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Dear Trustees,  

 It is difficult to believe that it has been 70 years since the Battle of the Atlantic reached its crescendo. At 
the height of the Battle, allied shipping was being sunk at the rate of 500,000 tons a month with a significant 
loss of life both to those in naval service and in the merchant marine. Yet this generation of Canadians kept on 
with commendable resolve and in the end prevailed. The personal anecdotes of those who served at sea at the 
time paint a picture of intolerable conditions at the mercy of: a truly inhospitable sea, a determined enemy and 
living conditions that bordered on the primitive. Endless periods of action stations and being constantly wet 
and cold were the constants of life at sea at the time. Engagements with the enemy were fierce and close 
aboard with depth charging, gun engagements and ramming being the normal course of events. Yet a funda-
mental core of humanity was evident when after the battle was done, survivors were rescued and treated to 
whatever comforts and care that could be mustered. 

Canadians of today, have much to be thankful for. The sacrifices of previous generations, especially 
those who fought during the Second World War were real and meaningful. Their efforts ensured the liberal 
democracies that we see today and the international institutions that have given us extended periods of rela-
tive peace.  
     To all of our Trustees who served in and lived through this conflict - a heartfelt thank you. 

  
Commodore ret’d Cal Mofford 
Chair, Canadian Naval Memorial Trust 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In May of this year, the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic will be observed on 
both sides of the Atlantic in ceremonies in St. John’s, Halifax, Liverpool, London and Lon-
donderry/Derry. The Battle was the longest continuous military campaign of the Second 
World War leading to the crippling of the German surface and U-Boat fleets and the trans-
portation of vital materials, food and personnel overseas in support of the war effort.  This 
definitive effort by the Allied Navies, Merchant Navy and Air Force provided the driving 

force that resulted in victories in North Africa, Italy, at D-Day and then through to the fall of Germany.  This 
issue of Actions Stations is dedicated to the efforts of all who served during this period of world conflict.   
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À tous les membres,  
 
Il est difficile de croire que la bataille de l’Atlantique battait son plein il y a maintenant plus de 70 ans. À son 
comble, les marchandises des pays alliés coulaient au rythme de 500 000 tonnes chaque mois, sans compter les 

innombrables pertes de vie tant du 
côté du service naval que de la 
marine marchande. Cette généra-
tion de Canadiens a tenu le coup 
avec une louable détermination et 
a finalement remporté la victoire. 
Les histoires de ceux qui ont servi 
en mer à cette époque font état 
d’une mer impitoyable, d’un 
ennemi résolu et de conditions de 
vie extrêmement rudimentaires. Le 
tableau que l’on en brosse est 
simplement intolérable. Le person-
nel, mouillé et glacé, devait rester à 
son poste de combat pendant des 
périodes interminables. Les com-
bats avec l’ennemi se faisaient de 
près et étaient très violents. Les 
explosions de grenades, les tirs au 

canon et les mises à poste faisaient partie de l’ordre courant des événements. Malgré tout, le cœur de 
l’humanité battait toujours et après les hostilités, les survivants étaient secourus et soignés au mieux qu’il se 
puisse.  

Les Canadiens et Canadiennes ont tout lieu d’être reconnaissants, car les sacrifices des générations qui 
les ont précédées, particulièrement pendant la Deuxième Guerre mondiale, sont réels et significatifs. Ce sont 
les efforts que ces populations ont déployés qui nous ont donné les démocraties libérales que sont les nôtres 
aujourd’hui et les institutions internationales qui nous ont assuré des périodes prolongées de paix relative.  

À tous nos membres du conseil d’administration qui ont servi et survécu à ce conflit, du fond du cœur, 
je vous dis merci.  
 
Le commodore (à la retraite) Cal Mofford,  
Président du Fonds de commémoration de la Marine canadienne 
 
 
 
En mai de cette année de grâce, nous commémorerons le 70e anniversaire de la bataille de l’Atlantique à 
l’occasion de cérémonies qui se tiendront des deux côtés de l’Atlantique, soit à St. John’s, Halifax, Liverpool, 

Londres et Londonderry/Derry. La bataille de l’Atlantique fut la plus longue 
campagne militaire continue de toute la Deuxième Guerre mondiale. Elle a 
fini par paralyser les flottes de navires de surface et de sous-marins de 
l’Allemagne qui ont porté un dur coup au transport outre-mer de marchan-
dises essentielles, de vivres et de personnel à l’appui de l’effort de guerre. 
L’ardeur résolue des marines alliées, de la marine marchande et de la force 
aérienne a donné l’énergie qu’il fallait aux alliés pour qu’ils sortent victo-
rieux dans le nord de l’Afrique, en Italie et le jour J, puis lors de 

l’écroulement de l’Allemagne. Le présent numéro de « Action Stations » est dédié à tous ceux et celles qui ont 
servi durant ce conflit mondial.  
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GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR HMCS SACKVILLE AND THE NAVAL MEMORIAL PROJECT  
 
On Sunday, 3 March in a ceremony alongside HMCS Sackville, the Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of 
National Defence (MND) presented the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust with $240,000 designated for the 

Canadian Naval Memorial Project.  “HMCS Sackville is witness to 
our past and reminds us of our Navy’s accomplishments during 
the Battle of the Atlantic. Canadians can be proud of our Navy’s 
rich heritage and our contribution to preserve the vessel for the 
benefit of future generations,” he said.  The long-term preserva-
tion of the ship can only be achieved by creating an environmen-
tally controlled berthing facility and the planned centre would be 
designed to protect the corvette from the elements. 

Commodore (ret’d) Cal Mofford, Chair of the CNMT 
thanked Minister MacKay, the Government of Canada and the 
Canadian people “for this grant which will help the Trust achieve 

a conceptual design for the Battle of Atlantic Place...as well as our other partners which include the Province, 
HRM, corporate supporters and private donors. Sackville is the last of the corvettes, frigates, destroyers, 
minesweepers and other warships that fought during the Battle of the Atlantic. She is a symbol of the sacrifice, 
determination and will of the generation that defended Canadian values during a horrific conflict. We are 
proud to be advancing the Battle of Atlantic Project that will keep the project alive for future generations.”  

Battle of Atlantic Place, to be located next to the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, will serve three 
functions:  to place Sackville under cover to preserve the ship from the elements, as a memorial to honour the 

4000 Canadians who lost their lives at sea in World War II and 
have no known graves, and in an innovative manner to tell the 
story of the commitment, sacrifice and eventual triumph of the 
thousands of Canadians who gave of themselves in service to 
Canada.  Ted Kelly, Chair – Memorial Action Committee ex-
plained that “the facility will provide a tangible expression of the 
collective accomplishments of Canadians and will allow future 
generations an appreciation of the deeds, which shaped the char-
acter of their country.  Canada’s wartime shipbuilding program 

turned out 122 corvettes, including 15 for the US Navy, in just three years and employed 85,000 people during 
the war. Corvettes kept key shipping routes open by defending merchant convoys from enemy submarines as 
they travelled to Europe,” he added.  Vice Admiral Paul Maddison, Commander Royal Canadian Navy re-
marked in a departmental release: “...the young men who sailed the North Atlantic in corvettes like Sackville 
proved critical to victory in the Battle of the Atlantic, which was the key campaign of the Second World War.  I 
am extremely pleased that the Government of Canada is contributing to the Canadian Naval Memorial Pro-
ject.”  (Above:  Cal Mofford, Chair - CNMT (left) welcoming Minister MacKay onboard) 

 

BATTLE OF ATLANTIC PLACE - PROJECT UPDATE 
Ted Kelly, Chair – Memorial Action Committee  
 
I am happy to inform readers that the plan to bring Battle of Atlantic Place to fruition continues to advance.  
With the Assistance of Egg Films, we have developed a video, which uses interviews mixed with archival film 
footage to provide an effective prologue to the presentation that George Borgal, Hugh MacPherson, Cal Mof-
ford and myself have been giving to government leaders, stakeholder groups and prominent individuals.  This 
“awareness” program has been underway for a number of months. The response to these presentations has 
been very positive and has provided strong encouragement that Battle of Atlantic Place can become a reality 

