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FROM THE CHAIR - CANADIAN NAVAL MEMORIAL TRUST
Commodore ret’d Bruce Belliveau
Since our last issue business has continued with Sackville
happily moored at its summer berth in downtown Halifax.
The Annual General Meeting took place 4 Jul 2014 in the
Wardroom at CFB Halifax. Key to this meeting was the
annual election of Directors and the new slate includes two
new members of the Board, Capt(N) ret'd John Pickford
and Capt (N) ret’d Bernard (Bernie) Derible. Welcome to
you both and we look forward to you bringing your
individual talents and skills to the team. On completion of
the AGM, an extraordinary meeting of the Board was called
in order to confirm myself as Chair, Bryan Elson as Vice
Chair, Bill Gard as Secretary and Bryn Weadon as Treasuser.
Thanks to all who have continued to take on these important
roles.
On a more sombre note, the Trust has lost some
longstanding Trustees over the past few Months. In the last
issue I reported on Andy McMillin and Ted Smith but we
have also lost Murray Knowles, our last surviving corvette
Commanding Officer, Bill Murray, Sackville’s wartime 1st
Lieutenant and most recently, Charlie Dunbar who served
aboard HMC Ships Chicoutimi and Stone Town. To add,
VAdm Ralph Hennessy passed in June. The Trust provided
support to Diane and the Hennessy family through Pat Jessup
and as I was in Ottawa on business at the time was able to
represent the Trust at the Admirals celebration of life at
Beechwood National Cemetery. The celebration of life
provided an excellent tribute to the Admiral in an outstanding
setting. Having experienced the ceremony and spoken with
Diane, I came away with a renewed sense of purpose and
enthusiasm for what the Trust means to many. I am sure the
Admiral will be watching us closely as we move forward
with the Battle of the Atlantic Place project.

We had the fortunate opportunity to host the leader
of the Loyal Opposition, The Honourable Thomas Mulcair
on board for a tour, brief on BOAP and stand up lunch where
he spoke with many Trustees. He was joined by local MP's
Megan Leslie and Robert Chisholm.
Having been down to the ship several times already
the summer, I have been most impressed with our volunteer
Trustee tour guides and the enthusiasm they demonstrate to
our visitors in "telling the story". We have a compelling
story to tell, but we must tell in every corner of Canada. I
have recently been asked by a Trustee on the west coast,
"what can I do?". The answer is simple, get out and tell the
story. As a Trust we must develop and support our campaign
not just for BOAP but for the preservation of Sackville. Our
story of where we came from, to where we are today, to
where we hope to go in the future is an incredible story of a
journey which must be told across the country. Chapters
are being developed in many areas already, others need to
be fleshed out but we all have a part to play in making the
Canadian Naval Memorial and the Battle of the Atlantic
Place truly national icons. If you would like to help form a
Chapter in your region please let Cal Mofford know through
the Battle of the Atlantic Place Office (email is
office@battleoftheatlanticplace.ca). The current mission for
Chapters is to help identify key influencers (of government
and philanthropists) and potential benefactors and
philanthropists). They may also be called upon to contact
local members of parliament to indicate their support for
the project and why it should be important to all Canadians.
This is everyone's chance to get out to local service groups,
cadet corps etc to continue to, "tell the story". The Trust
needs you to pitch in.

Photo: RAdm John Newton
On 3 September hundreds gathered in the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Halifax to honour our Merchant Navy veterans. During the
war it is estimated that more than 1,600 Canadian and Newfoundland men and women lost their lives due to enemy action of the approximately 12,000 who served in the Merchant Navy. The importance of their contribution was recognized by Rear Admiral Leonard Murray,
Commander-in-Chief North-West Atlantic, who stated "The Battle of the Atlantic was not won by any navy or air force, it was won by the
courage, fortitude and determination of the British and Allied merchant navy." Pictured in front of HMCS Sackville is the Yarmouth
Memorial Club a group of dedicated middle and high school students renowned for their respect of country, veterans and seniors.

THE CAPTAIN’S CABIN
Lieutenant Commander ret’d Jim Reddy
In mid-June we shifted to our summer berth at the Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic. There, we do what is important,
and that is to show Canadians every day on the Halifax
waterfront the rough conditions in which our young sailors
served in the Battle of the Atlantic seventy years ago.
It comes back to us in spades. Typically, children and
grandchildren come on board, and as our survey showed
this summer, predominately from Ontario, searching out
what their fathers and grandfathers did at sea and were unable
to completely tell. Their notes are in our visitor log. Overall,
visitor numbers are up this year which seems to reflect
increased activity on the Halifax waterfront this summer.

