward your name and address to Pusser’s directly. Don’s tel #: 902-429-2132/4272837 or e-mail: donmackey@ns.sympatico.ca

We have received a limited quantity of the Pusser’s Rum Canadian Naval Centennial decanter at the gift shop. This is a beautiful piece and one that will sure
to improve the flavour of its content. Pusser’s have been very supportive of the
Trust and your purchase of one or more of these decanters will not only provide
a keepsake of the Centennial but will also generate revenue for the Trust.
On September 29th, 2010 the Trust hosted a dinner to recognize the outstanding
contributions of a number of Trustees and thank those retiring from the board.
All of the Board members were worthy of this recognition but I selected six
whose service had been above and beyond the call of duty. They are Hugh
MacNeill, Hugh MacPherson, Marlene and Dennis May, Phil Webster and
Wendall Brown. They were presented with a small keepsake to commemorate
the occasion.

Ahead
The next Board meeting will deal with the budget for 2011 and set targets for
performance by the various committees. We have been offered, and will try
to participate in the Navy Appreciation Days in Ottawa, along with the Navy
League of Canada to further spread the SACKVILLE message.
Reminders will shortly be mailed to those of you who have been delinquent in
sending in your annual donations. You can avoid this annual cost and effort to
the Trust if you could see your way clear to become a Life Trustee. Installment
payments credit or debit card deductions or post-dated cheques are all acceptable. Please contact Josee Kurtz or Phil Webster for details. Traditionally the
past Chairs get together in the ship for lunch in the fall and I will host them
again this year on your behalf, as the schedule permits. Their continuing interest and advice is very important to me and to the continuity of the activities of
the Trust.
Now with the autumn upon us we will redouble our efforts to move the permanent home for SACKVILLE closer to fruition. Your ongoing support and
encouragement are very much appreciated.
Yours aye
John Jay, CD, P.Eng.
Chairman

Participants Sought for
2011 Derry Pilgrimage

Royal Visit Commemorative
Book Available

Trustee Pat Jessup reports plans are underway to organize a Battle
of the Atlantic pilgrimage to Londonderry (Derry), Northern Ireland in early May, 2011. But time is of the essence in making
arrangements and interested participants are asked to contact her
as soon as possible.



 

In May 2005, Canadian veterans of the Battle of the Atlantic and
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust trustees representing HMCS
SACKVILLE were well received at commemorative ceremonies
in Derry as guests of the Royal Naval Association Londonderry
(RNAL). The veterans participated in several BoA events including
a formal dinner, parade, wreath laying and church services. During
these events a specially-designed ‘Convoy Bell’ was consecrated
at St Columb’s Anglican Cathedral that included SACKVILLE’S
cox’n and colour party. The bell is secured in SACKVILLE where
it is used during BoA ceremonies and other occasions throughout the year. Similarly, a second bell commemorating the famed
‘Newfie-Derry Run’ was consecrated at the Anglican Cathedral of
St John the Baptist Church in St John’s, Nfld during ceremonies
in 2007. This bell was dedicated in St Columb’s Cathedral during
BoA ceremonies in Derry last year and is on display in the Tower
Museum, Derry.
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The two bells commemorate more than 4200 Canadian naval and
merchant sailors and airmen who lost their lives between 1939
and 1945 while maintaining shipping lanes from North America
to Europe during the longest battle of the war. During WW II, the
port of Derry was ideally located as a ship maintenance and repair
facility and for providing much needed rest and relaxation for tens
of thousands of sailors on convoy duty.
Pat says “plans for the no-host visit to Derry include participation in all RNAL BoA activities including formal dinner May 7
and wreath laying ceremony May 8. If you are interested please
contact me soonest since RNAL needs numbers to be able to book
function facilities. I have pre-booked rooms at the Tower Hotel in
Derry which is adjacent to both the War Memorial at the Diamond
and St Columb’s Cathedral, but again I need numbers to hold the
rooms. A draft itinerary includes overnight flight to London May
3, two days in London May 4-5, flight to Belfast May 6 and train/
bus to Derry. At this point, we’re max-flex and I welcome comments/suggestions to improve the program. I can be reached at
902-462-3089 or patjessup@ns.sympatico.ca
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In welcoming Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to HMCS SACKVILLE during
the International Fleet Review June 29, John Jay, Chair of CNMT
said, in part: “Your Majesty, there have been many memorable
days in the life of this small ship...and your visit will always be
remembered by the Trustees as a most significant event in our history.” To capture the excitement and significance of the Royal
Visit to Canada’s Naval Memorial and plaque unveiling ceremony, CNMT has produced a 32 page full-color publication on glossy
stock that records the event, including 50 photographs showing
many of the more than 500 Trustees and veterans, serving members, community leaders, cadets and other guests that attended the
ceremony. For Trustees and others, the book is a keepsake memento and also makes an ideal Christmas gift for a family member
or friend. The book is available through HMCS SACKVILLE Gift
Shop at $18 per copy (plus shipping). To order, contact Gift Shop
Manager Don Mackey at tel: 902-429-2132 (summer berth)/902427-2837 (Dockyard berth), or e-mail: donmackey@ns.sympatico.
ca, or mail: HMCS SACKVILLE, PO Box 99000 Station Forces,
Halifax, NS B3K 5X5

