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VICE CHAIR’S REPORT

Captain(N) ret’d Bryan Elson
We now have received from the contractor the design
concept for the Battle of the Atlantic Place (BOAP)
project. This will be a major building block for future
development. Up to now the project has been an
activity of the project working group committee
under
the
inspired
leadership of Ted Kelly.
At the last meeting
of the board it was agreed
that from now on the
project would best be
handled by setting up a
new not for profit entity
with its own charitable
status. The new entity
would focus entirely on the project and will be
called the Battle of the Atlantic Place Society.
I would very briefly like to explain our
reasoning. A volunteer group such as ours simply
does not possess the expertise to manage the project
going forward. In no way could the design concept
have come to fruition without
the professional input of our
project director Andrew Amos
and the main contractor Stantec
and its sub-contractors.
Expertise such as this will
be needed every step of the way
ahead and it doesn’t come free.
In a nutshell, no money, no
expertise, and no expertise, no
project.
The issue then becomes
one of raising money from
public and private sources. Worthy organization as
the trust is the BOD felt that it did not have the
necessary brand recognition to attract the very
significant funding that will be needed. The new
entity on the other hand would develop its own
brand focused on the compelling Battle of the Alantic
theme and would be a more attractive to prospective
donors.
But in the opinion of board the trust must
remain a stakeholder. It owns the ship and will own
the concept design. Until the new legal entity
becomes a reality the project can only go forward in
the name of the trust, as it has done up to now.
Individual trustees also need to retain a sense of

participation in this exciting initiative. Therefore, the
undoubted requirement for a new entity needs to be
reconciled with the interests of the trust and trustees.
On the screen is a motion drafted by Hugh
Macpherson that sums up what needs to happen. It
was passed by the board
at its last meeting. The
committee consists of Ted
Kelly, our treasurer Bryn
Weadon, and Christopher
Elson. It has already held
its first meeting, assisted
by a lawyer arranged by
our legal advisor Sean
Layden. In italics below
is a motion drafted by Hugh Macpherson regarding
what needs to happen.
"Be it resolved, that this Board is of the opinion that a new
corporate entity may be required to manage the Battle of
Atlantic Place project as it matures from its present
organization to the build phase of
Battle of Atlantic Place and
subsequent operational phase,
and be it further resolved, that this
new entity embody in its legal
structure, laws and purpose the
need that the interests of the
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
and the individual members of that
trust be protected,
and be it further resolved, that a
committee of the Board which shall
include, but not limited to, the
treasurer, the legal advisor, one
member of the Battle of Atlantic Place working group, and
one other member of the board be constituted to examine
the ways and means by which this new corporate entity
may be created, bearing in mind the interests of the trust
and members of the trust and the possibility of external
parties being a part of this new corporate entity, and, be it
further resolved that this committee shall make a
preliminary report within 30 days."
There has been no opportunity for a formal report to
the BOD, but I understand that the meeting was
positive and that there is no obvious reason why the
aims of the motion cannot be achieved.
The
committee will continue its work on that basis.
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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC PLACE
Captain(N) ret’d Ted Kelly – Chair, Battle of the Atlantic Place Project Working Group
The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest and most
defending the shipping that plied these waters. The
decisive campaign of the Second World War and a
Atlantic was where Canada asserted its rightful
defining period for Canada. In 2011, the Canadian
place as a major Allied partner with the Royal
Naval Memorial Trust launched their Battle of the
Canadian Navy coming of age and the RCAF
Atlantic Place Project to create an innovative
playing a vital role. Canada’s contribution in the
experiential centre to celebrate
Battle of the Atlantic was
and commemorate the extrarecognized with command of the
“We as Canadians have not
ordinary national achievement of
Northwest Atlantic under Rear
been very good in telling
Canadians in the Battle of the
Admiral Leonard Murray—the
our stories,” said Ted Kelly.
Atlantic.
It will incorporate
only Allied theatre of war
“A major part of our
HMCS Sackville, owned and
commanded by a Canadian. By
motivation
is
to
try
and
operated by the Trust as Canada’s
1944, Canada was responsible
change that with this
Naval Memorial, the last of the
for the safe escort of all North
project.”
269 corvettes that formed the
Atlantic
trade
convoys,
backbone of Allied victory in the
providing a major contribution
HOW HALIFAX’S WATERFRONT WILL
Atlantic.
to the forces hunting U-boats.
HONOUR A HISTORIC SEA BATTLE ON LAND
No other campaign of the
Jane Taber - The Globe and Mail
Answering the Call
Second
World
War
so
January 27, 2014
When war was declared in 1939
profoundly
reflected
the
Canada was primarily an agrarian country with a
strengths and weakness of Canada’s economy.
population of barely 11 million, limited industry
Shipbuilding witnessed a remarkable expansion on
and minimal naval and military forces. Along with
the East Coast, St Lawrence, Great Lakes and West
residents
of
the
neighboring
colony
of
Coast. More than 1,000 naval and merchant ships of
Newfoundland, Canadians quickly rose to the
different classes were built in support of the RCN,
challenge of total mobilization.
merchant shipping and the Royal Navy, along with
Britain’s survival and the ultimate Allied
thousands of small craft. Most naval ships bore
victory in Europe were almost entirely dependent
names of communities across the country. Ships
on the supply of men, materials, equipment and
built by the men and women of Canada were critical
food from North America. As part of the Allied
to the reinforcement and resupply of Britain and by
forces, Canadian ships and aircraft played a decisive
1945 shipbuilding was Canada’s second largest
role in this six-year campaign.
industry.
Moreover, Canadian electronics and
The Battle of the Atlantic encompassed the
armaments industries provided much of the
breadth of the ocean, from the Caribbean to the
equipment carried by Canadian warships, while
Arctic, off our own shores on the East Coast, and up
RCAF squadrons flew many Canadian built aircraft.
the St Lawrence to within a few miles of Quebec
Canadians volunteered for active service in
City. Canada played a crucial role in organizing and
the tens of thousands and nowhere was this more
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evident than in the RCN. In 1939 the RCN had a
dozen ships and 3,500 regular and reserve members;
by 1945 it had grown to more than 400 ships and
100,000 sailors. Approximately 90 per cent of this
wartime navy was made up of the Royal Canadian
Naval Volunteer Reserve. The RCAF’s contribution
to the Atlantic was also huge. Roughly a quarter of
all air squadrons committed to the Atlantic were
RCAF, while a quarter of all RAF Coastal Command
crews were Canadian.
Life at sea for members of the Merchant
Navy was harrowing, as their ships were the
primary targets of U-Boat attacks. Throughout the
war Canada continued to reach deep, expand her
technological and industrial capacity, and generate
hundreds of ships, aircraft, and crews to protect the
convoys with their vital cargoes. It was an
extraordinary national achievement.

Battle of the Atlantic Place: Design Concept
Stantec has conceived a stunning LEED ‘gold
performance rated’ structure with striking glass
facades, vaulted halls and galleries, and public
spaces offering spectacular vistas of Halifax
Harbour. BRC Imagination Arts, an international
interpretive design firm, has created a storyboard
focused on telling the story in an innovative manner
that will excite visitors of all ages. The experience
will be extended across the country by linking to
sculpted markers in the hundreds of communities
across Canada that gave their names to ships.
Within Battle of the Atlantic Place, the visitor
will be immersed in the story using interactive
technologies and a multi-purpose theatre to allow

the various story themes to be experienced. The
story unfolds with an overview of the years and
conditions on both sides of the Atlantic leading up
to the war. A comprehensive treatment of Canada’s
involvement in the Battle of the Atlantic will follow
to explore how this national commitment impacted
families, business, industry and commerce. Stories
will be told of the individual sailor’s point of view,
what it was like to serve at sea and how their
families coped, and what Canadians did in and out
of uniform to support the war at sea. A simulator
will allow visitors to experience operations at sea,
such as a night action in a ship or a U-Boat. A
strategic and operational overview of the Battle of
the Atlantic will include introduction to key national
and Alliance leaders, the concerns and decisions
affecting the war effort, and the political, economic
and operational choices available to Canada. The
consequences of the Battle will be explored in terms
of how Canada changed from the agrarian based
nation she had been to the very different
industrialized nation that she became.

The major artifacts, HMCS Sackville and an
RCAF Canadian-built Canso Flying Boat, represent
all our ships and aircraft, and will allow visitors to
‘walk the decks’ in Convoy Hall and be under the
‘protective cover’ of those who placed themselves in
danger to escort the convoys. The Battle of the
Atlantic cost the lives of 35,000 Allied sailors and
airmen, and the adjacent Memorial Hall will honour
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the over 5,000 members of the RCN, RCAF and
Merchant Navy who perished at sea with the loss of
24 Canadian naval ships, 72 merchant ships, and
several maritime aircraft; a place of sober reflection
of service and sacrifice.

Battle of the Atlantic Veterans
Lieutenant Commnander Murray Knowles, one of the last
remaining corvette captains and
Merchant Navy Captain Earle Wagner,
at the concept design unveiling.

Battle of the Atlantic Place recognizes and honours a
generation that was supremely challenged, fought
with great courage and advanced Canada onto the
world stage. It will be defining of Canada as a
nation, and provide citizens and visitors with an
authentic cultural experience reinforcing the pride
we have in our history and heritage, and how we as
a nation can rise to meet incredible challenges.
We believe we have something that is right
for the time. Battle of the Atlantic Place is consistent
with the federal government’s goals for the 150th
anniversary of Confederation and it addresses many
of the priorities of the federal government in terms of
furthering the notion of Canadian identity.