The Project Brief and Request for Proposals were competed and released the end of January. Submittals 
have been received from 10 consortia as proponents representing over 60 companies from across Canada, the 
USA and Europe. The goal of having a design concept completed before the year end is on schedule. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC  
Rear-Admiral David Gardam, Commander, Joint Task Force Atlantic and Maritime Forces Atlantic 
 
The Battle of the Atlantic, unlike such other historical naval engagements as Trafalgar or Midway, was a six-
year long, hard-fought, daily struggle that began on the first day of the Second World War.  In essence, it was a 
marathon, not a sprint. It involved thousands of Allied ships, stretching over thousands of square miles of 
ocean, in more than 100 convoy battles and upwards of 1,000 single-ship encounters, all taking place in the 
unforgiving North Atlantic. This battle was also the only part of the Second World War that reached the shores 
of North America, with devastating effects in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and along the US eastern seaboard. 
  In effect, the Battle of the Atlantic was a ‘tonnage war’, with the Allies engaged in a life and death 
struggle to sustain Britain and later Russia.  At the bleakest period of the Battle, one ship was lost every four 

hours. 70 years ago, in May 1943, the tide turned in the Allies’ favour, allowing the 
build-up of personnel and equipment in Britain to mount the invasion of Europe on 
D-Day. 
  In many ways, the Battle of the Atlantic was the Canadian navy’s Vimy 
Ridge. It was a time when every element of our naval institution and indeed the 
nation was challenged in the crucible of war and from which we emerged victorious. 
Although Canada started the Second World War with about a dozen ships and 1800 
personnel, we grew by war’s end to become the world’s fourth  largest navy, with 
virtually every type of ship, crewed and supported by close to 100,000 Canadian men 
and women.   

On the first Sunday in May we pay tribute to the Battle of the Atlantic. This 
was a time in Canada’s history when every element of our naval institution, and 
indeed the nation, was challenged -it was the largest sustained battle of the Second 
World War. Our nation and our Navy played a major role in this conflict. Along the 
waterfront in downtown Halifax, as one walks along Sackville Landing, stands the 
Sailor Statue, which has been a fixture on the waterfront for a number of years. This 
statue, close to HMCS Sackville's summer berth, is a tribute to those valiant young 

Canadians who have served at sea in both war and peace. It symbolizes the thousands of sailors who were 
instrumental in our great victory in the Atlantic, and a fitting acknowledgement to those who continue to 
maintain the peace.   

Our nation and the Royal Canadian Navy are the benefactors of this proud legacy. We benefit from the 
sailors who fought under unimaginable hardship to bring about victory.  The depth of their sacrifice and that 
of their families can never truly be fathomed. But today, we carry their torch and continue hold it high as we 
serve our great nation. 

Our young men and women in uniform are an impressive group of people; they’re enthusiastic, opti-
mistic and more often than not understand the challenges that we face as a Navy. And they feel they are 
making a difference in the world. They are following in the footsteps of our veterans and carrying on the 
proud traditions of our service that were forged in combat in the Atlantic and Pacific.  
 This new generation of young officers and sailors who will take the watch in the years to come have an 
exciting future. They will be instrumental in the introduction and integration of the modernized Halifax Class 
frigate and new ships such as the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ship, Joint Support Ship and the Canadian Surface 
Combatant as well as working with their Air Force counterparts on integrating other new CF capabilities.    

As we picture the young men and women of today’s Navy - the future generation to take the watch - 
on Battle of the Atlantic Sunday, 5 May, we also recall the Sailor Statue and remember the more than 3000 
gallant Canadians – regulars, reservists and merchant mariners – that sacrificed their lives for us. Without their 
ultimate sacrifice, our lives would be dramatically different today. We can never thank them enough.  
We also recognize the 78 Canadian veterans, their families and Sea Cadets from Central Canada who will 
travel to Londonderry in early May to take part in the unveiling of a statue similar to our Sailor Statue and 
other events observing the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic. ‘Derry’ played a major role in the BoA 
by supporting our convoy escort ships and provided a ‘home away from home’ for our wartime sailors. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 
Do you hear there? 
 
The Battle of the Atlantic Musical Gala at Pier 21 is scheduled for the evening of 01 May 2013, headlined by the 
splendid Stadacona Band of Maritime Forces Atlantic. We will have two co-hosts this year: Olga Milosevic and 
our own Vice-Admiral Dusty Miller. This concert commemorates the 70th anniversary of the turning of the 
tide of the Battle of the Atlantic: the very heavy losses of U-Boats in May 1943 led to Admiral Doenitz calling 
his forces home for further training and fitting with new equipment such as schnorkels and radar-warning 
receivers. I hope to see some of you at the concert or perhaps at the BoA Dinner on the 3rd of May. 
 
Volunteers 
We asked for volunteers to step forward to give us a hand with a range of activities, and a number of you did 
so. I have been in touch, and we are trying to tailor your capabilities and availability to the task. One way that 
those outside Nova Scotia might assist is to support our briefing team that we plan to send across the country. 
We are looking at how best to do this, and your input would be very helpful. We could use some help with the 
Gift Shop. Ross Thompson, who relieved Don Mackey last year, would be happy to fit you into his organiza-
tion: many hands make light work!   

If you have a penchant for naval artifacts, perhaps assisting the curator might be your calling.  Not to 
worry about training, we will provide a mini-course in conservation techniques that will serve you well, both 
aboard and at home.  We also need additional guides for the summer. If you can help with these or other 
activities, please contact me at 902-721-1206. 
 
The Annual General Meeting 
The 2013 AGM will be held 05 July at CFB Halifax. We will start with a fine luncheon at the Maritime Com-
mand Museum so that attendees can get re-acquainted, and then proceed to the Wardroom Officer’s Mess for 
an afternoon meeting. That evening, the traditional reception will be held onboard Sackville. The Royal Nova 
Scotia Tattoo will be on at that time, so you might wish to book tickets on-line or through friends - to that 
event if you are travelling from outside the area. 
 
Go Forth and Multiply 
As we move forward with the Memorial Project – working title “Battle of the Atlantic Place” - increasing our 
membership is important. We sent out a small membership pack to you in December, with the thought you 
might act a “recruiter” for friends and family. We have had some success with this campaign, but please 
continue to encourage those you think are interested in our naval heritage to join us in preserving “The Last 
Corvette” for future generations. 
 
Yours aye, 
Doug Thomas 
execdir@canadasnavalmemorial.ca 
 

 

 

 

HMCS Trillium (K-172) carrying 167 

survivors from the American merchant 

ships, SS Empire Redshunck, SS Exposetor 

and SS Chattanooga, 3 February 1943.  

The merchant ships were part of Convoy 

ON-166 outbound from Liverpool to New 

York City when they were torpedoed in “Submarine Alley” also 

known as the Black Hole. Trillium was one of 21 escorts for 55 

merchant ships making the crossing.    

 

mailto:execdir@canadasnavalmemorial.ca
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CAPTAIN’S CORNER 
Lieutenant-Commander ret’d Jim Reddy 
 
What a time to serve as Captain of HMCS Sackville!  In this issue of Action Stations, we read reports of the 
grand plans for Battle of the Atlantic Place alongside the reminiscences of the sailors who made her what she 
is. As well, there are the commemorative plans to visit Londonderry Northern Ireland in mid-May, the Cana-
dian Navy’s wartime home in the UK.   

Also in Halifax this year, with the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic, Maritime Forces Atlan-
tic is planning to specially celebrate the Canadian Navy’s beginnings. As shown in the calendar, there is a 
modern sports event, a sailors run from the Point Pleasant Memorial to the old corvette. A parade is also in the 
planning stages that would honour Sackville on the Halifax waterfront at the Maritime Museum of the Atlan-
tic. We are working on the details of these events with the Navy. But the point is that more is being done this 
year than we have seen in a long time. 