Editor’s Note
As I start my new duties with Action Stations, I would like to solicit articles, letters to the editor and photos. If you have material
you wish to contribute or suggestions for stories please forward to
me at theperrons@belliant.net or tel: 902-431-1129.
Yves Perron, Editor
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Off The D-Day Beaches
In previous episodes, we followed young Quentin Brown from his enlistment in the RCNVR, through officer training, a shore posting, and
his initiation to seagoing duties in HMCS FRENCH and MALPEQUE.
In March 1944, MALPEQUE, a Bangor-class minesweeper, crossed
the Atlantic by way of the Azores. On June 14, 1944 Brown wrote:
“Since then it’s been waiting, training, preparation of all sorts for the
events of the past week... but something can now be said which I suspect may interest you…I have seen a bit of France! Not from extreme
range with good binoculars, but looming unpleasantly close, and being
beleaguered by all the fiendish machines and devices of modern war.
Poor innocent fringe of Normandy, usurped by the German juggernaut,
regimented, trampled on, debauched, for three long years, now being
mauled by battleships, bombs, rockets, tanks, infantry. How unprotesting the cliffs and beaches looked and yet what hell was going on about
them.
Never in my life have I seen anything so colossal as D-Day. Take all
the ships in all the harbours of the world that you have ever seen and
string them out along some giant cobweb and you can begin to imagine
what the Bay of the Seine looked like. Even then that is untrue for these
were fantastic craft, silhouettes like weird dreams, great big fellows
looking like shoeboxes (freighters without superstructures) and ordinary freighters and steamers encrusted with landing craft looking like
shelf–fungus on their sides.
How strange it seemed to hear the shuddering concussion of broadsides
from battleships, and then to learn by the newscasts (BBC) which ones
they were. I felt so like those people who take portable radios to sports
events to hear the expert’s running commentary.
Minesweepers, we were the running interference for all the ball-carriers, we saw that they made their touchdown. We got there first, it’s
pretty eerie sitting within easy rifle-shot of the beach, before a salvo has
been fired, in moonlight, coast so visible and so inoffensive, expecting
any moment to be blasted sky-high; then out a bit; then back again
with dawn breaking, and this time the batteries open up but our job is
done and we turn about and pound sea-ward to leave the batteries to the
cruisers and battleships who now are free to close them.
I could go on for hours about this but saying more would only lead me
to stories I couldn’t finish, a very unamusing situation...