Why is this project important to Canada?
What does it mean to be Canadian? Canadians, the
young especially, are largely unaware of their rich
history. The success of Canadians in responding to
the demands posed by the Battle of the Atlantic was
amazing. With a population of barely 11 million
people scattered in societies largely agrarian in
nature, with little industry and few seafarers, Canada
built a Merchant Navy to transport critical
armaments and supplies and expanded its navy to
become the 3rd largest in the world. On the home
front, Canadians rose to the challenge with
resourcefulness and innovation. From virtually no
capacity in 1939, 1,200 ships were built by 1945 as
Canada rapidly transformed into an industrial
society. The overall efforts at home and at sea
constituted an extraordinary achievement in making
what was the decisive contribution in the most
critical campaign of WWII. Battle of the Atlantic
Place will finally tell this great story in a way that has
the power to engage people. Canadians, particularly
the young will discover a new sense of pride in their
heritage and will find inspiration in the conduct of
their own lives.
Where will Battle of the Atlantic Place be situated?
Battle of the Atlantic Place will occupy a 4.5 acre area
of the harbour on the Halifax waterfront at the foot of
Sackville Street, allocated for this purpose by the
Province of Nova Scotia. It will be highly visible
from both land and sea. While located in Halifax, the
project will have physical and virtual linkages to the
400+ towns and cities across Canada, which gave
their names to ships. The war effort was a national
effort, unlike any before or since, and this project will
commemorate and bring together the entire country
in the same way.
How will it be paid for?
The goal is to have this project funded by all levels of
government as well as and through contributions
from the general public and corporate sector.

Follow Battle of the Atlantic Place at: http://battleoftheatlanticplace.ca//
Twitter: @BOA_Place
Facebook: Battle of the Atlantic Place
youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcyXWAEK2b0
Tel: (902) 492-1424
E-mail: office@battleoftheatlanticplace.ca
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COMMODORE (RET’D) BRUCE W. BELLIVEAU, CD
Cmdre Belliveau took the helm as Chair of the Canadian Naval Memorial
Trust in January, 2014. This follows his retirement in January, 2013 from a
distinguished 32 year career in the Royal Canadian Navy. His career
highlights include; Commanding Officer of HMCS TORONTO,
Commander of the Fifth Maritime Operations Group, Commander of the
Canadian Fleet Atlantic, Chief of Staff Operations at Joint Task Force
Atlantic and Maritime Forces Atlantic in Halifax, and Deputy Chief of
Staff for Operations at Canada Command. While at Canada Command he
was responsible for the national level planning and execution of the
military component of the security apparatus for the Olympics 2010, and
the G8/G20 meeting in Toronto. In his last post, NATO’s Maritime
L-R: Chair Bruce Belliveau, Rear-Admiral Command in Northwood, UK, his duties included directing the multiJohn Newton and CNMT Recording national fight against piracy in the Horn of Africa where he worked
Secretary Bill Gard at the unveiling of the extensively with all facets of the shipping industry. Since June, 2013, his
Battle of the Atlantic Place design concept.
full time employment is as Chief Executive Officer of Commissionaires
Nova Scotia. He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo Society.

TRUSTEES REMEMBER WWII 1ST LIEUTENANT BILL MURRAY by Len Canfield
Lieutenant Commander Arthur William Murray who
passed away in Halifax January 5 at 93 will be
remembered by fellow Trustees of the CNMT and
friends as a strong supporter of preserving HMCS
Sackville and a colorful raconteur.
Bill, who commenced his naval
career in his native Halifax in 1940 and
trained at HMCS Royal Roads, Victoria
had a close connection with HMCS
Sackville, having served as the ship’s 1st
Lieutenant (XO) in 1944 during the
Battle of the Atlantic. As he recounted
in his personal memoir, Naval Nuggets, “… 1940 to 1945 were the most
memorable years of my life.”
He said his purpose in penning the memoir
was not only to recall the ships he served in on the
Pacific and Atlantic but to capture “…the colorful
characters that I encountered and the human side of
these encounters…without downplaying the serious
side of the war at sea.” And he was more than happy
to ‘spin a salty dip’ or two about his experiences at
sea and encounters ashore. On the East Coast his
appointments included CO of Fairmile Q093, HMCS
Fort Ramsay (Gaspe shore base) and 1st Lieutenant
of Sackville when she was part of the escort group for
the largest convoy of the war (HX 297).
Following the war he continued service in the
Naval Reserve and resumed his pre-war graphic arts
studies at the American Academy of Art in Chicago.

He had a lengthy career in publishing and advertising in the US before returning to Nova Scotia in 1972
to take up the position of supervisor of advertising
with the NS Communications and Information
Centre, retiring in 1984.
Over the years Bill supported
various Trust and Sackville special
events and activities, including Battle of
Atlantic ceremonies and participated
with the late Lieutenant Governor James
Kinley in the official unveiling of
Canada Post’s HMCS Sackville stamp in
1997. He was also member of a number
of other organizations, including the NS
Naval Officers Association and the
Royal United Services Institute/NS.
In recognition of his 91st birthday, a flag hoist
was raised in Sackville with the message “BZ Bill” for
his decades of service to Canada. He was predeceased by his wife Vera and is survived by a sister
Mrs. W.L. Garrison and several nieces and nephews.
“Bill Murray played an important part in the
life of HMCS Sackville. He was one of our stalwart
Trustees and represented a direct link with Sackville’s
wartime service having served as the ship’s 1st Lieut.
His outgoing manner and ability to relate his wartime experience at sea and ashore was much appreciated by guests and visitors to Sackville,” said LCdr
Jim Reddy, CO of Sackville.
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CAPTAIN’S CORNER

Lieutenant-Commander ret’d Jim Reddy
The whole team here in Halifax was energized at the
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic by the January
formal unveiling of the design for Battle of the
Atlantic Place. That event is well covered in this
issue. The unveiling was the most significant event in
Sackville’s naval memorial history since the rededication ceremony in May of 1985 when we began our
seasonal, public operation. I attended that dedication

Alan Easton (centre) and Sackville's wartime ship's company.
Photo contributed by Ron Cosburn

HMCS Sackville, dressed for her rededication ceremony, 1985.

almost 30 years ago, joining the crowd that was
bundled up against a brisk, late winter breeze. What
remains most in my memory though, was meeting
wartime ship’s company including Alan Easton.
Needless to say, they were immensely proud of their
old ship and of the work of the Trust. We feel the
same way today.
Here in the “dark of winter” with the successful Christmas and New Year events past, the team
onboard is concentrating on keeping the ship warm
and safe. There is never ending work to do and we
look forward to two important corrosion repair jobs
expected to be completed by the Dockyard before we
shift downtown for the 2014 season.

Also onboard, we are experimenting with an
old approach to shipkeeping with volunteer work
parties coming in on Saturdays to tend to all those
little chores that seem to pile up. We have held one
session already and have more planned.
But all is not work! Our new Mess Manager,
Lionel Thomas, is livening up the social side of our
Mess. Looking to gather the wider Trust family for a
Valentine’s Day party, Lionel booked the centrally
located Chocolate Lake Best Western for a dinner and
dance. This kind of event takes us ashore into a larger
venue that allows us to bring along non-Trustees
with the aim of growing the membership.
Another new activity for the ship is providing
the venue for the Maritime Forces Atlantic Naval
Officer Professional Qualifying Board in April. This
is comparable to the former watchkeeping board and
should occupy the ship’s spaces and conference room
for three to four days as the young officers are
mustered and examined. I’m sorry to say that we
can’t take the credit for this idea. Rather, it originated
in the Fleet staff which is also gratifying.
Finally, I would like to assure Trustees that it
remains most satisfying to lead the team onboard
that looks after Sackville. There is no shortage of
challenges as we juggle the resources and talents of
our volunteers, our outside supporters, as well as
coordinate the professional, marine work of the
Dockyard. We are planning for the five-yearly
docking late this year where we will continue hull
preservation work in the tanks and bilges, all with a
view to preparing her for her new home in Battle of
the Atlantic Place.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Do you hear there?
outside and comfortable seating inside! Tickets are
I hope you all enjoyed a terrific Christmas and New
now readily available at $25 (fee and tax included)
Year Holiday. We had our usual highly successful
through
Ticket
Atlantic
–
either
online
Levee once again on 01 January with Wendall
(http://www.ticketatlantic.com/en/home/events/d
Brown’s chowder and moose milk to get 2014 off to a
efault.aspx) or at local HRM Superstores. The price
good start. As of this writing, we are well into
has increased over that of the past several years, as
planning activities for the warmer months to come.
we made very little profit to help support ship
The Trust has applied to the Canada Summer
operations. A larger venue, with fixed-costs compaJobs Program for funding to hire one or two students
rable to those at Pier 21, will permit a reasonable
to act as Interpretive Guides during July and August.
return on all of the effort that our committee puts
In the event that we are successful, we will post the
into this event. I hope we will have another sell-out
position(s) on the Service Canada Jobs Bank site
of this terrific concert, featuring the RCN’s Stadacona
which worked very well for us last year. We also
Band and a number of other talented performers.
have a new Life Member and keen re-enactor, David
Consider a visit long enough to connect with oldHarrison, who is re-enacting
friends.
his grandfather (a RCNVR
On the 22nd of May,
sailor in HMCS Georgian, a
the Project Team will be
WWII Bangor-class minepresenting a briefing at a
sweeper) and has offered to
Lunch & Learn at the
help us with interpretation
Halifax Club. Please put
onboard during the sumthis on your calendar and
mer. I see him wearing a
come with friends to a fine
seaman’s
uniform
and
luncheon and hear the latest
informing visitors about it,
plans for the Battle of the
demonstrating the use of the
Atlantic Place Project.
Bosun’s call, tying bowlines
Our Annual General
and reef knots, and generalMeeting will be held on
“A willing customer and $ales-room”
ly enhancing the experience
Friday afternoon, the 4th of
It
was
all
hands
to
the
pump
over
the
Christmas
holidays
at
for visitors.
July, at the Wardroom
We continue to need the Alderney Market in Dartmouth promoting the Canadi- Officers’ Mess in Stadacona
an Naval Memorial Trust and selling calendars.
guides to help interpret the
following a luncheon on
ship to our visitors during the summer and early fall.
The Bridge – the 12th floor of Juno Tower with the
We will run a course on a Saturday in May or early
best view of Halifax in the city. We intend an evening
June for current and new guides prior to the ship’s
reception onboard Sackville in the evening. For those
move back to Sackville Landing. We have an excellent
travelling from elsewhere in the country to the AGM,
handbook on HMCS Sackville and the Battle of the
consider a visit long enough to visit old friends and
Atlantic, and the plan is to make guides very familiar
attend the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo.
with the ship, the period of history that she repreSome of you have generously donated your
sents, and confident in telling people from around
time to help, but we continue to look for volunteers
the world about HMCS Sackville, the Battle of the
to do specific tasks. If you have talents that you think
Atlantic, and the Battle of the Atlantic Place Project.
would be helpful, such as retail experience, please
Stay tuned for further word on this course, and
email me (execdir@canadasnavalmemorial.ca) or call
please let me know if you are interested in participatme at 902-721-1206 during the forenoon. I am here in
ing.
the office by 0700 daily.
The Battle of the Atlantic Musical Concert will
be in the Spatz Theatre in Citadel High School on
Yours aye,
Tuesday evening, 29 April 2014. This is a very
DougThomas
modern facility, with plenty of free evening parking
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CROSSED THE BAR