The photo on the left shows Master Seaman Craig Brown of HMCS Montreal 
dismantling Sackville’s original diesel generator. The old DG failed some years ago 
and had been replaced by another modern unit but the mystery of its failure re-
mained. With HMCS Montreal docked for the frigate update program, some of her 
highly skilled people were available for short periods to look into Sackville technical 
issues. MS Brown and his small team discovered contamination in the crankcase and 
telltale wear in the cylinder sleeves. With technical help from the Dockyard Lab and 
FMF diesel inspectors, MS Brown compiled an analysis on the DG that will allow us 
to plan for a possible repair. 

What is most satisfying for Sackville sailors is to experience directly the ability 
that is resident in today’s fleet. I can confidently assure our readers that the practical 
skills of young Canadians today in our modern fleet are clearly up to operating and 
repairing a modern fleet. No doubt, these skills are a major factor in the Navy’s ability 
today to undertake the lengthy and distant deployments that have become routine.  

Well done and thanks to MS Brown, his team and HMCS Montreal. 

 
BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC PILGRIMAGE  
Pat Jessup – Chair, Public Affairs and Pilgrimage Coordinator 

We are so pleased that over 40 Veterans and their families and 30 Royal Canadian Sea Cadets and Officers will 
be participating in the Battle of the Atlantic ceremonies in Northern Ireland in early May.  Included in our 
group are Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve and Merchant Navy Veterans, one member of the Wom-
en's Royal Canadian Naval Service and the Naval Advisor, Canadian Defence Liaison Staff (London), Canadi-
an High Commission - Captain (Navy) Tom Tulloch. Sackville will be very well represented at the ceremonies.   

WELCOME ABOARD! 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
Cherry Wood 
Karen Sutherland  
Bernard Hughes 

 
Donald Uhrich 
Ray Hunt 
Eric Edgar 

 
Colin Bishop 
Eileen Bishop 
Mary Elizabeth Edgar 

 
Anne B. Knight-Gorman 
David Lustbader 

NEW TRUSTEES 
Alan Dobson 
Patrick Devenish 
William Warwick 
Harvey Stevens 
Douglas Wright 

 
Stephen Harper 
Jim Hayes 
Michael Kosche 
Ronald Knapman 
Rodney Pearson 
Ann Kane  

 
Sherry Pringle 
Alan Cooper 
James (Matt) Durnford  
Neil Sutherland 
Jane Foley 
Scott Aitchison 

 
James Priest 
James Silvester 
Jennifer Hevenor  
Eric Ruff 
Michael Dow 
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CROSSED THE BAR 

 

Commander ret’d Michael Duncan, RCN 
John Hault, HMCS Sackville 

Lieutenant-Commander ret’d John Jay, HMCS Sackville 
Commander ret’d William Panteluk, RCN 

 
John Arthur Hault, former volunteer Curator of the Canadian Naval Memorial 
Trust/HMCS Sackville, passed away 1 February 2013 in Halifax. John attended Dalhou-
sie University and graduated in 1969. After a period of teaching he became Director of 
the Queen Elizabeth Planetarium in Edmonton and in 1973 he became Director of the 
Edmonton Space Science Centre and is credited with being the visionary behind what is 
now the TELUS World Science Centre. He later returned to Nova Scotia as founding 
curator of the Nova Scotia Museum of Industry in Stellarton. When he retired, he 
continued consulting under the name of Hault and Associates. He was happiest sailing 
'Nutmeg' out of the Royal Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron where he was a senior member 

and dock master for the Marblehead to Halifax yacht races. Among his activities in support of the CNMT was 
his study of the requirements for ‘Battle of the Atlantic Place.’  

“From the first time I met John it was very apparent that he had a very strong passion for supporting 
HMCS Sackville and the ship’s historical significance,” recalled Curator Jennifer Gamble. “Preserving the 
history of the Sackville and the overall history of Canadian corvettes was very important to him,” she added. 

John is survived by his partner Claire Lane. 
 
Lieutenant Commander ret’d John Jay, a former Chair of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, passed away in 
Windsor, Nova Scotia, 20 February 2013. John attended Dalhousie University and the Nova Scotia Technical 
College graduating with a BEng in civil engineering in 1959. He was a consulting engineer for 46 years until 

retiring at the age of 75 as the Chairman of Novaport International Con-
sultants Limited. As the managing director of Canadian Plant and Process 
Engineering, Canplan Consultants and Novaport, he traveled the world 
from Bangladesh to Belize and from Yemen to Guyana. John had been an 
active member of the Naval Reserve, serving at HMCS Scotian in Halifax. 
He was well known for being generous with his time and resources and 
served on the Boards of a number of organizations including the YMCA, 
the Atlantic School of Theology, Tall Ships 2000 and the Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo Foundation. He was a member of the Royal United 
Services Institute and a Life Trustee of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust 
where he had recently served as Chair. As the Chair, he escorted Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II when she unveiled a plaque dedicated to 
HMCS Sackville during the Royal Visit in 2010.  

A number of Trustees paid tribute to John’s contributions to 
CNMT. Commodore ret’d Cal Mofford, Chair of the Trust said “John had a 

strong sense of civic responsibility and giving back to the community. He was the determined and driving 
force that allowed the Trust to begin to realize the possibilities of building a complex on the waterfront, (one) 
that would allow Canadians to appreciate the sacrifices that were made during the Second World War espe-
cially by those at sea...” Ted Kelly, Chair of the Trust’s Memorial Action Committee, remembers John as "a 
very astute observer and a self-reliant guy... an engineer by profession, and he was very much an engineer in 
terms of the way he approached his daily life." Hugh MacPherson credits John for getting ‘Battle of Atlantic 
Place’ off the ground and sadly "will not be here to see the formal launch." George Borgal added that "John's 
drive and determination" and force of his conviction to honour the Trust's mandate began the process to 
realize our vision [for Battle of the Atlantic Place] on our terms.” On 4 March during a presentation to the 
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, The Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of National Defence recognized 
John’s contribution in his formal remarks.   

John is survived by his wife Della Marie. 
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CURATOR’S CORNER 
Jennifer Gamble - Curator 
 
From the Vault:  Throughout HMCS Sackville there hundreds of artifacts on display.   Everything from tobac-
co tins, to photos to hat boxes to paintings.   However did you know that what you see on display is only 

about 10% of what we have in our collection? Behind the scenes there is so 
much history that is in the process of being organized so that it can be 
rotated into being eventually put on display. Did you know that the 
world's largest museum the Smithsonian Institution (which includes 19 
museums and galleries) has over 137 million artifacts and only 2% of that 
collection is on display! It is impossible for every artifact to bon display. A 
museum collection is like an iceberg, and over the past nine months I have 
been chipping away at that tip of that iceberg. Every day I discover some-
thing new and just recently I discovered a series of photos Sackville during 
her restoration period back in 1985. They are in wonderful condition and 
will hopefully go on display this coming summer.  
 
Curatorial Tip of the Day! 
DO you have paintings or photographs that are exposed to direct day-
light? Sunlight damages these objects and this damage is irreversible. If 
you have paintings by windows consider moving them to a location where 
there is no sunlight or where sunlight does not directly hit them. This will 
prolong their life for future generations. For historic photographs consider 

scanning these photos and printing them out on photographic paper. You can print out scans at places like 
Wal-Mart photo centre allowing you to still enjoy the photograph and put the original away in a safe place. 
 