July 29, 1944 - (Three Days Out-Of-Port Leave)
I arrived in London late Tuesday morning and found my way to the
Maple Leaf Club (Junior Officers) which is run by the Red Cross and
which is a very pleasant place to stay. Costs about 8 bob for bed and
breakfast, but with things as they are in London that’s bloody cheap.
When I arrived I discovered the place in turmoil what with a contingent
of 30 Red Cross lassies only just arrived from Canada.
And bang smack in the middle of all the femininity were two very pretty
girls with whom I had gone to McGill... I went to bed about 1 AM – but
sleep I couldn’t for nervousness and anxiety about these buzz-bombs.
Sure enough about 2 AM started a low-pitched hum and came closer
and closer then silence and a wait of a moment that seemed an hour,
then c-r-u-m-p, and more silence. Lying in bed stiff and still my feet
went cold and my heart did the conga. After that it wasn’t so bad, but I
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only slept fitfully the rest of the night. With doodlebugs coming
over every 20 minutes or so from midnight to dawn and sporadically at other times it’s no wonder as many are leaving London
as can.
Wednesday… I walked downtown and stepped in on Lt. Col. C.P.
Stacey.*… and we made arrangements for lunch… Had lunch
at Mrs. Vincent Massey’s Canadian Officers Club, a very good
meal of chili con carne and fresh cherries. When I arrived Mrs.
Massey stepped out from behind her counter where she was dishing out the grub and said “This is your first visit here, isn’t it?”
I said “Yes.” She said “I’m Mrs. Massey.” I said who I was and
explained I was waiting for CP and she said how fond they all
were of him. Soon Charlie came and we sat down and before
we were through the Hon. Vincent came in and sat at our table.
Charlie introduced me to him... and thereafter I sat like a mouse
and listened to the elevating conflab. of Hon. Vincent and sundry
army types with so many pips and crowns on their shoulders that
I couldn’t begin to have sorted them out...
Thursday... down to Odenino’s for a rather grim lunch tout seul
then to Gieves to buy me a uniform, serge, first fitting August17th
or thereafter… then to the K. of C. Hut at 6 to meet my date, a
private in C.W.A.C.s, tall, dark, pretty, from Windsor but 10 years
in London, 18 years old. Then off to “Arsenic and Old Lace” a
simply swell show which we both howled our heads off at. ...
Then to dinner and dance at the Hungaria, hors d’oeuvres, roast
duck, dry white wine, dessert, good music, pleasant and affectionate company. Home via Hyde Park and another grand sleep
then the long train ride back. Such was leave, I enjoyed it, and
wish some time to have a longer one of two or three weeks to do
lots of things like Edinburgh and Stratford-on-Avon etc.

August 18, 1944
Here I am in a Canadian military hospital to have a proper job
done on my wisdom teeth! Nothing more – so don’t be worried.
Our unit dental officer hit unforeseen trouble... and has sent me
here to the extraction expert of the Canadian Dental Corps... the
boys all around me here are army lads who have come back from
Normandy with wounds of one type or another, most of them
seem like damn good types and have some pretty rugged stories
to tell... So far our job hasn’t altered materially, just keeping the
lanes clear. A sort of routine which begins to pall somewhat since
generally speaking we find what we’ve just done was unnecessary. Of course, the famous last words of this job are “There are
no mines there, we swept there yesterday.”
In our next issue: VE day in London, appointed into HMCS ONTARIO, and off to the Far East.
Editor’s Note: Charles Perry Stacey, was a Canadian historian
and university professor. He was the official historian of the Canadian Army in the Second World War. He served in the United
Kingdom for the majority of the war, collecting and collating information for future historians, as well as writing contemporary
reports…As we have seen in this account, Stacey benefited from
his access to the major Canadian military and political figures
involved in the War. We have no idea how our young naval officer
was acquainted with him.

Captain’s Corner
SACKVILLE is nearing the end of a successful summer programme
open to visitors in several locations within Halifax harbour. Visitor numbers, group tours, and Gift shop sales are up this year over
last year. The ship deployed to Alderney Landing in support of
Alderney Landing Centennial Salute to the Navy on 22 July returning to Sackville landing 26 July. SACKVILLE returned to Dockyard on 2 Sept. to do some minor maintenance before deploying to
pier 23 in support of the Defence Security conference being held in
the Cunard Centre 8-10 Sept. She returned to Sackville landing on
completion of the conference. Weather permitting; SACKVILLE
will remain at Sackville Landing until 22 Oct.