At the same time there are still corvette veterans who
visit. These sailors are in their 90's and we go out of way to
give them special recognition. Within the same week in July
we had two prominent Battle of the Alantic veterans visit.
Walter Avery from Grand Manan in New Brunswick who
served in the Flower Class Corvette Mayflower was making
a long overdue pilgrimage to Halifax - the first since the
war - and came especially to see HMCS Sackville. Trustee
John Hare from Ontario was in Chebogue when she was
torpedoed and was lucky enough to make it into a life boat
without getting wet. His life preserver is on display in an
After Mess exhibit on survival and is now augmented with
his whistle and light which he brought to us this trip. He

92 yr old Walter Avery frrom Grand Manan, NB checks out
our depth charges having launched a few himself from HMCS
Mayflower (K191).
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came to visit with his family and spent some time at his
wartime post in the Asdic Hut. John’s visit to the east coast
is featured later on in this issue while Walter is pictured
below.
Donations to our mess are always welcome and we
were most pleased to have past Commanding Officer of
HMCS Sackville Sherry Richardson (below) present the ship
with a Nickel Corvette - made by the workers of HMC
Dockyard Underwater Repair Shop, circa 1940. The plaque
reads: “To HMCS Sackville, the last survivor, in honour of
those who fought on our Canadian corvettes and the
dockyard workers who helped keep them afloat and in
special memory of my father Elmore G. Weagle,
“Shipwright” foreman of the HMCS underwater repair ship
throughout World War II. LCol (ret’d) William A. Weagle
VIIICH (PL) 1957-1963.”

Back to today, we continue to be supported by the
Navy. Our gangway security and shipboard maintenance
team has been provided by the Canadian Forces Naval
Engineering School, HMCS Iroquois and HMCS St. John's.
Of special note a talented sailor awaiting trade remuster,
Able Seaman Tom Stephens, has been progressing the
refreshment of the bridge area that has not seen much activity
since the original restoration of the mid 80's. The renewed
bridge should be a showpiece.
On the dollars and cents front, Fleet Maintenance
Facility Cape Scott (the "Dockyard") presented us with
almost $700 dollars arising from their fund raising "Dress
with a Difference" program. All of these initiatives reflect
the support of the modern working Navy to the Canadian
Naval Memorial Trust and to the ship.
We look forward this winter to a hull survey, docking,
and ongoing preservation work.
On a reflective note, we are all saddened to observe
the recent passing of Charlie Dunbar, a Battle of the Atlantic
veteran, accomplished career marine engineer, yachtsman,
and longtime, active supporter of Sackville who never
hesitated to offer a well-informed contribution to our
onboard conversations. We will miss him.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Do you hear there!
Our summer programme has been very successful, and our
Interpretive Guide, Kathleen O'Brien, and our regular
volunteer guides did a great job of bringing the ship alive to
our visitors. Our one-day course on the 14th of June for
new and existing guides went well, except for very heavy
rain which cut down our upper deck familiarization
considerably. If some of you are sorry to have missed the
course, there may be another opportunity next spring.
A major contribution
to bringing the ship alive are
our period displays, recently
freshened and made more
graphic: injured sailor
mannekin in the Sick Bay;
and interesting 1944-vintage
items for sale in the canteen
and additional artifacts in the
messes - where sailors slept,
ate, wrote and read letters,
played cards, listened to
music, etcetera. Thanks are
due to volunteers Pat Jessup,
June Smith and Catherine
Ouelett for putting in many
hours to make this happen
Another of our inhouse projects over the past
winter and spring was to
develop a 2015 naval heritage calendar as a fund-raiser. It is
now published and for sale through our gift shop, perhaps
Chapters/Indigo book stores, and it will also be available
for sale in 9 CANEX outlets across the country. We listened
to what you thought of our first calendar, and this one is a
standard size, with room to write in appointments, birthdays,
etc. The calendar depicts some of the significant ships and
people who played key roles since the earliest days of the
RCN. The price will be $17, tax included, so keep it in mind
for yourself and as a gift for friends and relatives.
We have a number of initiatives underway; one of
them is a graphic novel by well-known Halifax artist Richard
Rudnicki, about a young sailor from the Prairies who joins
HMCS Sackville and experiences the Battle of the Atlantic
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in her. Graphic novels are popular with young people, and
we hope that this book will inform many readers, including
our Trustees, Sea Cadets and Navy League Cadets, and all
those interested in our naval heritage. Richard tells me that
he has already found a publisher, and members of the Trust's
Executive Committee will provide assistance with proofing,
photos, technical feedback, etc. Richard recently co-authored
a book on The War of 1812, and I am sure you all will be
pleased with this one too. I anticipate that it will be for sale
through our Gift Shop - and
probably booksellers across
the country. We will keep you
advised of progress with this
project.
DEFSEC Atlantic 2014 is
on our horizon for 03-05
September; the organizers
have requested Sackville be
berthed alongside the venue
again this year, and have
kindly offered us a free booth
to advertise the Trust and our
Battle of the Atlantic Place
Project. This is a good
opportunity to raise our
visibility to a different group
of people and their
companies.
We need volunteers to help
us with projects such as the Annual Battle of the Atlantic
Concert, our magazine Action Stations, tour guide, and to
support some of our social occasions - to name a few
possibilities. If you have some spare time, and talents that
you think would be helpful, please send me an email or call
me at 902-721-1206 during the forenoon. It doesn't need to
be a big commitment, and you may be able to help out from
your own home - for example by typing articles and emailing
them to us for use in Action Stations and other projects.
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HMCS Niobe at Daybreak 1914 / Patrouille à l’aube, le Niobe en 1914
Peter Rindlisbacher 2009
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>> Admiral Sir Charles
Kingsmill, Kt
Following passage of
the Naval Service Act
May 4, 1910,the ﬂedgling
Canadian Navy acquired
two Royal Navy cruisers
for training, Niobe and
Rainbow, and commenced
recruiting under the ﬁrst Director
of the Naval Service, Rear Admiral
Charles Kingsmill RN (ret’d). A native of
Guelph, ON, Kingsmill (1855-1935) guided the Navy
through WW l and its difﬁcult ﬁrst decade. Knighted in
1918, he retired in 1920.
>> Amiral sir Charles Kingsmill, KT
Dès l’adoption de la Loi du service naval, le 4 mai 1910,
la jeune Marine canadienne commence à recruter et, pour
instruire son personnel, acquiert deux croiseurs de la
Royal Navy, le Niobe et le Rainbow. Son premier directeur,
pendant ses difﬁciles dix premières années, dont les
années de guerre, sera un Ontarien de Guelph, le contreamiral (retraité) Charles Kingsmill, RN (1855-1935).
Anobli en 1918, il prend sa retraite de la MRC en 1920.
>> HMCS Niobe
The 435-foot, 11,000 ton Diadem class cruiser Niobe
was the ﬁrst large ship acquired for the Canadian Navy
from the Royal Navy in 1910 (along with the smaller
cruiser Rainbow). Early in WW l, Niobe conducted
eastern seaboard patrols but due to wearing out was
reassigned as a depot ship in HMC Dockyard, Halifax
and broken up in 1922.
>> NCSM Niobe
En 1910, la Royal Navy cède à la Marine canadienne un
croiseur de classe Diadem, le Niobe (11 000 tonnes,
435 pieds) et un croiseur plus
petit : le Rainbow. Au début
de la Guerre, le Niobe
patrouille la côte Est, mais
ne pouvant plus naviguer,
il devient bâtimentbase à l’Arsenal de
SM, Halifax, et sera
démantelé en 1922.