Sub Lieutenant Ron Cosburn – RCNVR, HMC Ships Sackville and Kamsack
Alexander Payson "Sandy" Gregory – RCNVR, HMC Ships Kings, Agassiz and Brunswicker
Alfred Hurley – RCN, Radar Officer, HMS Sheffield
Captain Peter Hutchins – Merchant Navy
Fredrick Craig Kennedy – RCNVR
Captain (N) (E) Robert Lane – RCN
Captain John Chapman Matthews – Merchant Navy, MV Petrolite
Lieutenant Commander Arlo Moen – RCN, HMC Ships Saguenay and Saint Laurent and HMS Rodney
Lieutenant Commander William Murray – RCNVR, 1st Lt HMCS Sackville
Shirley Robertson – Camp Hill Veterans’ Garden
Vincent Tanner – RCNVR, HMS Harvester, HMC Ships Niagara and Ross Norman
Lieutenant (Navy) Andrew Webster – RCN, HMCS Toronto
Alexander Payson "Sandy" Gregory of Rothesay, NB., passed away peacefully January 7,
2014 at age 90. After university, Sandy joined the RCNVR and was a graduate of HMCS
Kings where he received his commission. He served in corvettes, including HMCS Agassiz.
Sandy continued his association with the RCNR until late in life, mentoring many youngsters at HMCS Brunswicker over the years. He was a long-term supporter and life member
of the CNMT. Sandy was very active in his community: he served a term as Councillor with
the City of Saint John, and was a member of many organizations including being Past President of the Naval
Officers' Association of Canada. Sandy studied theatre, being a graduate of the American Academy of Arts in
New York City, and travelled throughout the United States with a theatre group. He also performed with the
"Players Theatre" of London, England. While living in Saint John, Sandy was involved in organizing the
Remembrance Day, Battle of the Atlantic, and city parade celebrations. Sandy is survived by his wife Millie
and children Hugh, Charles, Diane, and Glen.
Robert (Bob) Lane, CD, of Ottawa died 27 December 2013 in his 94th year. Survivors include his wife Lucille
and son John; he was predeceased by children Wendy and Peter. He joined the RCN in 1939 from the Royal
Military College and attended the Royal Naval College and Royal Naval Engineering College. He served in the
Atlantic, Pacific and Korean waters, including HMS Glasgow and HMC Ships Uganda, Ontario, Saguenay and
Cayuga; his shore appointments included SACLANT HQ. Following retirement from the Navy he was involved in developing a transportation system for the disabled in Ottawa and served as a management consultant at Agriculture Canada.
Arlo Maitland Moen passed away in Camp Hill Veterans’ Memorial Building, QEII on
28 October, 2013 at the age of 93. In 1938 at age 18 Arlo joined the Royal Canadian Navy
determined to serve his country after hearing Hitler on the radio. He served onboard
many ships, including HMCS Saguenay which was torpedoed and the Royal Navy’s
Rodney, one of the battleships that helped sink the Bismark. Upon retiring from the RCN
in 1971, he began an acting career and was involved in many productions with Kipawa
Theatre and helped to establish Center Stage Theatre in Kentville. At age 88 he wrote “A
Sailor’s Stories”and sold hundreds of copies. Arlo was predeceased by his wife Shirley
(Loomer). He is survived by his son, Stewart (Hope) Moen; daughter, Susan Moen;
granddaughter, Sarah Moen; sister, Eleanor; brother, Neil (Vivian), and many nieces and
nephews. Pictured: Arlo Moen on his "Sparkers'" Course (Wireless Radio), 1939
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Lieutenant (N) Andrew F. Webster, RCN, died 2 January 2014 at age 33 in the Seychelles
while deployed with HMCS Toronto. He was born in Halifax, a graduate of Dartmouth
High School and the Royal Military College, Kingston, Ontario. During his decade of
service after graduation in 2004 from RMC, Andrew held a number of increasing positions
of responsibility at sea and ashore, and participated in two major operational deployments
to the Persian Gulf. Rear-Admiral John Newton, speaking at the funeral, described how
“Andrew delighted at the challenge and adventure of discovering what lay beyond that
horizon. He quickly demonstrated his natural leadership abilities. He had grit, and reveled
in the unrelenting tempo of shipboard life and its physical regimen, defusing tension and fatigue with good
humour and an infectious smile. He excelled as a navigator, Operations Room Officer, and instructor. His
sense of duty shone through in the way he took on the very tough job as Combat Officer aboard HMCS
Toronto, where he was at the centre of the ship's many successes deployed on Operation Artemis in the Arabian Sea.” In 2012 Andrew was awarded the Oland Shield as the top Operations Room Officer course graduate, a
significant achievement for a young naval officer. He is survived by his wife Dr. Anna Christine Arsenault;
parents, Captain (N) Philip Webster (ret’d) and mother Heather (MacLean), brother Matthew, sister Lindsay
and brother-in-law Mitchell Grant, his grandmother Katherine MacLean, and his many cousins, aunts, uncles
and friends around the world.

HONOURING THE FALLEN, HELPING THE LIVING
Founded in 2006, Wounded Warriors Canada is a non-profit organization that helps Canadian Forces members
who have been wounded or injured in their service to Canada with a focus on mental health and the impact of
PTSD, perpetrated by Operational Stress Injuries.
Trustee Peter Mielzynski Jr., President and CEO of PMA Canada,
purveyors of fine wines and spirits,
and his company have set the bar
high in their support of Canadian
Forces personnel and their families
through Wounded Warriors Canada.
PMA's first donation was a record breaking donation of $131,616.00 - the largest single
donation ever received by the organization. "PMA Canada is extremely proud to represent
Glenfiddich in the Canadian market-place. We are especially proud of the Glenfiddich and
Wounded Warriors Canada partnership, where we have been able to raise nearly $200,000 for this charity in
the last 18 months. This is a great cause and a great way for our company to give back to those Canadian
Armed Forces members and their families in need, and who have given so much to all of us here in Canada."
PMA's contribution to the program has been recognized at the highest levels. Prime Minister Stephen
Harper stated that he was "heartened" by their support of Wounded Warriors, adding that "our valiant men
and women in uniform are fortunate to have dedicated corporate champions."
Phil Ralph, National Program Director for Wounded Warriors Canada remarked: "A commitment to
family and a pioneering spirit has always been at the forefront of our relationship with Glenfiddich. It's
without a doubt that their fundraising support has helped build much needed funding and awareness that will
positively affect the lives of Canadian Forces Members and their families."
PMA Canada's generosity is not limited to the Wounded Warrior program but is extended to the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust in their sponsoring of three pages of our 2015 calendar which we hope to have
available by the summer. A big thank you to PMA Canada.
For more information on the Wounded Warrior program and the PMA Canada partnership see:
http://woundedwarriors.ca/mission/ and http://www.pmacanada.com/en/read_more_gf_cf.php
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ALL IN A DAY’S WORK
Trustee and wartime HMCS Sackville sailor
Phil Clappison, RCNVR – Kitchener/Waterloo

In the summer of 1944 HMCS
Sackville took up her position
with other corvettes and two
small aircraft carriers in Convoy ONS 248 and departed
Londonderry for North America. As they advanced up the
Foyle estuary leaving the most
northwesterly tip of Northern Ireland behind they
entered an area well-known to enemy. An area
where U-Boats laid mines, gathered weather intelligence for airstrikes against Russian convoys and
provided shipping information to their colleagues
operating in the Atlantic.

Our departure was tense and cautious. Something,
anything could happen at any moment. Plodding
behind merchant ships in column ten of the convoy,
we kept a watchful eye on the aircraft carriers. The
seas were too rough for take-offs and landings so no

German minelaying aircraft dropping parachute mines near
entrance to Milford Haven, Wales. ARTIST: ROBERT RICKARD, MILFORD
HAVEN HERITAGE AND MARITIME MUSEUM.

planes were screening the convoy. The weather at
this northern outpost can be very cold and the wind
very brisk but after four days the sea conditions and
wind abated.

Mines were a challenge for the bridge officers as they
tried to explode floating enemy mines with rifles at
the same time the ship was plowing through waves.
Some mines dropped by aircraft in the approaches to
harbours floated on the surface, and some moored

German contact mine

mines broke their mooring cables to the bottom, or
had cables too long for the depth of water, and thus
were on the surface. The mines bobbed on the surface
of the water to a different rhythm than the ship. At
that distance the mines were like phantoms; if you hit
one it would be like winning a prize at the carnival. I
didn’t see them hit any which I can understand. Our
ship had recently been fitted in Texas with degaussing gear as another protection against any mines that
might get close enough to hit us. This gear, composed of electrical cables encircling the hull, nullified
the electrical field around the ship to counteract
magnetic mines.
It was not long before the sailors on board settled down to a routine. I went on watch as usual late
in the afternoon with another stoker and a petty
officer to relieve those who had just finished their
watch. We shared three watches each day known as
the red, white and blue rotating four hours on and
eight hours off. Before starting we had a brief turnover from the previous watch. I was positioned in the
forward boiler room which is separated from the rear
boiler room by a steel wall approximately the height
of the boilers. In the steel wall there was a steel safety
passage door that could be sealed tight in an emergency. At the time the petty officer and stoker were
busy doing their concerns in the rear boiler room
while I was left to watch the forward boiler until
such time as the petty officer was available to check
on me.
In each boiler room there was one enormous
Scotch marine boiler or what we call a “fire tube”
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boiler. Bunker oil is ignited in the fire chamber. The
gas and heat is directed into a gas chamber at the
head of the boiler. From there the gas and heat are
forced through a series of steel tubes surrounded by
distilled water before being exhausted through the
funnel to the outside atmosphere. The hot hollow
steel tubes immersed in the distilled water heat the
water to a steam pressure controlled to 225 psi.