Welcome Aboard
New Trustees
Anderson, Sharon

MacDonald, David

Bass, Michael

MacDonald, Robert

Blackburn, Phillip

MacDougall, Neill A.

Beaufoy, Stephen and Diane

MacGregor-Greer, Derek

Blondin, Al

MacKay, Paulette

Bourinot, Marie

Madill, Matthew

Cale, Douglas

McMillan, James A.

Canuel, Commander

McMillin, Robert O.

Hughes

Meyer, Robert

Chipchase, Walter

McNair, Alison

Cote, Guillaume S.

Norman, Mark

Cowie, Dawn

Oakes, David

Davie, Michael

Perry, Shaun

Duffy, Francis

Powell, Richard

Elmes, Roger D.

Renaud, Maurice

Feeley, Timothy

Roberts, Graham

Hadgraft, Robert

Roberts, Trish

The Dockyard (DRDC) Lab. Report on the technical challenges to
be addressed in the long term preservation of SACKVILLE is in
final draft and will be formally released to the Trust in the near term.
I and several trust members that have been involved with the lab
during their investigation are very pleased with this initial report. It
will map out a way ahead and form the basis for follow on investigation to refine a permanent preservation plan.

Haley, Fred

Russel, Penelope

Harley, Kieran

Russell, Valerie

Hart, Barb

Sargent, J. Daniel

Hartlen, Charles

Skyes, James G.

Haynes, John

Taylor, Ross

Hodgson, Michael

Teaghen, Watson

Commander Wendall Brown (Ret’d)
Commanding Officer

Howe, Bryan L.

Thwaites, Robert

Irwin, Joe

Thomas, Nickie

Kamiel, Mitchell

Turner, Allan

Kaufman, Stephen L.

Vaughan, Mary Jane

Kramer. David G.

Watt, Gavin

LaVoie, Marc

Whyte, Gilbert

Luipasco, Matthew

Wood, Richard

SACKVILLE was a major participant in the Defence Security conference. Various spaces in the ship were used as meeting rooms,
high profile delegates visited the ship, and a number of receptions
were held onboard.
SACKVILE was again a focal point for the Convoy Cup ocean race
and for the sail past of yachts representing vessels that participated
in the Battle of the Atlantic, most being vessels lost in that battle.
The second composting toilet has been fitted in the ship. Both male
and female washrooms are now fitted so that in normal conditions
the ship will not be discharging black water overboard
The Larinda trial conducted in Mar. 2010 concerning the lawsuit
filed against the Trust over the sinking of that vessel during Hurricane Juan in Sept. 2003 is expected to render a verdict in late Oct.

Life Members

A well-known visitor to HMCS SACKVILLE in September was General
Rick Hillier (Ret’d) shown with Commander Wendall Brown (Ret’d),
CO of HMCS SACKVILLE viewing commemorative plaque unveiled by
Queen Elizabeth II during Royal Visit June 29.

Bain, Professor Sir Charles

Leitch, John D.

Etienne, Vera

Oland, Richard

Fisher, Valda

Ouellet, Janice

Goldring, Blake

Sanford, Harold G.

Greer, Gerry

Steed, Roy G.