HMCS/NCSM Fraser
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>> Admiral Percy
Nelles, CB
Percy Nelles (18921951), a native of
Brantford, ON was the
ﬁrst member of the ﬁrst
class of Canadian naval
cadets to become Chief
of the Naval Staff (in 1934).
He directed the expansion of
the RCN during the early years of
WW ll while facing numerous challenges, including rapid
mobilization, limited training facilities and insufﬁcient
ships. In early 1944 Nelles was appointed Senior
Canadian Flag Ofﬁcer Overseas (in London) and
retired in 1945.
>> Amiral Percy Nelles, CB
L’Ontarien Percy Nelles (1892-1951) est le premier
membre de la première promotion d’aspirants de la
Marine canadienne à devenir chef d’état-major de la
Marine (en 1934). Il dirige l’expansion de la MRC au
début de la Seconde Guerre mondiale, dans un contexte
de mobilisation rapide et de manque de centres
d’instruction et de navires. Au début de 1944, il est
nommé ofﬁcier supérieur d’état-major outre-mer
(à Londres) et prend sa retraite en 1945.
>> HMCS Vancouver
A Flower Class corvette commissioned in Vancouver in
March 1942, served during the Aleutian Islands campaign
1942-1943 before being assigned to the East Coast for
escort duties, including the Gulf Escort Force. Vancouver
was paid off at the end of the war.
>> Le NCSM Vancouver
Cette corvette de classe Flower, est mise en service en
mars 1942, participe à la campagne des Aléoutiennes
(1942-1943) puis est affectée à l’escorte de convois
sur la côte Est, notamment au sein de la
Force d’escorte du Golfe. Elle est
désarmée à la ﬁn de la guerre.
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>> Vice Admiral
Harry DeWolf CBE,
DSO, DSC, CD
Harry DeWolf (19042000) had a distinguished
career by the time he was
appointed Chief of the Naval
Staff in 1956. He was a highly
decorated WW ll staff ofﬁcer
and destroyer captain, including
commanding HMCS Haida. DeWolf’s
time as CNS was marked by rapid
technological changes in naval warfare and advances in
ﬂeet modernization. When he retired in 1960, the Navy
consisted of 20,000 men and women, more than 50 ships
and 50 aircraft.
>> Vice-amiral Harry DeWolf CBE, DSO, DSC, CD
Harry DeWolf (1904-2000) a derrière lui une belle carrière
lorsqu’il nommé chef d’état-major de la Marine en 1956.
Ofﬁcier d’état-major et commandant de destroyers (dont le
Haida) très décoré pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale,
De Wolf dirige la Marine pendant une période d’évolution
rapide de la guerre maritime et de modernisation de
la ﬂotte. À son départ à la retraite, en 1960, la Marine
comptait un personnel de 20 000 hommes et femmes et
plus de 50 navires et 50 aéronefs.
>> St. Laurent Class Destroyers
The Cold War RCN was primarily the destroyers of the
St. Laurent, Restigouche, Mackenzie and Annapolis
Classes. These 20 very seaworthy ships were nicknamed “Cadillacs” because of their sleek appearance
and comfortable accommodations. A number of them
remained operational for 37 years – a signiﬁcant life-span
for steam-powered destroyers!
>> Les destroyers de classe St-Laurent
Les navires canadiens de la Guerre froide étaient
principalement des destroyers des classes St-Laurent,
Restigouche, Mackenzie
et Annapolis. Ces
20 bâtiments étaient
considérés comme
des « Cadillac »
en raison de leur
forme élégante et
de leur confort.
Plusieurs d’entre eux
naviguent pendant
37 ans – durée de vie
non négligeable pour
des destroyers à vapeur!
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>> Lieutenant (N)
Melanie Espena
Dr Melanie Espena, a
member of the Canadian
Armed Forces Disaster
Assistance Response Team
(DART) examines a baby during
Operation RENAISSANCE, a a humanitarian mission to
the Philippines in November 2013.
>> Lieutenant de vaisseau Melanie Espena
Le Dr Espena, membre de l’Équipe d’intervention en
cas de catastrophe des Forces canadiennes, examine
un bébé pendant l’opération RENAISSANCE, mission
humanitaire aux Philippines, en novembre 2013.
>> Halifax Class Frigates
These big frigates, all named for Canadian cities, have
a large radius of action with their diesel cruise engine,
and two gas turbines for speeds in excess of 30 knots.
A mid-life modernization program is updating hulls,
propulsion and combat systems to extend their service
lives into the 2030s.
>> Frégates de classe Halifax
Ces grandes frégates, qui portent le nom de villes
canadiennes, ont un grand rayon d’action grâce à un
moteur de croisière diésel et deux turbines
à gaz pour naviguer à plus de 30
nœuds. La modernisation à mi-vie
de leur coque et des systèmes
de propulsion et de combat
prolongera leur vie utile jusque
dans les années 2030.