HMCS Sackville's Scotch Boiler 2014

Steam from the boiler is transferred to the connecting
crankshaft to the triple expansion engine that drives
the propellers of the ship. Lastly, the steam dissipates
to some degree by expanding in the first small high
pressure cylinder transferring to an intermediate
cylinder and then transferring to two larger low
pressure cylinders. Through this process the steam
energy is completely dissipated and cooled at the
same time condensing back to water. The condensed
water is pumped by means of a vacuum pump to be
recycled back to the boiler to be used over again.
I was responsible to watch the water level in
the boiler, adjust the Weir pump to keep it at the
right level in the boiler and watch the steam pressure
gauge fastened to the bulkhead. The pressure had to
be maintained with vigilance at a steady 225 psi. The
three fire tip nozzles facing into the chamber of the
boiler had to be constantly cleaned of carbon
buildup. The bunker oil had to be heated to maintain
just the right temperature for safety. Smoke was
black when not heated enough, and white when too
hot; if it wasn’t correct the smoke could give our
position away to the enemy.
That fateful afternoon I was alone with three
fires in the chamber burning to supply heat to the
hollow steel tubes; the weir pump was quietly

moaning with every beat when I detected a different
hissing sound coming from the head of the boiler.
Not suspecting that anything could go wrong, I still
thought I should inspect. I was curious and having a
few moments between cleaning the tips of the fire tip
nozzles, I crawled forward between the belly of the
boiler and the bulkhead to investigate the portside of
the boiler because the large Weir pump blocked the
starboard side. It was a tight but passable area for a
young fit nineteen year old sailor. Finally reaching
the head of the boiler, I looked up in the direction of
the loud hissing sound. I was mesmerized for
several long seconds as I watched steam pouring out
along a short section between two plates held by
rivets at the top end of the steel encasement. I feared
something was going terribly wrong. I snapped into
action, scrambled back fast between the boiler and
bulkhead to report this to my petty officer who was
fortunately still in the rear boiler room.
Without missing a beat, the petty officer lowered the steam in the boiler and cut the fires of the
boiler. He reported the problem to the bridge. The
alarm was sounded throughout the ship. For everyone on board, it was pandemonium. Act swiftly!
Action stations! This boiler could blow any moment,
and us with it! Mercifully the boiler was safely shut
down in time. We knew it was under control before
anything serious could happen. Sometime later
veteran sailors who were with the Sackville during
other engagements told me that the many depth
charges used against submarines in past engagements earlier that year must have caused the rivets
holding the section of the boiler together to loosen.
With one boiler out of commission we didn’t have
adequate steam for the engines to produce enough
speed to act as an escort, so we were assigned to a
convoy going to Newfoundland sailing at a speed of
around five knots.

Stringbag crew on surveillance flight.
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The next day I was off-watch and relaxing on the
portside top deck. In the distance, two Fairey Swordfish bi-planes (also known as Stringbags) were
airborne conducting sweeps around the perimeter of
the convoy after a report of two U-Boats in the
vicinity of the convoy. Approximately two miles off
the port quarter a periscope was sighed and the
Stringbags went to work dropping bombs. Unfortunately to no avail. In the meantime the sea was
getting rough and the swells were getting longer and
higher. About a quarter of a mile away, I watched as
one of the planes approached the heaving deck of the
carrier to land. It took three attempts before it was
successful. The second plane tried to make a landing but failed completely in the attempt flipping
backwards into the sea.

Luckily, their failed attempt to land on that freighter
did not result in any loss of life that day, which
prompted me to think back about the potential
disaster we averted the day before.
When I think back on those days, I ponder
about how fragile life can be in the face of danger.
Why were we so fortunate to avert a potential
explosion of the Scotch boiler? Why were the two
Dutch pilots fortunate to be near enough our corvette
to be rescued that day? Why was another sailor
Sydney Avey not so fortunate? He was recruited in
Hamilton at the same time as me, he was the same
age, he was even stationed on the newly commissioned frigate HMCS Valleyfield (K329) but he
drowned with many other sailors in the icy waters
off Cape Race, Newfoundland after only 10 months
with the Royal Canadian Navy. Valleyfield was
torpedoed late at night by a German submarine after
returning to Newfoundland from her very first
voyage overseas. This question can never be answered with satisfaction but with events like these, I
cannot but wonder how we were able to carry on
during this conflict. War matured us overnight
making us question the very meaning of life and
death.

A hard landing on the deck of HMS Courageous.

HMCS Sackville’s First Lieutenant Bill Murray
rang “full speed ahead” and recalled thinking that
“those poor guys were goners”. Murray described
steaming “toward the spot where the plane had gone
down but there was no sign of the plane or the
airmen. We had scramble nets rigged on the starboard side and hoped for the best. All of a sudden we
saw a yellow life raft and there were the two airmen.
How they got out of that old bi-plane unharmed, I
will never understand.”
The rescued pilots, as it happens were Dutch,
stayed onboard as our guests for the rest of the trip.

HMCS Valleyfield survivors march alongside the caskets of their
shipmates for burial in St. John's, Newfoundland.

Read Lieutenant Ian Tate’s harrowing first-hand account of
surviving the sinking of HMCS Valleyfield:
http://www.northumberlandnews.com/news-story/3766599surviving-a-torpedo-attack/

The e-version of Action Stations is available to all Trustees who would prefer to receive a digital copy by email
before it goes to the printer. If you would like to read our news sooner than later, please contact Debbie
Findlay at: sectreas@canadasnavalmemorial.ca. By choosing not to receive a printed copy of our magazine
you are helping us save on printing and postage costs. Back issues of Action Stations are also available on our
website at: http://canadasnavalmemorial.ca/do_you_hear-there/old-news/
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THE UNCHARTED FAR NORTH: A MODERN VOYAGE SUPPORTING CANADIAN SOVEREIGNTY
Rear Admiral John Newton, Commander, Maritime Forces Atlantic and Joint Task Force Atlantic
Recently, I attended a symposium with 20 Honourary recently travelled to the Far North. Their missions were
Captains who serve the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) for fundamentally different but their experiences nearly
no greater reward than giving back to their nation. They identical, collaborating with partners in government
are leaders from government, business and academia and military to continue the modern exploration of
who volunteer to use their voice and networks to sup- Canada’s sovereign lands.
port the men and women of our navy. From the MariAt Milne Inlet, Summerside encountered a bulk
times, there is shipping magnate, Sid Hynes; former carrier loading iron ore for shipment to market. With the
Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, Myra Freeman; exploitation of the Mary River site now entering producbusinessman, Fred George; and, Speaker of the Senate of tion, and shipping frequency set to increase, there is an
Canada, Noel Kinsella.
urgency to complete the detailed surveys of Baffin
This year’s symposium was co-hosted on Par- Island waters. Summerside, with embarked technicians
liament Hill by the Speaker and the Commander of the from the Canadian Hydrographic Service and their
RCN, Vice Admiral Mark Norman. As our Commander specialized precision equipment, was seconded to this
introduced the sympoeffort. With internationsium with a state of the
al fishing fleets moving
union concerning the
progressively
north,
naval affairs of our
Fisheries and Oceans
country, I was asked to
inspectors were supspeak on current operaported from the deck of
tions.
Shawinigan.
While considerBoth ships had
ing my remarks, I was
their eyes opened to the
struck by a giant rendiscale of industry and
tion of a Samuel de
tourism now operating
Champlain era map of
in the North. The
CP-140
Aurora
from
405
Long
Range
Patrol
Squadron,
Greenwood,
NS
and
eastern Canada on the
presence of our ships
HMCS Shawinigan off the coast of Resolution Island, August 2013
wall of the chamber.
along with our Coast
This mariner, soldier, humanist, and explorer criss- Guard partners served an important purpose. Imprintcrossed the Atlantic countless times in the early 1600s ing the will and jurisdiction of the Government of
and built a profound understanding of the geography of Canada on visitors, business interests and foreign
eastern and central Canada. His map of 1626 is a re- governments is an essential element of sovereignty.
markable achievement for the era and depicts our
With changing patterns of human activity now evcountry, as far as Lake Huron, with accuracy.
ident, Shawinigan conducted an exercise scenario led by
However, as you scan up the chart toward the Joint Task Force North out of Yellowknife. This was
North, the mapping becomes increasingly generalized, completed in conjunction with RCMP, coast guard, air
and for the most part, fanciful. It was far too early for force surveillance planes and a Canadian army element
the complex sea route to yield its secrets of a Northwest transported north to join a ground search for a lost
Passage. Even today, over 400 years later, most Canadi- family on Resolution Island. Our collective ability to
ans still look to the North with similar unfamiliarity. intervene in the North must be built on thorough planMost cannot describe the geography of the region, its ning, exercise, and deliberate interoperability;
seasonal variation and settlement. Fewer can explain the Shawinigan’s crew took this imperative to heart.
increasing human activities that are forever changing
Given that the Maritime access routes principally
the landscape.
flow from the Labrador Sea to Davis Strait and Baffin
Thus, when our ships deploy North, your RCN Bay, we can easily imagine a greater role for the Atlantic
sailors are voyaging with the same great sense of dis- Fleet as the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ship goes from the
covery as our early explorers. Participating in Operation drawing board to operational capability. With lessons
NANOOK or Operation QIMMIQ is their first oppor- learned and another cadre of modern day explorers
tunity to experience the Arctic and gain a life altering enriched with experience, the RCN will continue to
experience. HMC Ships Summerside and Shawinigan push northward with increasing skill and capability.
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THE YEAR OF THE KOREAN VETERAN

A year ago in January Steven Blaney, then Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada, on behalf of the Government of Canada declared 2013, the Year of the Korean War Veteran. This recognition, in honour of the
26,791 Canadian military personnel, 516 of whom were killed in action, is well-deserved. Canadian aircrews, soldiers and sailors served with distinction as part of a sixteen-nation United Nations combat force
mustered when hostilities broke out between the North and South on 25 June, 1950 ending sixty years ago
last July.