Hain, Doug

Tummers, Edward

Johnson, Jill

Udle, E. Bruce
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Executive Director’s Report
As the Chairman has said, activities of the Trust and SACKVILLE remained busy throughout the Summer and promise
to continue to be so into the Fall. Much of this activity has
centred on special visits to SACKVILLE and, of course,
SACKVILLE‘s participation in DEFSEC ATLANTIC
2010 in early September was a hallmark. This major industry exhibition attracted the attention and participation of
many of the largest defence and aerospace North American
and UK corporations, and as such provided the Trust with
an excellent opportunity to engage senior government officials and defence industry executives in order to gain their
support for the Trusts’ vision to preserve SACKVILLE for
posterity. I’m happy to report that many expressed an interest in doing so and we hope that this will translate into active involvement. As well, the Trust has received welcome
income through use of SACKVILLE as a reception venue,
rentals of spaces in SACKVILLE for meetings, and sales of
decanters and books.
At the more mundane office level two administrative projects are about to be launched which will yield significant
downstream benefits to the Trust and Trustees at large. The
first is the organization of a filing structure for the Trust
so that the various records being held by committees and
individuals can have a home, and be able to be maintained,
updated, and retrieved when needed. We have just received
a new laptop with a large external memory capacity and the
back-up software to make sure we don’t lose data. I’ll soon
be in touch with Committee heads and officers to arrange
for their data to be progressively archived. This project will
take some time to finish and I would welcome help from
anyone with administrative experience who can help me
create a flexible and responsive filing architecture.
The second project is the redevelopment of the Trust/
SACKVILLE website which, for a number of reasons, has
not progressed for quite some time. In this age of internet
based communications, the availability of credible, accurate and timely information is essential to effective operations. Both a public and private domain is needed: on the
one hand information needs to be available to the public that
is as current as it comprehensive, and on the other hand a
common workplace for the Board and its officers is needed
that can be shared in confidence. As the Trust increases in
size and as the Naval Memorial Project gains momentum,
it becomes increasingly important that the Trust have an effective information management system linked as needed
to our file architecture. If anyone is interested in helping
this project along, please let me know.

CNMT Hosts DEFSEC
Exhibitors

John Jay, Chair of CNMT hosted a reception aboard HMCS SACKVILLE for
business leaders and exhibitors attending the Canadian Defence Security
and Aerospace Exhibition Atlantic (DEFSEC) held at the Cunard Centre/Pier
23, Halifax in early September. SACKVILLE was moved to Pier 23 from her
Sackville Landing berth and along with HMCS MONTREAL was open for ship
tours for two days.

Last Word

Lastly for this issue, just a reminder that Remembrance Day
is around the corner, and that the Trust will be participating
in wreath laying ceremonies at the Sailor’s Memorial at Pt
Pleasant Park, at the Cenotaph on the Grand Parade, and in
Sackville, NB. There are also many other ceremonies being
planned around the country, so wherever you happen to be
please try and join in to observe the remembrance.

Greetings,
I visited SACKVILLE 6 years ago. I write you tonight from Liard River
Hotsprings on the Alaska Highway, in British Columbia, where I am employed as a Federal Highway Inspector.
My father served in HMCS MATANE, a frigate convoy on duty in the
North Atlantic. My visit to SACKVILLE was the highlight of my trip to
Halifax. I cannot tell you how SACKVILLE brought out the misty memories of my father’s stories about his service at sea. I was nearing fifty, and
so many times while on board, was near to tears; when I’d spot hat boxes
in the forward sleeping area, the different depth charges, the pom pom gun
… or at least what I thought was one. My father’s life as a twenty year old
steward, serving the Captain and ship’s officers when all was well, passing shells and powder up from way down in the hold when things weren’t,
came alive for me. I HAVE NEVER FORGOTTEN MY VISIT!
My father is still alive in the Okanagan. It is tremendous what you are doing there, but may I suggest, before time runs out on us, please take oral
histories from all seamen who sailed the world’s waters in that period. We
are too close to losing that hugely important period in our nation’s development, through attrition.
If I can help, let me know.

George Borgal
Executive Director

Colin Leake,
Box 8, Toad River, B.C. V0C 2X0
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Crossed The Bar
Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark.
I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crossed the bar
Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809-1892
Mr. Jack McGachie

Vice Admiral Daniel Mainguy

Mr. Eldon Chaisson

Honourable Scott MacNutt

Lt(N) Ann Eade

Mr. Wilfred Oswald Henrickson

Rear Admiral Robert Welland

Trustee Ian Urquhart (at rear) is shown with some apprentices from
Technical Apprentice Training Est. Class of 54 (HMCS CAPE BRETON) visited HMCS SACKVILLE during reunion held in Halifax this
September. Following 19 weeks of basic training at HMCS Cornwallis in 1953, Class #2 began 39 month apprenticeship aboard HMCS
CAPE BRETON in the Engineering., Hull, Electrical, Weapons, and
Aero Engine Trades. Well over 50% of this class finished training in
1957 as Petty Officers in their chosen field.