RE-CONNECTING AFTER 60 YEARS 

WOW! - - After all these years, what a wonderful surprise it was to see the picture and write-up 
about John Hare on page 12 of the Fall 2012 newsletter. It was the donation of a WW2 RCN life 
jacket, which really captured my attention; how well I remember that life jacket. Late in the 
1940's I was a rather enthusiastic member of the 1st Port Credit Sea Scout troop and John Hare 
(Jack or 'Jack Rabbit' as he was known to some of us) became our Scout Troop Leader. Jack also 

owned a sail boat and was an accomplished racing skipper. I was fortunate enough to become one of his racing 
crew members. In those days I wasn't a competent swimmer, - so whenever it was extra breezy or rough I was 
required to wear this rather large and cumbersome blue RCN life jacket. - - -  

I believe Jack joined the RCNVR late in 1942. He became an Azdic (now Sonar) rating. During the war 
years, those in his trade often found themselves working as a ship's electrician, so after the war Jack used this 
experience to become a journeyman electrician. The picture of him also reminded me that on every Remem-
brance Day he wore his 'tailor made tidily uniform - made at Star Tailors on Hollis Street Halifax' with much 
pride, - as did the other vets of that time. The last time I saw Jack was when I was home in Port Credit Ontario 
on Christmas leave in 1952 (60 years ago).  

Many of the stories that Jack told us as teenagers definitely helped to motivate two of us (the late PO1 
Roger Aggett, Signalman and myself) to join the RCN in September 1951. Jack was a wonderful 'role model' for 
all of us during this post war period. - - - After explaining my association with this person, the CNMT Execu-
tive Director was kind enough to pass on an address and I wrote him approximately a week before Christmas. 
- Jack must now be well into his mid to late 80's. - - - It is now New Year’s Eve and Jack called me today - we 
spoke for almost 45 minutes bringing each other up-to-date. I thought you might like to know of this re-
connection after all these years. 

Sincerely, 
Hugh Sproule 
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THE ALBERNI PROJECT – ON THE MOVE 
Len Canfield 
 
While travelling between Seattle, Wash and Courtenay, BC on the ferry Queen of Alberni in 2000, Lewis Bar-
tholomew was captivated by a painting of HMCS Alberni displayed onboard. After learning more about the 
Second World War corvette he came up with a novel way to remember and honour the 59 out of 90 members 
of Alberni’s crew who lost their lives when she was torpedoed in the English Channel in 1944.   

In describing The Alberni Project (TAP), Lewis says 
“...rather than build a memorial in a community where people 
have to travel to pay their respects I created a mobile memori-
al and exhibit which I take to different communities on Van-
couver Island and mainland. Each exhibit/location has some-
thing new added for repeat visitors to experience.”   

In May 2012, TAP took part in a four-day exhibit at the 
North Nanaimo Centre Shopping Mall in conjunction with the 
Battle of the Atlantic observance, with a number of veterans in 
attendance at the exhibit.  For this exhibit 30 interactive 
questions/flip units were added on different topics including 
WWII, the Battle of the Atlantic, the RCN and corvettes. 

Another showing was at the August Heritage Days celebration in Campbell River. 
A special event was held on August 21, the anniversary of the sinking of HMCS Alberni when Lewis 

was presented with a print of the Alberni which was on display in the Queen of Alberni in 1989-2000. The 
presentation was made on the bridge of the ferry by BC Ferry Corporation representatives and the captain.  
Holding an annual memorial service aboard the Queen of Alberni is being discussed. 

Lewis says the largest and longest exhibit of TAP since it was founded was held at the Comox Centre 
Mall in Comox in September in honour of the Canadian Merchant Navy (CMN) 
veterans and CMN Veterans Day. The BoA Museum from Duncan, BC joined TAP 
providing Merchant Navy, RCN and Kriegsmarine artifacts and artist Pat Burstall 
donated a print of HMCS Alberni for a raffle. Two key features were a 1:72 scale 
model of HMCS Alberni built by Pro Model Builders of Vancouver and a new Cana-
dian Merchant Navy display. The exhibit ran 18 days and was attended by more than 
500 visitors including government officials 

Plans are underway to organize and participate in a number of events in 2013 
including a dinner and ‘big band’ dance to observe the 70th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Atlantic, Armed Forces Day at 19 Wing/CFB Comox, Port Alberni Fall Fair and 
Port Hardy Remembrance Day. 

“As funds become available we want to add feature units to the exhibit in-
cluding the technical aspects of the corvettes, ‘War on the Home Front’ materials and 

‘Women in the War,’ Lewis explains. 
HMCS Alberni was built at Yarrow Ltd, Esquimalt, BC, commissioned in February 1941 and carries the name 
of the town/Port Alberni. The Flower Class corvette served as a mid-ocean convoy escort in the North Atlan-
tic, in the Mediterranean in 1943 and in 1944 operated in support of Operation Overlord. In August 1944 while 
escorting a convoy southeast of the Isle of Wight she was torpedoed with the loss of 59 crew members; 31 were 
rescued. 
Above photo courtesy of Danielle Dummett.  More on TAP:  http://alberniproject.org/HMCS_ALBERNI.html 

 
 

Friends of HAIDA, 658 Catharine St. N., Hamilton, ON, L8L 4V7 
assists Parks Canada in the preservation and maintenance of 

HAIDA as a historic ship, naval memorial and National Historic site. For further information visit: 
www.hmcshaida.ca 

http://alberniproject.org/HMCS_ALBERNI.html
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HMCS ASSINIBOINE AND U-BOAT 210 
Pat Jessup from the files of Commodore Mark Watson 
 
The following is a brief account of a significant event in the history of the Battle of the Atlantic in which the Canadian 
River-Class destroyer HMCS Assiniboine sank U-210.   The brutal battle between the two combatants is depicted in the 
Battle of the Atlantic Memorial Mural pictured at the top of page one and painted by the acclaimed Halgonian artist and 
Order of Canada recipient, Tom Forrestall.*    

In late July 1942, HMCS Assiniboine was assigned to protect convoy SC-94 sailing from Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, to the United Kingdom. Assiniboine’s First Lieutenant, Lt. Ralph Hennessy described convoy duty was 
arduous:  “… every convoy that we took over was a group of merchant ships. And normally these convoys would run 
about 40 or 50 ships and we would have all too few escorts against a German submarine pack, Wolf pack [a formation of 
German submarines organized to attack simultaneously Allied merchant ship convoys], if we ran into one. So our main 
job and the job of our authorities ashore was to route us so that we didn’t run into a German Wolf pack. Well, that didn’t 
always work. Sometimes we did and then all proverbial hell broke loose...” As was the case on the morning of 6 Au-
gust just off Iceland, when the first of three conning towers that day was spotted in the distance.  Assiniboine, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Commander (LCdr) John Hamilton Stubbs, was in quick pursuit, but the U-
boat was not to be found.  Later in the day, another boat was sighted, but again escaped unscathed. U-boats, 
disconcertedly to the allied sailors, frequently remained in sight of convoys, travelling on the surface during the day where 

it was easier for them to keep pace rather than underwater where they could not maintain 
the same speeds.   

Conditions were far from hospitable for the convoy as a heavy fog had set 
in making visibility difficult.  In the early evening a contact off Assiniboine’s 
starboard bow was picked up by her radar and the ship was called to Action 
Stations. Closing in at full speed Assiniboine spotted a surfaced U-boat a minute 
later.  Enveloped by the mist the submarine quickly disappeared from view. 

A break in the weather revealed the U-boat but a few hundred meters 
away.  For hours the submarine sought a chance to dive and at one point, due to 
the close proximity of the combatants, Assiniboine could engage only with her .50 
calibre machine guns.  The vessels were so close that LCdr Stubbs could clearly see 
the U-boat Commanding Officer, Kapitanleutnant Rudolf Lemcke, giving orders 
in the conning tower. Stubbs was said to be “cool under fire”, and “never 
flinched.” Assiniboine did not go unscathed, the German U-Boat’s gunfire touched 

off a serious gasoline fire below the bridge.  Finally, after several hours of combat, U-210 tried to dive again 
and Assiniboine was able to ram her just abaft the conning tower.  This damage prevented her from escaping 
and she was rammed a second time as illustrated in the photo to the left taken at the moment of impact. This 

second assault sent U-210 to the bottom.  As the submarine 
was sinking, most of its 43 sailors leapt into the ocean. 
Thirty-seven were recovered by Assiniboine and the British 
corvette HMS Dianthus and spent the rest of the war as 
prisoners.  