HMCS/NCSM Bras d’Or
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CROSSED THE BAR

Rear Admiral Denis Richard Boyle, CMM, CD, RCN - HMC Ships Nootka, Saguenay, St. Laurent
Lieutenant Commander Thomas A. (Tom) Deakin, RCN
Charles Irving Dunbar, RCNVR - HMC Ships Chicoutimi, Stone Town
Chief Petty Officer Brian George Wilfred Eccles, RCNR, RCN - HMCS Fraser
Sidney Gordon Gillies - RCNVR
Robert (Bob) Hughes - RCNVR, DEMS gunner, Atlantic and Pacific Stars
John Francis Lipton, DSM - HMCS Haida, HMCS Eskimo
Harold James (Harry) Mombourquette, CNMT Trustee
Lieutenant Commander (ret’d) Douglas Charles Murray
Lieutenant Colonel Edgar Joseph Robichaud - HMCS Kootenay, 403 Helicopter Operational Training Squadron
Donald Scholefield, RCNVR - gunner, HMCS Giffard
Lieutenant Hugh Barton Young, RCNVR
Denis Richard Boyle, who commenced his naval career in 1952 and
was recognized as one of the pioneers
of the maritime engineering branch,
died in Ottawa Aug 14. He attended
Royal Roads Military College and
HMS Thunderer, the Royal Naval Engineering College.He served in HMCS
Nookta, Saguenay, Stadacona, St
Laurent and in 1966 was assigned to MARCOM HQ as
senior staff officer ship maintenance. In the 1970s his appointments included DDH-280 project officer, director
maritime engineering equipment, MARCOM personnel
and training officer and in the 1980s, director general recruiting, education and training; director general maritime
engineering and maintenance and chief engineering and
maintenance. He retired in 1990. Vice Admiral Mark Norman, Commander RCN described RAdm Boyle as “... a
true leader who was instrumental in the evolution of the
maritime engineering branch over the years and the
progress of the Canadian Patrol Frigate and Trump
projects.” He was active in naval affairs, including the Naval Association of Canada and a trustee of the Canadian
Naval Memorial Trust, and the Canadian Institute of Marine Engineering. RADm Boyle was predecieased by his
wife Joanna (Jo) and is survived by his sons Kris and
Marcus; granddaughter Stephanie and daughter-in-law
Michelle. Donations to National Service Dogs.
Thomas A. (Tom) Deakin, of
Dartmouth, who served 28 years in the
Navy,died Aug 10 at age 88. A native
of Calgary, he gave up pursuing a professional baseball career and joined the
Navy in 1946. He was selected for mechanical engineering at the University
of British Columbia and in 1955 was
transferred to Halifax. He retired from
the Navy in 1973 and joined the NS Department of Development. Tom was active in a number of sports, commu-