When recalling the RCN’s contribution to the war, the heroism and hard fight of the train busters and a
perilous transit up the Taedong River comes to the fore. HMCS Cayuga stood shoulder to shoulder with her
sisters in Korean Waters but a unique character and his story of bravado onboard propelled the ship into the
record books for a completely different reason. Frequent contributor to Action Stations, retired Commander Peter Chance
was serving as Cayuga’s Navigator and Operations Officer (1951-1952) at the time and here is his story. Ed.
DENTISTRY BY PROXY
Peter Chance, RCN – Victoria, BC

into the next day, it was obvious by the considerable
swelling of our Captain’s jaw that there was something seriously wrong. Throughout the day the pain
The story begins in the spring of 1952, in HMCS
became more acute and similarly did the local
Cayuga commanded by Commander James Plomer
situation. Were we to break off our patrol, requiring
OBE, DSC, RCN. At that time we were on a routine
another ship to come to our relief and thereby giving
patrol behind enemy lines in the northern portion of
up a precious hard-earned leave? Or, could the
the Yellow Sea off the Gulf of Chinnampo – a considsituation be alleviated with Lt Cyr’s medicinal
erable distance to our
ministrations allowing the
normal operating bases in
ship to remain on station?
Sasebo in South West
As the crisis escalated into
Japan. Unless there was
the evening, the pain now
some very urgent reason,
excruciating, it became
the ships were expected to
clear that an emergency
remain on patrol, the
surgical intervention was
average duration of which
necessary…but not until
was approximately 21
first thing in the morning
days. In this instance the
Lt Cyr declared. “Altship had been less than ten
hough I have my degree
days on station. While it
in medicine, you will
was not the normal
surely
recognize
my
practice for a single
knowledge and experiwarship the size of a HMCS Cayuga passing Fisgard Lighthouse, Fort Rodd as she ence in dentistry is
departs Esquimalt for Korea, June 1951.
destroyer to carry a dentist
extremely limited”. After
let alone a physician, because of the operational
fortifying the Captain with enough pain medication
nature of our duties most units in Korean waters,
to sedate a pachyderm our good doctor went away to
including ourselves, were provided with a doctor.
study his textbooks through most of the night.
Ours was New Brunswick-native, Surgeon LieutenIn the meantime, the captain’s day cabin was
ant Joseph Cyr, an "affable" man, "...always the life of
readied as for major surgery before an imminent
the party, [though he] neither drank alcohol nor
battle. The emergency operating table was prepared
smoked cigarettes."
not in any simple fashion, not at all. It was draped in
During the evening, our captain, known more
pristine white tablecloths and from one end to the
familiarly to the Canadian Squadron and to most of
other there was, in dramatic display of equipment in
the other UN naval forces in the Korean Theatre, as
varying sizes apparently adequate for the operating
Jungle Jim the Galloping Ghost of the Korean Coast,
needs from the leg of a horse to the eye of a mosquibegan to feel the onset of a serious toothache. As the
to. Surely, this hardware was more than sufficient to
hours went by and with the discomfort persisting
put our unsuspecting patient into a state of abject
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terror. To heighten the drama of the moment, the
doctor appeared fully capped and gowned, with
headgear on square like a Roundhead’s helmet. The
gown somewhat off size, reached nearly to the deck
but did not quire connect at the back so that the bows
took on a prominent position from the rear. With
arms upraised in a beckoning fashion and with his
face wreathed in a confident and gleeful smile he
invited the patient to sit in his most favourite chair.
By now the captain was feeling truly seedy to say the
very least and in a dejected
and resigned fashion, he
eased his big, sprawling
and most sensitive figure
into position for the doctor
to ‘do his worst’. Our
pseudo dentist, armed
with needles and pliers
went to his work with a
will.
From here on the
story tends to be anticlimactic, because not only
did the doctor do the job,
but what is more incredible he pulled the right
tooth. There it was, a heavy, strong, deeply imbedded and thoroughly infected back molar. In only a
very few hours, the swelling had recede There was
no further infection, our precious hard-earned leave
was intact and our doctor was a hero to everyone in
the ship.
Bill Boudreau who served onboard Cayuga at
the time remarked: ”We didn’t trust most Navy docs
– but we trusted him.” Lt Cyr’s onboard skills were
noteworthy but an incident involving his life-saving
intervention of three seriously wounded South
Korean soldiers shone the media spotlight in his
direction and tweaked the interest of a Mrs. Cyr, the
mother of the local physician Dr. Joseph Cyr of
Grand Falls, New Brunswick. It seems that Dr. Cyr’s
diploma disappeared after he befriended a young
American monk who went by the name of Brother
John. Mrs. Cyr’s intuition had everything to do with
a Captain’s eyes only signal from NSHQ (Canadian
Naval Service Headquarters) to Cayuga en-route
north to assist in the defence of Tae Wa-Do. “HAVE
REASON TO BELIEVE YOUR MEDICAL OFFICER IS IMPOSTOR. INVESTIGATE AND REPORT”, the ominous message read.

Our crew was shocked and wouldn't believe it was
true. This was the beginning of a very sad unmasking
for Lt Cyr. It is anyone’s guess as to what might
have happened if we had known then that our
Surgeon Lieutenant Joseph Cyr was not a genuine
doctor but Ferdinand Waldo Demara, made famous
by Hollywood in the movie ‘The Great Imposter”.
Born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, Demara had a lifelong propensity for Christianity. At 16 he ran away
from home to join an order of Cistercian monks in
Rhode Island. Later he
spent time in a Trappist
monastery in Kentucky,
then the Brothers of Christian Instruction in Maine. It
was in Maine that he
adopted the name "Brother
John".
A career change was
in order in March 1951
when Demara joined the
RCN. Commissioned as a
Surgeon-Lieutenant,
Demara was posted to
Stadacona and then to
HMCS Cayuga bound for
Korea. He had no medical qualifications or experience, apart from a stint in a sanatorium in Los
Angeles and his credentials were not validated at the
time of recruiting.
Edward C. Meyers in his book Thunder in the
Morning Calm describes the incident, aftermath and
official reaction. "The whole episode, Ottawa decided, was best forgotten as quickly as possible. On his
return to Canada, Demara was very quietly and
honourably released from the navy. He was driven to
the border and turned over to the United States
Immigration Office at Blaine, Washington. The
Americans had nothing against him in the way of
outstanding warrants so, after a few routine questions, they let him go on his way."
Demara assumed a multitude of other roles
and identities with great skill and aplomb after the
RCN but it seems that he always returned to his
religious roots. At the Cayuga Reunion in August
1979, the Reverend Ferdinand Waldo Demara,
Resident Chaplain to the Anaheim General Hospital
in California was a star attendee, greeted warmly by
Commodore Plomer and many of his former shipmates, me included.
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MEETING THE THREAT
SEPTEMBER 1939 – DECEMBER 1941
LCol ret’d Mike Black, Past Commanding Officer,
404 Squadron and LCol ret’d Bart Konings,
Past Commanding Officer, 407 Squadron

aircrew to man the anticipated output of military
aircraft. The organization, established and run by the
RCAF, was known as the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan (BCATP). There is little doubt that the
At the declaration of War by Canada on September
success of this aircrew training plan allowed the
10, 1939, the RCAF as well as the RCN and the
allies to win not only the Battle of the Atlantic but
Canadian Army initiated mobilizatrained sufficient aircrew to evention to their authorized war
tually achieve air superiority over
strength. At that time, the RCAF
the Axis forces. Winston Churchill
consisted of 4153 Officers and Men,
said that the “Aerodrome of Dewith 53 aircraft distributed among
mocracy”, was “one of the factors,
eight
permanent
squadrons.
and possibly the decisive factor of
Mobilization allowed the RCAF to
the war.”
almost double in size to 7259
Prior to the introduction of
personnel and the establishment of
the BCATP, the Royal Flying Corps,
another eleven squadrons. Howevpredecessor to the RAF, wanted to
er, all the squadrons were underestablish itself in Canada and train
manned and in some cases had no
aircrew for its own Air Force using
aircraft. In addition, most of the
its own standards as it had done
aircraft were either obsolete or only
during the First War. At that time,
suited for civilian work.
the Royal Flying Corps directed the
Until the attack by the Japaemployment of all graduates,
nese on the 7 December 1941, the
whether they be Canadian or
threat to North America by GermaBritish. The Canadian military had little say in either
ny was remote and thought to be confined to the
the type of training or the use of the graduates.
possibility of limited naval attacks on the maritime
While the agreement was signed on Decemtrade and coastal raids. Some anxiety existed that the
ber 17, 1939, it wasn’t until 1943 that both governfall of France in 1940 would lead to the defeat of
ments agreed on the Canadianization of RCAF forces
Great Britain and possibly the invasion of Newoverseas. In short, Canadian commanders would
foundland.
command Canadian Squadrons.
This scenario emphasized the significance of
The British Air Commonwealth Training Plan
two important strategic
was a phenomenal success.
aspects of the war. The
Within a year, 20,000 aircrew
survival of England dewere
trained
annually.
pended on her ability to
These trainees included
prevent an invasion through
pilots,
navigators,
air
the use of airpower, and
gunners and bomb aimers.
second that the seaborne
The Plan administered 107
logistic supply lines from
schools, with some estabNorth America to the
lished in every province, and
United Kingdom were vital
other training at 231 sites.
to ensure the required men
Training Command operatand materials were available
ed 11,000 aircraft and
to fight the war.
Aircraft maintenance crew in front of Avro Anson aircraft, employed 104,000 men and
Initially,
Canada’s
#5 Air Observer School, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
women. The unsung heroes
contribution to the air war
of the Second World War were undoubtedly the
was to fulfill the strategic requirement that Great
instructors of the RCAF who trained 200,000 aircrew
Britain and the RCAF received a steady supply of
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in five years.
As the inscription on the BCATP
memorial gates at the Air Force Base at Trenton,
Ontario suggests …”Their shoulders held the sky
suspended/ They stood, and earth’s foundations stay”
The training of aircrew cannot be told without mentioning the Harvard, AKA the Yellow Peril,
used to train pilots, and the Anson aircraft used for
navigator and wireless training. Both aircraft were
used extensively throughout the war and even well
after the end of the war. (Both writers trained on
them).