Assiniboine's losses were heavy, with thirteen 
wounded and one dead. The youngest sailor onboard, 18-
year-old Kenneth Watson, was killed during the fight. 

It was later learned that the U-Boat commanding of-
ficer was on his first foray as a submarine captain having 
served previously as a surface officer and, unfamiliar with 
submarine tactics, wanted to fight on the surface.  “A subma-
rine captain would have done anything to pull clear of the destroy-
er and dive: to get underwater and out of the destroyer’s gunfire 
range,” VAdm Hennessy remarked. “But not this guy: he was a 
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German destroyer captain and fought like one. It was not the place for it.” Kapitanleutnant Lemcke paid with his life 
for staying on the surface. 

 
Numerous commendations were awarded as a result of this engagement.  These included Assiniboine’s 

Captain, LCdr John Hamilton Stubbs (right) who received the Distinguished Service Order, the First Lieuten-
ant, Lt Ralph Hennessy (left) who was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Coxswain, Acting 

Chief Petty Officer Max Leopold Bernays, who 
stayed at the helm of the destroyer despite the 
smoke and fire aft of the bridge and received the 
rarely awarded Conspicuous Gallantry Medal. 
Additionally, there were four other medals 
awarded and no less than 16 Mention in Dis-
patches bestowed.  

Rear Admiral L.W. Murray (middle) rec-
ommended PO Bernays for the Victoria Cross, 
believing that "the manner in which this compara-
tively young rating remained at his post, alone, 
and carried out the 133 telegraph orders as well as 
the many helm orders necessary to accomplish 
the destruction of this submarine, gun and his 
only exit was cut off by fire, is not only in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the Service but adds 

considerably to those traditions. I am proud of the privilege to recommend Acting Chief Petty Officer Bernays 
for the Victoria Cross."  The British Admiralty declined Canada’s recommendation.  
 
For Commodore Mark Watson’s full article on the Battle of the Atlantic Mural see:  
http://www.navalreview.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/vol1num2/vol1num2art6.pdf 
 
For an insightful interview with Vice Admiral (VAdm) ret’d Hennessy describing the battle see: 
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/07/09/lt-ralph-hennesseys-battle-of-the-atlantic-fighting-it-out-with-a-
german-u-boat/ 
 
Also hear VAdm Hennessy speak about the battle at online: 
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2187:vice-admiral-ralph-hennessy/  and listen to LCdr Stubbs’ 
BBC interview in a recording unit adjacent to the Battle of the Atlantic Memorial Mural in the Wardroom.  
 

 

*The mural took four months to complete and shows 
‘Bones’ attacking U-boat 210 with all guns ablaze 
approximately 30 seconds prior to the second ramming.  
LCdr Stubbs can be seen on the bridge shouting orders.  
A fire below is being attacked, depth charges are explod-
ing in the water and small gunfire is taking place.  The 
mural, a stirring work of art, clearly shows the drama of 
battle on the high seas and is in a place of pride outside 
the Main Dining Room in the Stadacona Wardroom.   
 
Discussing the painting with the mural artist Tom 
Forrestall is fellow artist Rear-Admiral ret’d Dan 
McNeil, Project Coordinator for Project Ojibwa, at the 
Elgin Military Museum in St. Thomas, Ontario.   
 

http://www.navalreview.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/vol1num2/vol1num2art6.pdf
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/07/09/lt-ralph-hennesseys-battle-of-the-atlantic-fighting-it-out-with-a-german-u-boat/
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2012/07/09/lt-ralph-hennesseys-battle-of-the-atlantic-fighting-it-out-with-a-german-u-boat/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2187:vice-admiral-ralph-hennessy/
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HMCS SKEENA’S LOSS COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED 
Commander (ret’d) Peter Chance 
 
First, a word or two about our ship. HMCS Skeena, like her sister ship SAGUENAY, was built in Southamp-
ton, England and commissioned in Portsmouth on the 10 June 1931. Soon thereafter, in company with Sague-

nay, they sailed first to Halifax and later Skeena went on to 
her west coast base at Esquimalt. In the late summer of 
1939, she and St. Laurent returned to Halifax to begin 
convoy support duties. During the crucial years before the 
Spring of 1943, the toll of merchant ship losses to U-boats -- 
especially during the stormy winter seas -- were a major 
challenge for the defenders. Despite weather damage, our 
ships’ superior sea-keeping qualities were proven time and 
again.  
 
Left:  Commodore L.W. Murray congratulates the ships’ companies of 

HMCS Skeena and Wetaskinwin alongside in St. John’s, 4 Aug 1942 
for sinking U-588. 

 
On the afternoon of 24 October 1944, along with the other ships of EG11, Qu’Appelle [Senior Officer Cdr J. D. 
Prentice], Chaudierre [A/LCdr C. P. Nixon]. ST. Laurent [LCdr A. G. Boulton], Assiniboine [A/LCdr R. L. 
Hennessy] we were patrolling what had been termed the UK/Iceland Gap. A severe early winter storm ap-
proaching from the south west was rendering our patrolling increasingly fruitless. 

As Skeena’s navigator, I can still vividly recall a conversation with my captain, A/LCdr PFX (Pat) Rus-
sell, a quiet man whom I admired, when we were in the charthouse bracing ourselves against the ship’s mo-
tion in the rough sea: “Thank God we’re out here. This ship can take any kind of weather” And, “Remember 
how we dragged our anchor the last time we were in Reykjavik harbour?” “You recall that I know the bottom 
is volcanic ash and to drag is like drawing a spoon through sugar.” 

As the storm deepened and the wind velocity rose as 
well as the waves, the Shore Authority located 
alongside in HMS Baldur in Reykjavik harbour, sent 
an advisory to Qu’Appelle at 2020, “If  weather unfit 
for operation, proceed to Hvalfjord or Reykjavik at 
your discretion” Cdr Prentice reply was, “Intend 
returning to Reykjavik for the night”. He then sig-
naled our Group to Form 1 [steam in line ahead] and 
proceed to the anchorage. 

It was at this point and in light of our previ-
ous discussion, I felt compelled to request of my captain that I be relieved of my duties as navigator, and 
moreover, that I would not take the ship into an anchorage unless directly ordered to do so. Pat Russell was 
quite sympathetic to my plight but would I take the ship to what I believed to be the safest position. In light of 
the hurricane force wind and a probability that the storm center might pass close by, I chose an anchor location 
some 800 yards from both Videy and Engey Islands, not far from the waterfront of the town of Reykjavik. We 
anchored in 12 ½ fathoms and veered five shackles on our one workable cable. It will be remembered, and was 
recalled later, that Skenna was fitted with a single centre line capstan and thus able to work only one anchor 
and its cable at a time. All of the other ships in our group were fitted with twin capstans. By about 2230 our 
ship had come to, an anchor watch set, a sentry on the foc’s’le, steam for half speed to engines, wheelhouse 
and telegraph crews closed up, and the First Lieutenant [Lt W.M. (Bill) Kidd] and navigator [Lt P.G. Chance] 
to keep watch during the night. Having taken these precautionary measures, the captain went aft to his cabin 
to rest. I remained on the bridge with Bill Kidd, incidentally, my best man at my wedding to Margaret [Peggy] 
Parker on the 13th September, for about 30 minutes during which time two factors were crucial. We were able 
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to take bearings on three lights; however, intermittent snow/sleet squalls obliterated the lights for periods of 
up to six minutes or more. Our radar had a ground clutter which precluded ranging below 800 yards. We 
observed too that the cable was bar taut against the high wind and that the ship was yawing to her cable. To 
ease this problem the port anchor was let go underfoot. With all of these precautionary measures in place, I 
went aft to lie on my bunk awake and fully dressed. 