6

nity and military support organizations, including Senobe
Aquatic Club, Canadian Canoe Association, chief canoeing
official at the 1976 Olympics in Montreal, NS Naval Officers Association and the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust.
Survivors include his wife Dorothy (Dot), daughters
Suzanne, Denise,Kim and Shelly; sister Shirley and brother
Raymond.
Charles Irving Dunbar, who joined the
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve at 18 and served in the corvette
HMCS Chicoutimi and the frigate
HMCS Stone Town died in Dartmouth,
NS Aug 23 at age 88. In civilian life he
was employed in ships of Foundation
Maritime Company and later with Foundation's Construction Equipment Company in Montreal.
Charlie had a lifelong interest in sailing. He was an active
supporter of HMCS Sackville and the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and a member of the Royal Canadian Legion/
Somme Branch and the Royal Canadian Naval Association/
Peregrine Branch. He is survived by his wife Martha, brother
Robert George and several nephews and nieces; he was predeceased by his brother John Allister and sister Eleanor.
Brian George Wilfred Eccles, whose 39 year career
included service as a
sonarman and diver on both
the west and east coasts,
died in Dartmouth Aug 15
at age 71. He joined HMCS
Chippawa, Winnipeg at 16
and transferred to the regular force in 1961 with his final
posting as chief of the sonar school at CFB Esquimalt; he
also served as a reservist in HMCS Malhat, Victoria and
HMCS Scotian, Halifax. His civilian career included a period at Royal Roads Military College and as a commissionaire at Cobequid Health Centre, Lower Sackville. Brian is
also remembered as an active volunteer in HMCS Sackville.

He was predeceased by his wife Joanie; survivors include tive member of the Insurance Blue Goose Fraternity and
his partner Jackie, daughter Colleen, her mother Anita, sis- the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust. He is survived by his
ter Arlene, and stepchildren Dennis, Derrick and Darlene. wife Jeanette (Deschetza), daughter, Debra (Christopher)
Grantham and her children Stephanie and Elizabeth and son
Sidney Gordon Gillies, served his coun- Greg (Julene) Mombourquette and his children Rogan and
try during the Second World War as a Elena. Harold was predeceased by two of his children,
member of the Royal Canadian Navy - Suzanne Carol and Peter Jeffery Mombourquette.
died in White Rock, BC April 27 at age
89. He was predeceased by wife Margaret
Douglas Charles Murray, a 27-year vetand is survived by daughter Sherry and
eran of the Navy died in New Glasgow Aug
sons Bob, Ken and Bill.
25 at age 65. He served in HMCS Preserver,
Assiniboine, Qu’Appelle, Restigouche and
Robert (Bob) Hughes
Nipigon and CF Fleet School, Halifax; Maridied March 13 in
time Command HQ and 1st Canadian SubThunder Bay, ON at age
marine HQ. He was a member of the Cana92. He joined the Army
dian Naval Memorial Trust and pursued a
in 1939 and the RCNVR
number of hobbies. Survivors include his
in 1940 and served as a wife Patricia Bland, son Nikita, stepdaughters Meghan and
Defensively-Equipped Katrina, brother David, sisters Angela, Nancy and Julia.
Merchant Ship (DEMS)
gunner 1940-1945 on
Edgar Joseph “Rob” Robichaud who
troop and cargo ships to
joined the RCN in 1967 and later trained
Africa, the Caribbean, the North Atlantic and the Pacific.
as a pilot, died in Moncton July 17 at
He retired as a personnel manager at Pascal in 1980, was
age 64. At the time of his passing he was
active in the Royal Canadian Legion and a founding member
president and CEO of the Greater
of the Lakehead Search and Rescue Unit. He was
Moncton International Airport. Survipredeceased by wife Dorothy, sister Marg and brother Jack
vors include his mother Anne, his wife
and is survived by sister Mary, children David and Sherida.
Frances (Fran), children James, Patricia
and Michael and brother Dan. During his
John Francis Lipton, DSM, who was service career he survived the explosion aboard HMCS
awarded the Distinguished Service Kootenay in 1969, received his pilot wings in 1976, comMedal for his action when HMCS Haida manded 403 Helicopter Operational Training at CFB
and HMS Eskimo sank a U-971 off Gagetown and served with NORAD. He retired from the
Land’s End in 1944, died in Halifax in RCAF in 1997, but continued serving as New Brunswick
July at age 95. He joined the RCN in 1937 liaison officer in the CF Reserve Force until 2001. In addiand was serving as a petty officer in tion to his position with the Greater Moncton International
HMCS Saguenay in late 1940 when she Airport, he served on a number of transportation an d comwas torpedoed west of Ireland but was munity boards and councils including the Canadian Airports
able to make port. He suffered severe burns when the ship Council, Atlantic Canada Airports Association and the new
was hit and hospitalized. He was active in sports, including Moncton Transportation Discovery Centre.
boxing; community and military support organizations including the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust. He served with
Donald Scholefield, who served as a
the Department of Veterans Affairs for 17 years and later
gunner aboard the corvette HMCS
sold life insurance. He was predeceased by his wife Jean;
Giffard during the Battle of the Atlantic,
survivors include daughter Carolyn, sons Richard, Barry
died in Burlington, ON in October 2013
David, John Junior, Brian and Mark; sisters Elizabeth,
at age 93. Following the war he and his
Evelyn, Veronica, Aquinas, Tiny Dorie, Margarite, Joan and
brothers Jack and Bob started Laurentide
Marilyn, and brothers Vernon and Cyril.
Aviation which became one of the largest flying schools in the country. He was
Harold James Mombourquette, passed
a member of the Burl Oak Naval Assoaway 9 December 2013 at age 78.
ciation, RCNA, Halton Naval AssociaBorn in Halifax and growing up down- tion and the Royal Canadian Legion. Survivors include his
town with his parents Harold and Marie wife Betty and daughters Patti, Toni, Kim and Lori.
E. (Stella) (Bouffard) Mombourquette,
Harry was the third eldest of seven chilHugh Barton Young, who comdren. Too young to serve in the navy,
menced his naval career in 1942 and
Harry supported the war effort by disserved on convoy duty in the North
tributing newspapers to sailors alongside
Atlantic, died in Vancouver April 10
in HMC Dockyard. Later in life Harry
at age 94. His business career included
started his career as an agent in the insurance business that the wholesale lumber industry. He was predeceased by his
would last 41 years. His long career was with Pearl, wife Doris; survivors include his sons Hugh and Peter and
MacDermaid, Global, Trask and finally with Anthony daughter Karen.
Sedgwick Insurance. During this time he was also an ac-
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TRIBUTES

