
  

Since 2003, an ever-decreasing number of merchant mariner veterans have gathered at Sackville 

Landing on the Halifax waterfront for the annual Merchant Navy Veterans Day memorial 

service.  

Each year, retired captain Earl Wagner has wondered when the last service would be held. That 

time has come, he said Monday, with resignation. The last formal service is Sept. 3 at 11 a.m.  

Membership in the local branch of the Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans Association has 

dropped to 12, with an average age of 91. That makes it harder for people to get out and 

represent themselves and their fellow mariners, said Wagner.  

The 90-year-old has been involved with the service since 2003, when the federal government 

designated every Sept. 3 as Merchant Navy Veterans Day to recognize those who worked to get 

supplies to Europe during the Second World War.  

“I always felt over the years that one of these days we’d end it all," the Halifax senior said. “It’s 

come to the point where we’re down to a minimal group."  

The national association will probably also vote to dissolve at its annual general meeting in 

Ottawa the week of the service,  

Retired captain Earl Wagner says the time has come for the last Merchant Navy Veterans Day 

memorial service, to be held Sept. 3. Wagner, 90, says membership at the local branch has 

dropped to 12, with an average age of 91.  

Wagner said. “We have no one to carry on.” He said the current Canadian merchant navy fleet is 

small, and the horrors experienced by the merchant navy during the Second World War don’t 

mean anything to most current sailors because they’ve never had to worry about dealing with U-

boats and bombers.  

“They don’t have the interest,” Wagner said. “They don’t have the camaraderie. The thing that 

brought us all together was to fight Hitler.”  

There are only about 300 members of the national association, and probably only 40 go to the 

annual meeting. The number of merchant navy veterans is around 1,000, he said.  

But Wagner said the attendance at the s ervice by the public has always been welcome. About 

150 people attended the service two years ago.  

He said he’s sad that the time has come to end the memorial service. “Oh, yes, for sure. You’re 

giving it up. We’ve put a lot into this.” 
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