Seemingly only a few minutes later, there was a dreadful shudder. We were aground. I ran to the 
bridge while shouting, “Full speed ahead”. It was too late. Bill Kidd had already given the order. Soon the ship 
was broadside to the sea on the shore and leaning into the wind and waves. As each one hit, the ship rose and 
fell and water washed over us. A mill race formed running from bow to stern on both sides. Boats were low-

ered that crashed with the ship’s side and sank. LCdr 
(E)] Abernathy came to the bridge to report that he 
had to shut down the boilers for fear of an explosion. 
Soon we were in the dark. On deck, an order purport-
ed to have come from the bridge advised, “Prepare to 
abandon ship”. This was taken by some as “Abandon 
ship” who lowered Carley floats on the seaward side. 
Although the painters were turned around the stan-
chions the race was too much for the crew members 
holding on to the now oily slippery lines. Some 36 
members of our crew were swept away in the storm; 

15 of them were lost. The air temperature was 31degrees F, the water temperature 41degrees F. With the 
pounding, the ship had cracked to allow oil to reach the upper deck and with the snow created a dangerous 
and slippery surface. 
  Throughout the night the storm abated and by morning all was calm. Our ship’s company, cold ex-
hausted and in shock were helped ashore by breeches buoy. The captain and I were the last to depart. After a 
struggle across a soggy island an Icelandic fisherman, Einar Sigursson brought us to safety and to the depot 
ship to recover from our ordeal. 

In passing, as a secondary duty, I was in charge of the ship’s canteen. In the company of my old friend 
Chief Yeoman Bill Kelly, we managed to open the canteen safe in a watery corridor to retrieve some 50 pounds 
of English coins and approximately 2500 pounds in English notes. When it was our turn to leave the ship we 
brought our bounty with us. About two weeks later in Londonderry, we presented ourselves to the manager of 
the NAAFI, our supplier. All he said was, “Oh yes we know all about Skeena. You don’t owe us anything. You 
are completely insured”.  Although mightily tempted, we took the money back to our rescue ship Assiniboine, 
where, with the proceeds from the sale of clothing and effects, the total was equally divided among the fami-
lies of our lost shipmates.  Skeena’s dead were buried with full naval honours on 28 October, 1944. The US 
Army offered to provide wooden coffins to the Canadians, but the Admiralty declined the offer. Instead, the 
bodies were wrapped in the naval white ensign and carried to the graveside by members of Skeena’s crew. The 
oldest among the dead was 30, the youngest 19. Most of the men were in their twenties. 

Before returning, first to Londonderry and then to Halifax for the courts martial of my captain and our 
first lieutenant for stranding and losing the ship, I witnessed (a) the removal of as much as possible of the 
ships fittings and stores and (b) the burial service for our dead at the Fossvogur Cemetery in Reykjavik. I have 
a photo in which I am included but to this day I can’t recall being there. The shock remained. 

In Halifax I found myself in the invidious position of being a witness against my captain and first lieu-
tenant. Regardless of the outcome when both were found guilty, dismissed their ship, and received loss of 
seniority as punishment, neither has ever held a grudge against me for my stand for which I am most grateful. 

By New Year’s Day I was reunited with my bride in Londonderry. For a short anxious while she didn’t 
know if she were a bride or a widow. However, all was well in the end as we embarked on a long and happy 
marriage. 

A final note: This was a classic example of a failure to recognize a potential fatal hazard and take the op-
tion of an alternate direction. In this case, the captain was completely within his rights to decline the anchorage 
order. Skeena’s loss was indeed a tragedy that should never have happened. 
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In 2005, as the guest of Iceland, I was given the opportunity to return and revisit the scene of the 
Skeena grounding. The hospitality afforded me was overwhelming. It was there that I met and got to know as 
a friend Ottar Sveinsson who had written books about marine disasters including one about Skeena. Also at 
the reception hosted by the Canadian Ambassador I was given the opportunity and privilege to meet members 
of Einar Sigursson’s family. Also, aboard the family trawler ‘Adelbjorg’ we went to Videy Island to view the 
monument built around one of the salvaged and damaged propellers from our ship and with its poignant 
tribute to those who were lost. 

I am forever indebted to Isaac and Helen Unger for their love and friendship and the book that they 
sponsored “Skeena Aground’ which has been and continues to be a source of information and comfort.  PC 

 
 

HMCS SACKVILLE AS AN ILLUSTRATED NOVEL  
Carl Anderson, Special Projects Officer - Executive Committee 
 
Nova Scotia artist and author Richard Rudnicki is creating a graphic novel that tells the story of life at sea in 
Canada’s WWII corvettes. The book, which features HMCS Sackville, follows a young Canadian sailor serving 
during the Battle of the Atlantic and the ship’s ports of call in Canada and the UK. The actions portrayed are 

inspired by actual events aboard the convoy escort.  
Richard’s intended readers are today’s 

young adults, for whom the graphic novel is a 
familiar book form. A typical modern graphic 
novel might consist of 200 pages illustrated comic-
book-style with up to 1000 panels of sequential art. 
The story is told by the images and the dialogue 
among the characters. “I find that when I illustrate 
a children’s picture book I can tell more about the 
story than just the words. I like to take ownership 
of the stories I work on. I thoroughly research 
them and work into the images elements of the 
story not covered by the words. This is my way of 
sharing what I have found, and what I find inter-
esting, about the story as a whole,” he said. 

Richard, who is a CNMT Trustee, has illus-
trated seven books, one of which he also wrote. In 
2011 he was commissioned to create a painting 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
Royal Canadian Navy. That painting depicted 
HMC Ships Athabaskan, Terra Nova and Protect-
eur deployed to the First Gulf War in 1991.  

His most recent accomplishment was the il-
lustration of a bicentennial of the War of 1812 book 
on the Shawnee Chief Tecumseh in which he re-
ceived high praise for his illustrations. “The full-
page paintings provide realistic interpretations of 
battle scenes, sacked camps, and battle prepara-

tions. Most impressive is the meticulous attention to period dress and weaponry, as well as the activities of 
daily life,” Natalie Samson wrote in the Quill and Quire.  

The Trust is supporting Richard by providing historical reference materials and arranging for inter-
views with Trustees/other RCN veterans, and will assist in promotion of the novel through its website, Action 
Stations newsletter and related venues. The publication is expected to be ready for distribution in 2014.  
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THE MAILBAG  
SASKATCHEWAN SAILORS 

In Action Stations, Vol. 30, Issue 5, Fall 2012, you spread the word that a monument was being 
built in Regina saluting wartime sailors who came from Saskatchewan. You also asked if sailors 
from a particular city served on the ship bearing the name of their city. 
The answer is yes, there were some. I received all my schooling in Moose Jaw. I served in the 
corvette Moose Jaw from January 1942 to November 1943. After signing on at Regina Division in 
the Armouries in June 1941, I trained in the Third Class of RCNVR officers at Royal Roads in the 

fall of 1941. Five members of that class were sent to “Avalon for disposal” on graduation arriving in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, 8 January 1942. The following day we were invited to 
Captain ‘D’s cocktail party in the Newfoundland Hotel where Captain 
Rollo Mainguy (pictured in the Crow’s Nest, which he established for seagoing 
officers in St. John’s NL, Sept 1942) met the seagoing officers under his 
command.  At that party Captain Mainguy asked me where I was from. 
I replied Moose Jaw. He said HMCS Moose Jaw was in port and was 
expecting a new officer arriving on the next day’s train.  If that officer 
did not arrive before departure time he would keep me in mind. Heavy 
snow in the Gaff Topsails kept many trains from arriving in St. John’s on 
time. I was advised to be ready to go to sea. 

At 1400 on Saturday I got the phone call. “You are appointed to 
Moose Jaw”. I checked out of the hotel, hailed a cab, which was a one horse drawn sleigh that took me to the 
wharf. A bum boat alongside took me across the harbour. The corvette group was in the process of slipping so 
my boat came alongside the high stern of the corvette. I climbed up the Jacobs Ladder followed by my lug-
gage. 