Harvard in the snow.

COURTESY OF THE SHEARWATER AVIATION MUSEUM

With the number of men entering)the military, it
soon became evident that women would be required
to help in this prodigious training production. Many
were employed in administrative capacity but none
in uniform instructed aircrew. At that time RCAF
regulations prevented women from front-line duty
and forbade them to instruct aircrew
Margaret
Littlewood
circumvented regulations by
working for a civilian firm,
contracted by the RCAF to
train aircrew. Ms. Littlewood
as a civilian, did indeed instruct aircrew in the operation
of the Link Trainer, an earlier
type of aircraft simulator to
teach pilots to rely on their
instruments. It is interesting to
note that her company was
owned by a famous Canadian Bush Pilot, Wop May.
With the demand for men to join the RCAF,
many occupations formerly undertaken by men
became vacant. Unable to participate in front-line
operations, a number of women joined the Canadian
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. In February, 1942,
they were renamed, Royal Canadian Air Force,
(Women’s Division).

While the output of graduates was better than
anticipated, morale problems developed along the
way. Aircrew graduates, of course, wanted to be sent
to where the action was in the war in Europe.
However, instructors were required to maintain and
increase the output of trainees. This resulted in
morale problems in the instructional staff who were
forced to train new recruits month after month.
This type of attitude even appeared in Eastern
Command where the newly graduated pilots resented the fact that they were not a part of the “real war”
and spent many hours scanning the empty ocean
with obsolete aircraft fitted with negligible detection
devices and weapons of dubious effectiveness. No
doubt naval personnel had similar problems when
standing as observers in the bow of a frigate scanning
the horizon for surfaced submarines. Like their
comrades in the air, visual sightings were the most
likely way to spot enemy U-boats as no significant
advances in detection technology had been made
available to them during this period. The best in
technology went to Allied military forces outside
North America.
With the majority of the Canadian war effort
going toward the BCATP to supply aircrew overseas
and by Canadian industry to supply the needed
aircraft, the implementation of the RCAF component
of the Home War Establishment (HWE) suffered.
Besides being hampered by fiscal constraints, the
RCAF at home had a difficult task to even meet a
reduced aircraft complement for the defence of
Canada from its prewar estimates. The highest
priority was allocated to the BCATP and overseas
requirements for aircraft and aircrew.
Securing the supply lines is the story of the
Battle of the Atlantic. It included the operations by
the Squadrons in Eastern Air Command (EAC) as
well as six RCAF Squadrons that were attached to
RAF Coastal Command. When the first Halifax to

Supermarine Stranraer at Alliford Bay, BC, 1941.
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA–PA136890

Britain (HX) Convoy put to sea, the pattern for the
RCAF support was established, namely clearing the
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harbour approaches, providing air escort to the
convoys, and flying Anti-submarine patrols. The
distance of this support was limited to aircraft
operational range which, for the Supermarine Stranraer, was only 250 miles.
In late 1939 number 10 Squadron, based in
Dartmouth, was provided with Douglas Digby
aircraft which had an operational range of about 400
miles. These aircraft provided EAC with a platform
that had a capability to deliver bombs or depth
charges on submarines but little else.
It wasn’t until mid to late 1941 that German
submarines, operating to the East of Newfoundland
would be within the air cover of two operational
Long Range Bomber Reconnaissance/Patrol Squadrons of EAC.

but remained just outside of the air cover range of
the Digby Aircraft of Number 10 Squadron. In
February 1941 the German the German battlecruisers
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau were conducting convoy
attacks of the East Coast of Newfoundland and were
within the range of the #10 Squadron Digby aircraft
who, at the time, were conducting a search for the
Hudson carrying Sir Frederick Banting. By the time

Gneisenau’s Main Battery

RCAF Douglas Digby
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA PHOTO, MIKAN NO. 431507, RONNY JACQUES

While there was some recognition, during
1940, of the requirement for Very Long Range
Aircraft and additional squadrons that would be
capable of providing an acceptable level of convoy
escort within the Canadian area of responsibility,
none were forthcoming until much later in the war.
Meanwhile, aircrews had to fly and conduct day time
visual anti-submarine warfare and convoy escort
operations in some of the most severe weather and
sea conditions that the North Atlantic could offer. It
was not surprising that the RCN escorts complained
about a lack of aircraft cover. Fortunately no submarines operated in the Western Atlantic waters till
May of 1941.
In late 1940 the German pocket battleship
Admiral Sheer engaged convoy HX 84 in mid ocean

that #10 Squadron could react, the ships had moved
out of range. The ships returned to within 350 miles
southeast of St. John’s, inflicting heavy damage on
two convoys, but the two airborne Digby aircraft
within that area failed to make contact. The Sharnhorst and Gneisenau departed the area unscathed.
In March of 1941 EAC was advised by the
Admiralty that German U-Boats could be operating
in the Western Atlantic. The successes of RAF
Coastal Command patrols in the Eastern Atlantic in
suppressing German submarine operations had
resulted in Germany moving U-Boat activity further
West outside of the range of Coastal Command
Aircraft.
When the U-Boats came in May of 1941, the
EAC had six active squadrons with a total of 29
aircraft. Seven were long range Digbys with the rest
consisting of Hudsons, Deltas and Stranrears which
had limited capabilities and operational range. The
Catalina and Canso aircraft would not arrive until
June and July of 1941.
The first significant U-Boat excursion southeast of Newfoundland that could be reached by the
EAC Squadrons in Newfoundland occurred in May
of 1941. This operation, 680 nm east of Newfoundland, was at the extreme range of the # 10 Squadron
Digbys, which had deployed to Gander, but resulted
in no engagements. At the same time U-Boat 111
conducted a reconnaissance patrol to obtain intelligence on the convoy routes in the Canadian coastal
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waters. Its track took it along the East Coast of
Newfoundland to the top of the Straight of Bell Isle
and provided the U-Boat Command with the hard

Harold Beament, “St. Lawrence Convoy”
CWM 19710261-1049

intelligence of convoy movement. The U-Boats
withdrew from their May engagement in June of
1941.
The second operation occurred in late October
and early November of 1941 to the East of Newfoundland. This excursion was extensive and result-

ed in attacks by 18 U-Boats on Convoys ON -26 and
SC – 52. The operation was well within the range of
Gander based EAC aircraft consisting of Digbys and
Catalinas. The first sighting and attack by an EAC
Squadron aircraft was on U-boat 208 during this
engagement, however, it was unsuccessful.
Facing aircraft serviceability issues, with insufficient air and ground crew and having to contend
with severe winter weather conditions, it was fortunate that every Atlantic Operational U-Boat was
recalled in November 1941 for redeployment to the
Mediterranean in response to the British Offence in
North Africa.
It wasn’t until early 1942 after the United
States entered the war on the 7th of December 1941
that the U-Boats returned in force to the Western
Atlantic and the Eastern Sea Board for what the
German U- Boat Command would call their “Second
Happy Time”. It would also be the time that those
Canadians who lived along the St Lawrence and the
Atlantic Coast would observe the destruction caused
by the U-Boats first hand.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Vice-Admiral (Ret'd) Larry Murray, CMM, CD was invested in the
Order of Canada 13 December 2013. Assuming command of HMCS
Iroquois in the mid-1980s and rising to command of the Navy as
Maritime Commander in 1993; VAdm Murray went on to become
Vice-Chief of Defence Staff in 1995 and also Acting-CDS in 1996/97.
After retiring from the Canadian Forces, he was appointed as
Associate Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Oceans in 1997 and then
Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs. He subsequently was the
Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Oceans from 2003 until 2007 when
he retired from the Public service. He has made significant
contributions of his time and abilities as Colonel-Commandant of
the Chaplain Branch, President of the Nova Scotia Branch of the
Navy League of Canada, and Grand-President of the Royal
Vice-Admiral (ret’d) Larry Murray and his
wife Claudia Buckley at the Birchall award
Canadian Legion to name only a few activities.
ceremony at CFB Halifax.
In 2012, VAdm Murray was the recipient of the Birchall
Photo: MCpl Leona Chaisso, Formation Imagery, CFB Halifax
.
Leadership Award presented annually by the Royal Military
Colleges Club of Canada. In 1942, RCAF Squadron Leader Leonard Birchall discovered a Japanese fleet poised
to attack Ceylon. His signal to the authorities saved Ceylon but he and his crew were shot down and captured.
His warning earned him the title Savior of Ceylon, but it was his demonstration of responsibility, integrity and
courage as a Japanese prisoner of war that has made him a symbol of leadership in Canada.
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TRUSTEE NEWS
On Tuesday October 22, 2013, the
Grey & Simcoe Foresters Infantry
Regiment hosted Her Royal
Highness Princess Anne, their
Colonel in Chief at the Regimental
Head Quarters at the Barrie
Armoury.
CNMT National Councilor
Dave Aspden and his partner Lorna had the pleasure
of meeting the Princess in Dave’s capacity of Honourary Member of the Honourable Guard of the Grey &
Simcoe Foresters.
Photo - DND Imagery Section CFB Borden
We are always happy to see Trustee and strong supporter from afar, Patricia Howell from Portsmouth,
England. Patricia makes
an annual visit to Nova
Scotia to visit family and
friends and keeps in
touch throughout the
year. Pat, a Ganges Girl is
pictured
with
Peter
Garnham, also a Ganges alumni in HMCS Sackville’s
mess.