by Len Canfield
MURRAY KNOWLES...A LIFETIME OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
The ship proceeded overseas in early 1944 and participated in the D-Day invasion 6 June (the same date his
wife Jodie gave birth to their son Stephen in Saint John).
Louisburg participated in months of action in the English Channel, including fending off a German E-boat attack on a convoy. Murray was appointed CO of Louisburg
in early 1945 and towards the end of hostilities brought
the ship back to Canada.
On his return to Halifax he was promoted lieutenant-commander and appointed Staff Officer (Operations)
in HMCS Scotian. During the explosions and fires at the
Bedford Magazine in July 1945 he remained on duty in
HMC Dockyard throughout the emergency to monitor
and report developments to naval headquarters in Ottawa.
He retired from the Navy in 1946 to pursue a career in
the automotive industry and later began a new career in
long-term health administration in the Halifax area.

Lieutenant Commander Murray W. Knowles, one of the
last corvette captains of WWII and a long-time supporter
of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and preserving
HMCS Sackville died at Camp Hill Veterans Memorial
Hospital, Halifax June 3 at age 97.
"The Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and the naval and military support community have lost a revered
veteran and supporter with the passing of Murray
Knowles. Throughout his life he willingly accepted responsibility and community service," Commodore (ret'd)
Bruce Belliveau, Chair of CNMT said.
A native of Saint John, NB, Murray joined the reserve division HMCS Brunswicker in 1940.After officer
training at HMCS Stadacona, he was posted to HMS
Rajputana (an armed merchant cruiser). On April 13 1941,
the ship was torpedoed off Iceland with the loss of 42
crew. Sub Lieutenant Knowles was in command of a lifeboat with 50 survivors that were rescued 12 hours later
and landed in Iceland.
After survivors' leave, Murray served in mineIn addition to being part of the group of naval vetsweepers operating out of Sydney, Halifax and St John's
and in July 1942 was appointed CO of HMCS Suderoy erans that succeeded in acquiring Sackville in the early
V. In late 1943 he was appointed first lieutenant of the 1980s, Murray served as president and honorary life
new corvette HMCS Louisburg II built in Quebec City. member of the NS Naval Officers Association, chair of
the Missions to Seafarers, president of the Royal United
Services Institute-NS, Anglican Church warden and was
active in the Royal Canadian Legion, Navy League of
Canada and the Masonic Order.
Murray was recognized on a number of occasions
over the years including representing naval veterans at
the 50th and 65th anniversaries of the D-Day landings in
Normandy. In 2010, he was presented to Her Majesty the
Queen and HRH Prince Philip (to whom he presented a
CNMT/HMCS Sackville tie).
He was predeceased by his wife Josephine (Jodie),
brother Walter and sister Hazel and is survived by his
son Stephen (Christine), daughter Meredith Westlake
(John) and a number of grandsons, great granddaughters, step great-grandsons and a niece.
Murray Knowles (lower) with his crew after surviving a torpedo attack.
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VICE ADMIRAL RALPH HENNESSY
A"WARTIME HERO, INSTITUTIONAL LEADER..."

HMCS Assiniboine and her crew alongside in St. John’s, Newfoundland after the sinking of U-210. In the foreground from left to right: Lieutenant Ralph
Hennessy, The Executive Officer, Rear Admiral Leonard W. Murray, Commander-in-Chief North-West Atlantic, and Assiniboine’s captain, LieutenantCommander John Stubbs. VADm Hennessy collection.