After reporting to the bridge I was directed to my cabin which was located just forward of the tiller flat, 
to stow my gear. The very noisy telemotor was on the other side of the bulkhead. We were manoeuvring out of 
the harbour. St. Johns has a very short harbour so we out to sea by this time. I could feel the motion of the 
waves. Going up on deck I saw the ocean above the rail, and then it disappeared. Then the ocean reappeared. 
After a couple of waves went by my lunch went over the side. 

Moose Jaw was part of Escort Group N12 at that time. On this voyage we were part of the first group of 
Canadian escorts to make the voyage from St. Johns to Londonderry and back. We got back to Newfoundland 
on Feb. 11th, 1942. 

Moose Jaw ran on to the rocks at the entrance to St. John’s Harbour as we started out on the next cross-
ing of the Atlantic. We were sent to Saint John, NB for refit. Following the refit we were employed on the 

Western Local running from Newfoundland to the New York 
area. On one voyage, escorting a west bound convoy we were 
off Nova Scotia when the corvette Saskatoon came out from 
Halifax to deliver mail to us. The photo on the left shows 
Saskatoon with an oiler and a freighter in the background. 
The forecastle party by the 4 inch gun is preparing to throw a 
heaving line to us to make the connection for mail delivery. 
Unfortunately the first three tosses were unsuccessful so the 
First Lieutenant of Saskatoon, Lieut. Frank Jones, an ex-cadet 
from HMS Conway, grabbed a line and made the toss. We got 
our mail, in dry bags. 

In October of 1942 Moose Jaw was designated as part of the Operation Torch fleet. We sailed across the 
Atlantic with the heavily attacked Convoy SC107 to Liverpool where we got improved radar then went down 
to the Mediterranean. Moose Jaw was alongside in Gibraltar when we got the order to go to sea to look for any 
survivors of the sunken corvette Weyburn which had been torpedoed a few miles away from the port. While 
in the Med we worked occasionally with the corvette Regina, after she got her submarine. Going back to the 
months before I joined the ship, Moose Jaw sailed with the corvette Battleford in the convoys to Iceland.  My 
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own feeling when we sailed with ships with Saskatchewan names was that we were sailing with special 
friends. 

While I was in Moose Jaw another Moose Javian came aboard, Murray Meikle, a gunnery specialist. He 
was the only other townie on board in my time. The story is often told that there were more sailors from the 
prairies than from any other part of Canada. That is probably an urban legend. I remember reading that the 
Royal Canadian Navy was one of first organizations in the world to get a computer. They ran the punch cards 
through the machine and found that on a per capita basis Prince Edward Island had the greatest number of 
sailors. Another finding was that the most common name in the RCN was MacDonald. 

To answer your question, many sailors did serve on their home town ships but there was no program 
to make it happen. 

 
Cullis Lancaster 
 

The latest issue had me marking all sorts of items for further comment. If you want to use any of 
the following, or none!, by all means.  As an ex-editor it's always better to have too much in your 
"Next Issue" file than having to write it all yourself. 
 1.  SS Caribou (p.14):  I contend there were 137 civil casualties (see my "Sink All The Shipping 
There", Vanwell, 2004).  Many figures of this ship's loss vary by 1 or 2, but Bob Newman from 

Petites, NL ran down the Sydney jetty and jumped aboard just as her lines were cast off, didn't get on the 
passenger manifest, so is usually missed.  He was lost as well. 
 2.  Border Cities photo (p. 2):  During the war these Algerines (I served in HMCS Wallaceburg (left) in W-VIII  

Group) weren't minesweepers, but just ocean escorts, like corvettes 
and frigates.  They were built as M/S and the RN ones were all mine-
sweepers, but ours were not.  Post-war a few of the ones retained were 
fitted for 'sweeping, and the ones the Belgian got were as well.  But not 
in 1944. 
 3.  Gyro compasses (p. 15):  Until they were fitted, the earlier corvettes 
all had magnetic compasses only.  This was quite a problem for the 
early asdic Type 123 sets, as the needles wandered all over as the C.O. 
and ASCO tried to locate, track and attack U-boats.  I served as a 
seaman in the yacht HMCS VISON with only a magnetic compass for 
steering and the asdic.  We were chasing a training Dutch S/M and 

you had real difficulty when the OOW said "Steer NNW" and the card was swinging rapidly all over!  Those 
gyros were a huge improvement, not only for the helmsman but for the A/S team. 
 4.  HMAS Diamantina (p. 17):  While Canada has preserved 2 wartime ships,  the corvette Sackville and Tribal 
destroyer Haida, Australia has saved examples of the other two major classes - this River Class frigate HMAS 
Diamantina and 2 Bathurst Class (very similar to our Bangor Class ships), HMAS Castlemaine at William-
stown, Victoria, and HMAS Whyalla in South Australia.  Down under they called these Bathurst/Bangors 
"corvettes", but not elsewhere. So between us we've pretty well covered the waterfront!  There is a Fairmile, Q-
105, awaiting any hope of funding, saved at Sarnia, Ont., but in pretty poor shape, and Tony Law's 2nd MTB, 
#486 (p. 19) they hope might be saved and rebuilt.  Two open subjects. 
  
Anyway, a great issue.  Well done.  And you can put me down for e-mail issues of "Action Stations" in the 
future - to "Save A Tree." 
  
Blessings 
Fraser McKee 
 
Ed note:  Algerines were designed as minesweepers, it is just that the RCN did not fit them for minesweeping but employed them as 
ocean escorts. We built 16 of them for the RN, in exchange for 16 modern RN Corvettes, and these were used as M/S. Our early 
corvettes, including Sackville, were fitted with minesweeping gear - an easy thing to do. 



 17 

During the November semi-annual meeting of Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, one speaker 
commented on the Battle of the Atlantic and stated that the battle was won by corvettes and 
aircraft carriers. Very true; however, a little known fact is that the aircraft carriers were Merchant 
Aircraft Carriers, MAC SHIPs. 

The MAC SHIPS were manned by British Merchant Navy personnel and commanded by 
Merchant Navy captains who in turn conned the carriers by way of orders from the Fleet Air Arm staff.  Their 
usual run was from Liverpool to the Tail of the Bank in Scotland where convoys were picked up, then on to 
Halifax.  On the eastward trip they loaded a cargo of wheat or oil in holds under the 440-foot flight deck. 
During a flap, the MACSHIP left its mid convoy position and under air cover from its own Fairey Swordfish 
aircraft turned into the wind, full out at 15 knots plus wind speed that allowed the aircraft to take off. Landing 
was no fun either. There were four cables stretched across the deck.  Hopefully if a Swordfish missed one, it 
caught one of the others that hooked on to the tail of the aircraft.  

The most important use of MAC SHIPS was in the 600 mile gap in mid Atlantic which was out of range 
foreshore based aircraft on both sides of the Atlantic.  It is of interest to note that during the Falklands War 

merchant ships were once 
again converted to aircraft 
carriers.  What will they 
think of next? 

I was one of five 
radio officers serving 
onboard the MV Empire 
MacRae (left), a converted 
grain carrier launched in 
June 1943, renamed Alpha 

Zambesi in 1947, Tobon in 1954, and finally, Despina P in 1967.  She was happy MAC SHIP. 

Vince McDonnell  
 

Editor's Note: Joseph Schull in 'The Far Distant Ships' makes reference to 
the role of MACSHIPs during the Battle of the Atlantic: "In American and 
British shipyards the stripped hulls of fast merchant ships were being trans-
formed into flat-topped naval ships. They would be escort carriers armed with 
a dozen planes and would form the backbone of support groups...able to range 
the seas in search of U-boats. Other merchant ships, still retaining their holds 
and cargo capacity, were being fitted with flight decks, and would sail in 
company with convoys as merchant aircraft carriers."   
 

    
Vince McDonnell with 
another distinguished veteran 
of the Battle of the Atlantic, 
Angus McDonald. 
 