Several of our World War II and Korean War veterans
were on hand at a special ceremony at Camp Hill
Hospital to receive a Royal Canadian Navy watch in
recognition of their wartime service. Similar presentation ceremonies are taking place at the five veterans’
hospitals across the country. Fifteen members of the
CNMT in addition to 40 Camp Hill residents participated in the ceremony. Trustees present included
Murray Knowles, Ted Smith, Kevin Power, Vince
MacDonnell, Guy Ouellette, James Bond, Sidney
Gould, Charlie Dunbar, George McLeod, Leo McTaggart, Dennis May, Graham McBride, Ken Isles, Rowland C. Marshall and VAdm Harry Porter.
Pictured are Sidney Gould, Royal Navy and Royal Canadian Navy, WWII and Guy Ouellet, RCN, Korean War.
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GANGES BOY

Peter Garnham, RN – Dartmouth, NS

boys who had gone through the daily Ganges grind and
who couldn’t have cared less how Nelson had placed his
ships at the Battle of Copenhagen.
On Sundays we would go to divisions on the
parade: We would be bawled at as usual: "Pack up the
skylarkin ' and stand still!". Oh, how quickly we learned to
put our own words to nearly all the
hymns on the cards.
Come to Divisions
put on your Sunday best.
Stand to attention,
throw out your bloomin' chest.
Onward Christian sailors,
scrub and wash your clothes, Where the
water's coming from,
God Almighty knows.

At the not so tender age of fifteen and a bit, torn from the
bosom of the family late in 1938, I shuffled through the
imposing gates of the Royal Navy’s training facility, HMS
Ganges located at Shotley, near Ipswich in Suffolk, England.
During WWII over 60,000 ratings
passed through those same gates and
directly into battle.
After being stripped naked and
subjected to several non-poetic
indignities, I was considered a fair
enough specimen to be inducted to the
noble ranks of Boy 2nd class, to be put
through the hoops on the forthcoming
nine months of metamorphosis, with
pay the princely sum of one shilling a
In the fall of 1939 after we had
week.
been
promised
"Peace in our time" and
It all began with a visit to the
WWII had begun, yet another batch of
demon barber, who could whip the
competent and capable youngsters were
treasured locks off a hundred heads
dispatched to one of the three Port
before standeasy. Heaven help any
Divisions: Guz, Pompey, or Chats, to be
poor sprog who had the misfortune to
redistributed around the Fleets.
face the flying clippers after tot time.
Boy 2nd class Peter Garnham (L) and a
Capable? Yes, a Ganges boy could be
We were grouped into classes,
fellow rating enjoying a break from
placed in any capital ship, cruiser or
training.
shouted at, marched and doubled
destroyer and immediately after
hither, thither and yon, instructed in the navy's strict
completing
his
joining
routine could be turned-to and
version of hygiene, how to sew kit, how to do dhobying.
perform
many
of
the
myriad
tasks given him.
We were taught other mysterious seamanlike skills: tying
The expected draft to a ship was not long in
strange knots, heaving a 14-pound lead, grafting hammock
coming.
“All you lot with K37 on your draft chits git fell in
clews and lashings; how to blow a bosun's pipe, and all the
over there". None of us knew about or cared about the
calls in Volume One of the Seamanship Manual.
debate that was raging in the House of Commons at the
I can testify, there is nothing more bracing or
time concerning boy seamen being sent to sea in time of
invigorating on a winter's morn at daybreak than
war; we were off to sea!! Soon enough I was heading out,
scrambling over the Ganges mast clad in gym shorts and
for the first time. K37 was HMS Kelvin F37, a K-class
jersey. And what could bring a rosier glow to a young
destroyer, Royal Navy, and for the next four years she was
boy’s cheeks than hauling his little heart out on the inboard
to be my home.
end of 16 feet of ash, as he and eleven of his ‘mates tried to
propel a 32-foot cutter against wind and tide? But after a
couple of months or so we were steadily becoming quite
proficient. We would skip over the mast in under two
minutes, tie all the crazy knots, and really make a cutter
move at a tidy clip.
Schooling was usually fitted in during the dog watches,
where we were taught the rudiments of navigation, higher
math and naval history. The school masters were Met
officers as well and they were excellent instructors for those
who have the patience to teach naval history to a class of
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guiding. Different sorts of people do enjoy different
sorts of tours. For instance, school groups enjoy
Emma “Tug” Wilson
hearing about what it was like to live on a corvette,
Looming grandly above
climbing in the hammock, and pretending to steer
the jetty at high tide, or
the ship in the wheelhouse. To younger visitors,
resting humbly at low
Sackville looks like one big playground – an ironic
water, HMCS Sackville’s
perspective given its historical role.
presence on the Halifax
Older folks often have a stronger connection
waterfront draws many
to
the
war
and enjoy telling me stories about the role
curious
visitors.
This
of corvettes during WWII. Once a woman exclaimed,
summer, I had the privi“I grew up in Bedford and I remember seeing the
lege of being part of the
convoys getting ready to leave!”
team offering tours to
A WWII veteran who identified himself as,
those stepping aboard
“Fred from HMCS Fredericton,” gave me a first-hand
from Sackville’s gangway.
account of the difficulties many Stokers faced at the
A
“stubbleend of a journey across the Atlantic, saying, “once I
jumper” from Regina,
got to ‘Derry none of the girls would dance with me
Saskatchewan, with no
because my hands were always so black!”
navy connection whatsoEmma at the helm
Despite Fred’s light-hearted interpretation of life
ever, I may have seemed
during the war, many of the stories about Sackville
out of place aboard Sackville. So what was I doing
and her sister corvettes continue to leave me in awe.
there? World War II history has always fascinated
In my own generation’s time of peace and prosperity,
me, and the opportunity to work aboard a Corvette
it is really something to be surrounded by the history
from this time in history was one I couldn’t miss out
of a time of terror and scarcity
on! I suppose I could also be
– and to fathom the mentality
characterized as a “curious
of those who served.
visitor” – drawn not by a perHalifax and her sursonal connection but by fascinarounding
area is saturated in
tion.
this caliber of history – every
I recently completed my
building, ship, and artifact has
undergraduate
degree
in
a story to tell. And certainly if
Guelph, Ontario, and was
that fails there will be an old
initially planning on flying to
sea farer about who can fill you
Halifax for my MA in the fall.
in – and of course, as several
I came mid-summer, two
Trustees told me, “95% is a lie,
months earlier than I had
3% an exaggeration, and the
previously planned, to do a bit
rest may be true.”
more traveling…back in time 72
Regardless of exaggerayears! To a time when warships
tions, HMCS Sackville’s stories
were so small and unstable than
have been largely established
many regular RCN sailors
by the work of many incredibly
would not set foot aboard them,
Among the many visitors this past summer were
devoted Trustees and volunand in the face of miserable
Yao Ya Oxu and family from China
teers. I am fortunate to have
conditions
and
inadequate
been able to work with such a knowledgeable ship’s
resources it was the character of those aboard that
company and also very thankful to have been able to
contributed to the Allied victory in WWII.
contribute to telling HMCS Sackville’s story.
Having immersed myself in Sackville’s
history, I soon set to work honing the art of tour

A SUMMER ONBOARD HMCS SACKVILLE

Friends of HAIDA, 658 Catharine St. N., Hamilton, ON, L8L 4V7 assists Parks Canada in the preservation and
maintenance of HAIDA as a historic ship, naval memorial and National Historic site. For further information visit:
www.hmcshaida.ca
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CANADIAN NAVAL MEMORIAL TRUST/OLAND ESSAY COMPETITION
For the past nine years, the Canadian Naval Review has held an Essay
Competition, with the best of the essays being awarded prizes and being
published in the Review. With the passing of Commodore Bruce Oland (a
great supporter of all things to do with the RCN), the Trust has decided to
sponsor first prize in this important competition. Essays submitted to the
contest should relate to the following topics:

Governor General Michaelle Jean
investing Bruce Oland into the
Order of Canada at Rideau Hall in
Ottawa, 6 October 2006.

• Canadian maritime security;
• Canadian naval policy;
• Canadian naval issues;
• Canadian naval operations;
• History/historical operations of the Canadian Navy;
• Global maritime issues (such as piracy, smuggling, fishing, environment);
• Canadian oceans policy and issues;

• Arctic maritime issues;
• Maritime transport and shipping.
If you have any questions about a particular topic, contact www.naval.review@dal.ca
Contest Guidelines and Judging
• Submissions must be received at www.naval.review@dal.ca by 23 June 2014 and are not to exceed
3,000 words. Longer submissions will be penalized in the adjudication process.
• Submissions cannot have been published elsewhere.
• All submissions must be in electronic format and any accompanying photographs, images, or other
graphics and tables must also be included as a separate file.
The essays will be assessed by a panel of judges on the basis of a number of criteria including readability, breadth, importance, accessibility and relevance. The decision of the judges is final. All authors will
be notified of the judges’ decision within two months of the submission deadline.

BOOK CLUB
White Ensign Flying tells the story of HMCS Trentonian, a Canadian corvette
that fought U-boats in the Second World War. Trentonian escorted convoys on
the North Atlantic and through the deadly waters near England and France.
The ship was attacked by the Americans in a friendly-fire incident during
Operation Neptune and later earned the dubious distinction of being the last
corvette sunk by the enemy.
Roger Litwiller has interviewed many of the men who served in Trentonian and collected their stories. Their unique personal perspectives are
combined with the official record of the ship, giving an intimate insight into the
life of a sailor — from the tedium of daily life in a ship at sea to the terror of
fighting for your life in a sinking ship. Over one hundred photos from the
private collections of the crew and military archives bring the story of Trentonian to life, illustrating this testament to the ship and the men who served in it.
Roger Litwiller is also the author of Warships of the Bay of Quinte. His interest in Canada’s navy began as a sea cadet in his hometown of Kitchener,
Ontario. Later he became an officer in the Canadian Armed Forces Reserve and the Navy League of Canada.
He lives near Trenton, Ontario.
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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC PLACE FUNDRAISING WORKING GROUP UPDATE by Cal Mofford
The Fundraising Working Group has started to put together the strategy to help us realize the ambition of The
Battle of the Atlantic Place. The Trust has engaged RBR Development Associates to help. RBR is a firm that
specializes in providing fundraising counsel. They have been in business for 25 years. Their preliminary
strategy calls for us to look at the challenge as having three pillars: Government(s), Champions, and Philanthropy. The aim at this point in time is to identify individuals within these pillars who are: connectors, influencers and deciders and to reach out to them to explain what the Battle of the Atlantic Place Project is all about.
The Project is very ambitious and we will need your help for us to succeed. More information will be forthcoming as we flesh out the strategy.