Vice- Admiral Ralph Lucien Hennessy, DSC, CD, whose commanded by a former destroyer captain."A submarine
distinguished career included commanding HMCS captain would have done anything to pull clear of the
Assiniboine at 24 and surviving 80 convoy escorts during destroyer and dive: to get underwater and out of the
the Second World War, passed away in Ottawa June 13 destroyer's gunfire range." "But not this guy: he was a
at 95 and is fondly remembered by the naval community. German destroyer captain and fought like one. It was not
In a 'message to all ships and shore establishments, the place for it."
Vice-Admiral Mark Norman, Commander Royal
Ralph Hennessy became “part of the storied U-boat
Canadian Navy said, "VAdm Hennessy was a wartime confrontation; taking part in the hunt for Bismark; meeting
hero, an institutional leader and one of our greatest Winston Churchill (and offering him a brandy which,
admirals. He distinguished himself
shockingly, he declined); and be
during his wartime service.” In “...our main job and the job of our decorated by King George VI;”
particular, his actions as first officer authorities ashore was to route us wrote Andrew Duffy in the Ottawa
in Assiniboine during an engagement so that we didn’t run into a German Citizen. Later in the Battle of the
against U-210 in August 1942 resulted Wolf pack. Well, that didn’t always Atlantic he went on to command
in recognition of the Distinguished work. Sometimes we did and then all HMC Ships Gatineau, Assiniboine
Service Cross. In the encounter, proverbial hell broke loose.”
and Kings, the wartime officers
Assiniboine was set ablaze when the
training school in Halifax."
U-boat’s
deck guns ignited Ralph Hessessy,
Following the war he served as
Assiniboine's store of motorboat The Memory Project
commanding officer of HMCS
gasoline. A sheet of flames engulfed http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/
Micmac, Quebec, Algonquin and
the ship’s forecastle disabling ladders 2187:vice-admiral-ralph-hennessy/
Commander First Canadian Escort
on the port and starboard sides.
Squadron. Promoted commodore in
Hennessy, ordered below to fight the fire, lept to the mast 1960, he held a number of senior appointments including
and shimimied down to the upper deck to take control of Deputy Chief of Naval Personnel and Chairman of
the damage control parties.
Military Manpower Studies. Promoted vice admiral in
"I felt it of course, the wham, and I reckoned, 1966 he was appointed Comptroller General of the
knowing my captain, that he's rammed the thing," he said, Canadian Forces and Principal Naval Adviser, retiring in
believing the confrontation was the result of U-210 being 1970.
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"As Principal Naval Advisor between 1966 and father was stationed in Occupied Germany after WWI.
1968, VAdm Hennessy navigated the Royal Canadian His mother intended to name her son Brian Roy but
Navy through two of the most challenging years in our delayed the ceremony until her husband was home on
institutional history. It was his deft handling of the policy leave. On the train ride from Germany the new father
decisions that were unfolding in Ottawa, as the Canadian met two other travelers. By the time they reached their
Armed Forces approached unification, that are his true destination they had become best buddies and the soldiers
legacy and a significant part of the foundation of the were brought back to the family house to meet Mrs.
professional navy we have today," VAdm Norman noted. Hennessy and the newborn. Following introductions it
Vice-Admiral Hugh MacNeil, a past Chair of the was quickly decided that the babe was to be named after
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and a former Deputy his new friends: Ralph and Lucien!
Chief of Defence Staff recalls, "it is difficult for many
Ralph Hennessy joined the RCN as a cadet in 1936.
today to appreciate the
“I was the black sheep of an
personal emotional and clear
army family,” he told the
'naval crisis' caused by the
Ottawa Citizen in 2012.
introduction of unification of
After training with the Royal
the Canadian Armed Forces
Navy he returned to Canada
in the 1960s. Most thinking
in 1939 to serve in HMCS
service members supported
Assiniboine.
the sensible rationalization
Following retirement
known as 'integration' but the
from the navy, VAdm
unfolding
details
of
Hennessy served as
unification tended to bring
Executive Director of the
out the best, but also
Standards Council of
unfortunately, some of the
Canada, Chair of the board
worst human traits. The result
of governors of the Ottawa
was the RCN lost many fine
Division of the Corps of
junior and senior officers.
Commissionaires and with
With the hollowing out of the
his wife Diana was comost senior ranks the future
publisher of the Defence
of Canada's Navy was in dire
Association's National
need of a principled,
Network News.
respected and thoroughly
When in his mid-70s he
'anchored' very senior officer.
enrolled in th e history
Fortunately, Commodore
program at the University of
Hennessy was selected and
Waterloo in the history
rose to the challenge.
program and made the
Progressing
from
Dean’s Honours List at
commodore to vice-admiral
graduation.
in two days could have
He is survived by his wife
presented a very difficult
Diana and four children,
personal, emotional and
Diana, Michael, Terence and
'professional' challenge. The
Tim from his first marriage
fact that overall this challenge
to the late Constance O'Neil.
did not materialize is a great
He was predeceased by his
credit to the wisdom and
brother Brian and sister
stature of Vice-Admiral
Joan.
Hennessy. Both he and Diana
VAdm
Hennessy’s
have been strong believers
funeral service was held at
and substantive supporters of
the Beechwood National
HMCS Sackville, Canada's
Memorial Centre, with
Naval Memorial."
interment at the National
VAdm (ret'd) Ron
Military Centre, Ottawa.
Buck, a former Commander, Vice-Admiral Ralph Hennessy and his wife Diana at the
Hennessy was the
Maritime Command and Vice Battle of the Atlantic dinner at the Canadian War Museum, country’s oldest living viceChief of Defence Staff 2 May 2013. Photo: Jacek Szymanski, Combat Camera
admiral when he passed
commented that Hennessy
away at The Perley and
"was every inch the admiral: tall, distinguished and a Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre. “Canada has lost a
gifted leader...I'd go so far to say he was a Canadian hero." faithful son and a true giant among men,” said Daniel
Ralph Hennessy was born into an army family in Clapin, executive director of the The Perley and Rideau
Edinburgh, Scotland on 5 September, 1918 while his Veterans’ Health Centre Foundation.
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A MESSAGE TO THE SHIP’S COMPANY OF HMCS TORONTO
Rear Admiral John Newton,
Commander Joint Task Force Atlantic and Maritime Forces Atlantic