Far left: MAC Ships display 
at Shearwater Aviation 
Museum.  Fairey Swordfish 
aircraft can be seen on flight 
deck. 
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In response to the Caribou article (Action Stations Volume 30, Issue 5) Gabrielle Goudy brings to our 
attention a special monument in Langford BC: 
 
“"Remembering the Caribou and her gallant crew" brought to mind a memorial, erected by the 
Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans' Association, to Canadian women lost as sea in WWII.  It is in 

the Veterans' Memorial Park in Langford, B.C., and names eight women.   One, stewardess Hannah Baird, was 
in SS Athenia when the ship was torpedoed on the day WWII broke out.   Stewardess Baird drowned with the 
crew and evacuees from Britain when the ship sank the next morning, making her the first Canadian casualty 
of WWII.” 
Ed note:  While women were not allowed to sail in Canadian warships it was not unusual for them to serve 

onboard merchant ships.  Fern Blodgett Sunde (The Red 
Duster November 1996) for example crossed the Atlantic 78 
times during the war as a radio operator onboard such a 
vessel.  And she was not alone.  Colonist Times journalist 
Jim Hume writes:  “There was, in fact, an entire sisterhood 
out there on the wartime oceans sailing in harm’s way.  Not 
all of them made it safely back to home port.”   

It was challenging for graduates of the Radio College 
of Canada in Toronto and the Sprott Shaw Radio School in 
Vancouver, for example, to be gainfully employed during 
the war as they were prohibited to sign onto Canadian or 
Commonwealth ships or foreign ships Canadian ports. As a 
result they crossed into the United States to joined Norwe-

gian, ships, on the east and western seaboard, that welcomed their skills as trained “Sparks”.  Maude Elizabeth 
Steane, the only one listed on the Langford memorial with a known grave, was killed by while serving 
onboard the SS Viggo Hansteen - an American-built Liberty Ship transferred to Norwegian registry – while the 
ship was alongside in Naples.  She was shot by a fellow crew member and is buried in the Commonwealth 
War Cemetery near Florence, Italy.    
For more information see:  http://www.navalandmilitarymuseum.org/resource_pages/unsung_women/women_mariners.html 

 
I recently received the latest edition of Actions Stations and found that there were some articles 
that I was involved in and thought you may be interested. 

The first was the article on Prairie boys that joined the Navy.  I was born and raised in 
Yorkton Saskatchewan and wanted to fly Spitfires as I had already learned to fly a small Piper 
and was all ready for the big time.  The Air Force did not agree and said that I did not have 

enough education to be a RCAF pilot.  I had just finished high school.  This was 1939.  Sometime later, I had an 
interview with a recruiting officer and he told me if I joined the Navy and got to know my way around ships I 
could transfer to the Royal Navy as they were looking for people for the air arm.   

My next move was to Winnipeg where I joined the RCNVR. Shortly after I was shipped out west to 
Naden learned all the navy slang and then to Comox for a short course on boilers and steam engines.  The next 

trip was long and cold on a converted freight train to Halifax.  
After a few days in Slackers I was drafted to a Bangor Class sweep-
er as an experienced Stoker.  We were soon at sea learning the 
ropes and finally joined an escort group runner up and down the 
east coast from New York to Newfie, this was called Triangle Run.  
When we were not escorting convoys we were escorting individual 
ships along the coast mostly between Nova Scotia and Newfie.   

The trip that I will never forget is the one with the SS Cari-
bou.  Our captain at that time was James Cuthbert.  A fine gentle-
man and a good captain who knew his business.  After the torpedo 
strike, an attempt to ram and an asdic search did not bring any 

http://www.navalandmilitarymuseum.org/resource_pages/unsung_women/women_mariners.html
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results.  There were a lot of people in the water so the captain ordered us to drop the whaler and go and help 
as many as we could.  Five of us went in the whaler rowing around checking all the people we could find.  The 
ones who were still alive we pulled into the boat with us, the others were just slid back into the water.  Alto-
gether we brought in 105 people and took them to Sydney.  We were told that two of them had passed away 
that night in the hospital.  After that we continued with the escorting routine until late in 1943 and I was sent 
ashore for a short course and then drafted to a new corvette, HMCS Guelph.  Spent the rest of the war escort-
ing convoys between Newfie and Derry.  Was de-mobbed in October 1945.  Pictured:  SS Caribou survivors 
onboard HMCS Grand’mere 

I still wanted to fly and after several job attempts I finally was hired on with a Calgary company work-
ing in the northern part of the country. The money was not good and I had a wife to support now so I decided 
that the military was the best route.  I flew my aircraft back to Winnipeg, sold it and went and tried the RCAF 
once again.  One more time I did not qualify for pilot training as I was one year too old!  However I did qualify 
for a trade that would give me a lot of flying time, so I joined. 

After putting in time at several stations I did get a transfer to Greenwood which I had been trying for a 
long time.  I became a member of 404 Squadron and they were still flying Lancasters but soon converted to the 
Argus. A beautiful machine.  The next nine years I spent as much time as I could on patrols over the North 
Atlantic.  Five years on the water during the war and nine years over the water after the war.  On the exercise 

in Puerto Rico I was in charge of the maintenance crew 
looking after the aircraft and I was the one that signed it 
off on the last flight as fit in all respects.  On the night of 23 
March 1965, Argus 727 was lost with her crew of 15 and a 
government scientist. The weather that night was bloody 
awful which I am sure helped contribute to the accident.  
My name being the last one to sign off the aircraft was in a 
very bad place for the following investigation.  

Please excuse my poor typing and spelling.  I am 
over 90 years old and my typing machine is about the 
same age.  I have been a Trustee for several years and 
support everything you are doing.  Some time ago I spent 
weekends onboard Sackville telling tourists all about our 
navy, especially the Yanks, but like the old song “I don’t 
get around much anymore.”  I have spent the last eight 

years looking out over the Bedford Basin where the merchant ships used to moor waiting to go on convoy.  I 
live alone and enjoy company and still have up spirits time each morning and sometimes afternoon. 

 
The best to all 
Harry Bull 
 
Pictured:  Convoy forming up in the Bedford Basin from the former community of Africville but is now Seaview Park. 
 
BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC CONCERT 

 

15th Annual Battle of the Atlantic 
Concert 

1 May, 2013 at 1900 at Pier 21 
featuring the Royal Canadian Navy’s 

Stadacona Band and hosted 
by VAdm ret’d Duncan Miller 

$15.00 or 2 for $25 
Reserve your tickets: 

902-462-3089 
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UPCOMING SHIP’s PROGRAM AND TRUSTEE EVENTS 
 
Battle of the Atlantic Week Events* 
Wed, 1 May – Gala Concert, Pier 21 
Thurs, 2 May – Navy Parade from Dockyard to Sackville Landing 
Fri, 3 May – Navy Run from Sailors’ Memorial to HMCS Sackville  
Fri, 3 May – Dinner, onboard (reserve your seat now) 
Sat, 4 May – Merchant Navy Ceremony, Maritime Museum of the Atlantic 
Sun, 5 May – At-sea ceremony leaving from Sackville Landing 
Sun, 5 May – HMCS Sackville returns to Dockyard  
Thurs, 8 May – Pilgrimage, Londonderry NI 
*For further details on these events please see our website. 
 
AGM 
Fri, 5 July – Wardroom, CFB Halifax 
 
LAST WORD  

 
RAdm Desmond Piers’ wartime diary 

On Tuesday, 11 May 1943, LCdr Desmond Piers attended ceremonies at Bucking-
ham Palace to see Lt. Ralph Hennessy receive his Distinguished Service Cross for 
his action in HMCS Assiniboine and awarded to him by the King.   
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Battle of the Atlantic Window in 
Our Lady and Saint Nicholas 
Parish Church of Liverpool, UK.  
St. Nicholas can be seen in the panel 
on the right holding a ship. 
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