WELCOME ABOARD
LIFE MEMBERS
John Prosser
Bert Ritcey
Jennifer Campbell
Wade Rogers
David Harrison

Alex McMillin
June Wilton
Jack Smith
Bruce McKean
Peter Holmes

Kenneth Smith
Stu Greenslade
Truman Laydon
Ted Davie
Robert Power

Dave Renshaw
Alyssa Sampson
Natasha Sampson
Murray Creed
Craig Bradley
Charles Fowler
Michael Bloom

Scott Westlake
John Pickford
Heather Armstrong
Dan Hannah
Steven Kempton
Lorna Flemming
Perry Trimper

ANNUAL
Kenneth Harvie
Karen Fowler
Gary Wood
Shawn Coates
Bradley Brown
Kenneth Tam
Frances Gregor

CALL TO ACTION !
MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 2014
Pat Charlton

The Canadian Naval Memorial
Trust will launch a major membership drive commencing in March
2014. The campaign will promote
four membership categories starting
with Friend of Sackville (Bronze
Level) Annual Donation $25 to $49,
with the next tier being Member of
the Ship's Company (Silver Level) Annual Donation
$50 to $74, followed by Trustee (Gold Level) Annual
Donation $75 or more, and finally Life Trustee
(Platinum Level) One Time Donation $1000 or more.
Each category will have specific benefits associated
with it, the higher the supporter level, the greater the
benefit. More information on the categories will be
published on the CNMT website and through Action
Stations. Any contribution to the CNMT, whether
large or small, will assist in the preservation and
operation of HMCS Sackville, her artifacts, her history

and what she represents as an important icon in
Canada's Naval history. Donors are part of a unique
group supporting “Canada's Corvette”, the very last
of a historic breed. An enhanced membership base is
particularly important given that the next phase of
the Battle of the Atlantic Place Project is about to
commence.
Please note that there will be no change to the
other existing donation categories which include the
CNMT Preservation Fund, the CNMT Operating
Fund, the CNMT Endowment Fund, and “In Memoriam” donations.
To all who support the CNMT: Now, more
than ever, your support is needed for the long term
upkeep and operation of the ship. Please pass the
word around and be an ambassador for HMCS
Sackville and the Trust! Current members are encouraged to renew your memberships on the anniversary
month of your initial joining.
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HISTORIC NAVAL SHIPS ASSOCIATION NEWS
HMS CAROLINE TO REMAIN IN BELFAST
Pat Jessup

For the past year the fate of the last surviving ship of
the Battle of Jutland in 1916, the light cruiser HMS
Caroline, was in jeopardy following an announcement
from the National Museum of the Royal Navy.

Belfast until decommissioned in 2011, making it the
longest ship in commission in the British Navy after
HMS Victory.
At the time of her paying off in 2011, HMS
Caroline was taken over by the Portsmouth-based
National Museum of the RN. Professor Dominic
Tweddle, Museum Director argues that "HMS
Caroline is the equal of one of our great cathedrals”
and added that "saving historic ships is never easy,
and raising money in the current economic conditions is doubly difficult. But to fail in this endeavor
cannot be contemplated.” In many respects Caroline’s
caretakers are facing the same challenges as the
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust in the long-term
preservation of our own ship, HMCS Sackville which
will be resolved with the fruition of Battle of the
Atlantic Place.

HMS Caroline alongside the Alexandra Dock in Belfast.

Simply put, Caroline as with many historical ships,
had become too high maintenance for local resources
in Belfast. Plans were in the works to move the ship
from the Alexandra Dock in Belfast where she had
been since 1923 to Portsmouth to join other historical
vessels in the Royal Naval Dockyard or be broken
up. A very public hue and cry by city officials and
historians went global through the social media
community and gave the decision makers cause for a
second look at Caroline’s residency on the Belfast
waterfront.
Built in the Cammell Lairds yard in 1914 in
Birkenhead, HMS Caroline, one of the fastest ships of
her type at the time, put her in very good stead at
Jutland. With a maximum speed of close to 30 knots
she enabled the Royal Navy (RN) to respond to the
increasing threat of long-range torpedo attack on
battleships, locating the enemy fleet ahead of the
Battle of Jutland and then rapidly carrying news back
to the British battleships. When the war ended
Caroline became a static training ship for the RN in
Belfast.
During World War II, she was back in
action, acting as a key base for operations to protect
the North Atlantic convoys from U-boat attacks. In
1945, she returned to her role as a static drill ship in

1916 Illustrated London News depiction showing the British Grand
Fleet (in the foreground) and its first sight of the German High Seas
Fleet during the Battle of Jutland. Three British battle-cruisers,
accompanied by destroyers, advance toward the German battle
formation in the first stage of the battle. As the battle unfolded, misty
weather and calm seas made the German ships difficult to pin down in
an era before the existence of radar.

In May 2013, the Heritage Lottery Fund gave
an initial nod to a $21,000,000 million funding
application to finance Caroline’s restoration - the
largest ever commitment made by the HLF in Northern Ireland. Followed by an additional $1,500,000 if
restoration is completed as planned.
Captain John Rees, chief of staff at the National Museum of the Royal Navy said the significance of HMS Caroline cannot be overstated. "She is a
one of a kind, an iconic ship," he said.
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THE MAILBAG

Crewing HMCS St. Croix’s Port gun, March 1941. PHOTO: LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA—PA105295

Ahoy Friends & Old Salts,
On Remembrance Day in Selkirk on the cold Manitoba prairie, as in nearly all Canadian communities, people pause to remember their family members and friends who served during wartime
especially those whose lives were lost in battle. For me I recall 19 year old Ordinary Seaman Gordon Berrisford
who was lost when HMCS St Croix was sunk by U-305 in the North Atlantic 600 miles east of Newfoundland
on the night of 20 September 1943. There were 81 St. Croix survivors picked up by HMS Itchen; however, all
but one were lost when Itchen was sunk the next day. The sole survivor of St. Croix's crew was AB William
Fisher. There was one survivor from Itchen's crew. U-305 was itself sunk in action less than four month after
the St. Croix sinking - on 17 January 1944. There were no survivors. U-305's skipper was just 27 years old.
David Bercuson and Holger Herwig's book Deadly Seas gives a detailed account of the 'duel' between
St. Croix and U-305. The authors also describe how Donitz deployed and re-deployed the U-boats to intercept
convoys, the successes and failures of new weapons and tactics, etc.
Gordon was the son of William and Gladys (nee Shead) Berrisford. William was Mayor of Selkirk at the
time his son was lost at sea. Gordon was my dad's cousin. Remember them.
Bill Shead
I, too, have a tale about the St Croix …..Young 18-year-old Harold Vansickle kept his horse
“Jughead” in our barn. Really friendly and outgoing, Harold was kind of a hero of mine when I
was a kid hanging around the big guys. Anyway, the last stop he made on returning from his
leave home was to our place to say good-bye to his much loved horse. And, of course, he never
came back. I can’t help but think that 18-year-old Harold and young 19-year-old Gordon may, no must have
been, buddies.
Doug Hinchliffe - HMCS Buckingham
A PLACE OF HONOUR
Harold Allan Vansickle was born in Swan River, Manitoba on November 1, 1924, only son of Alex and Agnes
Vansickle. He had sisters Vida, Phyllis, Mildred and Mary. Harold joined the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer
Reserve during the war and served onboard HMCS St Croix. When St. Croix was torpedoed and sunk by U305 five officers and 76 men, including Harold, were rescued by HMS Itchen. Harold did not survive the loss
of the Itchen two days later. Harold died on September 20, 1943 at the age of 18. He is commemorated at the
Halifax Memorial and Vansickle Island (64 F/9) in Jordan Lake was named after Ordinary Seaman Harold
Vansickle in 1994.
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THE LAST WORD
Community Relations
Friday, 14 March

St. Patrick’s lunch with all the Irish trimmings
courtesy of Trustees Peter Mielzynski (PMA) and
Jack Kelly
Tuesday, 29 April
Battle of the Atlantic Concert –
Spatz Theatre, Citadel High School
Thursday, 1 May
Battle of the Atlantic Annual Mess Dinner –
Wardroom, CFB Halifax
Friday, 2 May
Annual Battle of the Atlantic Pancake Breakfast –
(tbc)
Dockyard Fleet Galley
Friday, 2 May
Battle of the Atlantic Annual Dinner onboard
Saturday, 3 May
Merchant Navy Ceremony
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic
Sunday, 4 May
At-sea Battle of the Atlantic Ceremony and
committal service off the Sailors’ Monument
Sunday, 4 May
Ceremony ashore at the Commonwealth Cenotaph (Sailors’ Monument) in Point Pleasant Park
Thursday, 22 May
Lunch and Learn
Halifax Club, Halifax
Wednesday, 18 June HMCS Sackville shifts to her summer berth at the
(tbc)
Maritime Museum wharf
Friday, 4 July
Annual General Meeting
Wardroom, CFB Halifax
Last February’s call for wartime stories and photographs connected two
wartime Sackville crewmembers, Pat Martin in Vancouver and Peter Cox in
Victoria. Coincidentally Pat and Peter made contact on the same day and
were not aware that they were living so close to each other. Pat recently
forwarded a collection of annotated and digitized images that we will be
using in future issues and onboard. We are always open to receiving
wartime images and appreciate Pat’s contribution to our collection.
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Asdic operators SLt Cosburn (L) and Lt Beck. Ron
Cosburn served in HMC Ships Sackville and
Kamsack during the war
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