BBC Radio Interview (Part 1)
Note: The following are Part 1 of the transcript notes from a BBC interview by Lieutenant Peter MacRitchie, R.C.N.V.R., reporting from
London regarding a North Atlantic battle during WWII.
MacRitchie:
This is Lieutenant Peter MacRitchie, R.C.N.V.R., reporting from
London. Tonight we’re bringing you the story of the North Atlantic
battle between Canadian warships and a submarine’s battle that ended
with the U-boat going to the bottom. The story is going to be told by
two officers who were there - Lieutenant Commander Tony Coughlin
of Ottawa and Lieutenant Tim Dunn of Quebec. They are captain
and second in command of the Canadian corvette CHILLIWACK,
the ship closest in at the kill. Altogether six warships took part in the
engagement. Along with CHILLIWACK, there were the Canadian
corvette FENNELL, the Canadian frigate ST.CATHERINES, the Canadian destroyers GATINEAU, and CHAUDIERE, and the destroyer
ICARUS of the Royal Navy. Imagine these six ships, somewhere in
the North Atlantic, in line abreast, making a protective screen ahead
of a convoy. But the CHILLIWACK’S captain, Lieutenant Commander Coughlin can tell the story better.
Coughlin:
It was GATINEAU commanded by Lieutenant Commander H.W.V.
Cross, R.C.N. of Victoria, that first picked up the contact with the
U-boat at nine- thirty in the morning. Then the senior officer picked
it up.
MacRitchie:
Will you explain what you mean when you say the senior officer
picked it up.

Couglin:
Well, the whole force was under the command of an officer of the
Royal Navy—Commander P.W. Barnett, who was in ST. CATHERINES too. Anyway, CHILLIWACK sent the signal, “I am joining you” to ST.CATHERINES, and when we were approaching ST.
CATHERINES, we also picked up contact on our starboard bow.
ST.CATHERINES dropped depth charges while CHILLIWACK
and GATINEAU held the contact and the other ships did the sweep
around us. We followed with a depth charge attack and then the senior
officer really started manoeuvring his ships. It was like a hen calling
her chickens around, the way he brought us in. From then on it was
merely a question of holding the U-boat and keeping up the attacks.
Note: Part 2 will follow in the next Action Stations Edition

Gaylord Kingston of the Chief and Petty Officers Association presents a cheque for $1000 to John Jay, Chair of the Canadian Naval
Memorial Trust during a visit onboard HMCS SACKVILLE in September.

HMCS CHILLIWACK - Entering Harbour
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Ray Soucie
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With HMCS SACKVILLE as a backdrop, the gun crew from HMCS Acadia Sea Cadet summer camp prepare for the cadet sunset ceremony during the Natal Day weekend in Halifax.
SACKVILLE is berthed next to the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic.

2010 Navy
Centennial Ring
Celebrate the 2010 Naval Centennial with a Canadian Navy Ring, Now available for a limited time
Exclusive to the Canadian Navy and Naval Veterans.
All profit will be donated to the HMCS SACKVILLE
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Fund Branch 69 Lancaster,
N.B. equally.
To order or to seek information, email

your2010ring@hotmail.com
Unisex Ring 10k Gold
Sterling Silver
Men’s Ring 10k Gold
Sterling Silver

$395.00//
$225.00 *Taxes In*
$550.00//
$225.00 *Taxes In*
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The former HMCS ONONDAGA, acquired by Site historique maritime de la Pointeau-Pere. Rimouski several years ago was opened to the public in 2009. Trustee
Stephen Knowles visited the site in August and reported a line-up to tour the
Oberon Class submarine that was commissioned in 1967 and decommissioned in
2000. After being aquired by Pointe-au-Pere historical group the 295 foot sub was
towed from Halifax to Rimouski in the summer of 2008.
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