With your bow pointed east and your months-long readiness
drive now focusing on your operational purpose and mission,
I wish you a safe voyage and successful deployment on
behalf of all the personnel of the Maritime Forces Atlantic
defence team.
The state of your personnel and equipment
preparedness is a superb achievement. It is a reflection of
our navy's single-minded priority to protect the operational
readiness of the Fleet while modernizing an entire class and
laying the foundation for new shipbuilding that will sail the
navy forward another generation.
As one of the last of the unmodified Halifax Class,
HMCS Toronto has been a workhorse for the Canadian Fleet.
Its recent year-long mission in the Arabian Sea and quick
turnaround for this deployment necessitated bold gymnastics
by all of you and numerous support agencies ashore. I
watched with pride how the Toronto ship's company used
every element of the naval training system and your former
ship, HMCS Ville de Quebec to hone trade competencies,
departmental cohesion and combat organization. I am
amazed at how you grasped this challenge and demonstrated
flexibility, innovation and determination. You reflect great
credit on the Royal Canadian Navy and maritime rotary wing
aviation of the Royal Canadian Air Force. You lived up to
our motto Ready Aye Ready, and our particular pride in being
agile and flexible.
I know too that this long generative march took its
toll on families and loved ones and I thank them most
sincerely for standing behind your duty. Their sacrifice
started six months ago long before you sailed out of Halifax
Harbour. For their unwavering support, I am most grateful.
As you commence your patrols in the Mediterranean
Sea, we are reminded by daily international news that the
world is a complex place and Canada's national interests
and security challenges reach across the oceans. Just as
HMCS Regina recently demonstrated her innate flexibility
by redeploying from the Indian Ocean and maritime security
operations to the Mediterranean Sea and NATO reassurance
measures, HMCS Toronto will no doubt be required to
demonstrate the same employment versatility. I cannot
forecast how your mission will unfold but I can assure you
that your sustained readiness will be supported as a priority
by our fleet maintenance facilities, logistics groups,
personnel coordination centres, health services and military
family resource capabilities to name but a few.
Toronto's command team of Commander Jason
Armstrong, Executive Officer Lieutenant Commander

Sheldon Gillis, Coxswain Chief Petty Officer First Class
Gilles Gregoire and Helicopter Air Detachment Commander
Major Travis Chapman are congratulated for their focus and
leadership to date. They have my complete confidence to
ensure that the ship is operated safely, maintained while
deployed to the highest traditions of our service, and operated
with bold determination.
I am confident too that HMCS Toronto has the
fighting qualities necessary to be a leader in all the alliance
and coalition forces with whom she will be tasked to serve.
Toronto and her embarked Sea King detachment do
not deploy as a stand-alone unit. You are the embodiment
of the Royal Canadian Navy and the Royal Canadian Air
Force and as such every crew member represents their
service and is a custodian of the legacy of excellence and
sacrifice of our forefathers. Moreover, as Canada is a nation
defined by its democratic traditions, human rights, law, order,
peace and security, these national values are sewn into the
fabric of the Canadian Armed Forces uniforms worn by every
crewmember no matter their rank. As ambassadors to our
country, you should be extremely proud to be representing
Canada. World-class training, first-rate technology, a
mission-proven ship, and the reputation of our country are
worth telegraphing in all your activities. The older and more
experienced leaders aboard have a responsibility to continue
the training and mentoring of the younger generation to this
standard of excellence so that every day of the deployment
is a rich developmental opportunity. I expect that your junior
members will return home to successfully challenge
certification boards and examinations as the vanguard of
the next generation who will crew our new Fleet.
Fair winds and following seas, HMCS Toronto, and
Bravo Zulu on all your achievements to date - everybody in
the Royal Canadian Navy stands behind you.
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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC - RCAF EVOLVEMENT
WESTERN AIR COMMAND

Lieutenant Colonel ret’d Mike Black, Past Commanding Officer, 404 Squadron and
Lieutenant Colonel ret’d Bart Konings, Past Commanding Officer, 407 Squadron

RCAF 111 (f) Squadron, Patricia Bay, British Columbia, March 3, 1942.

The Home War Establishment was the blue print for the
Defence of Canada. The RCAF component of this outlined
the requirement for a number of squadrons required to meet
the perceived threats to the nation. In June 1940 the RCAF
had proposed that Eastern Air Command (EAC) would
require a total of eleven Fighter and Bomber Squadrons
while Western Air Command (WAC) would have eight
Fighter and Bomber Squadrons.
This proposal by Canada was considered very high
by the British who considered the threat to Canada to not
warrant such a large number of squadrons. Notwithstanding
this difference, even the reduced requirement proposed by
Britain became difficult to achieve. The BCATP agreement
supplied only a limited number of trained aircrew to the
HWE each year, while the supply of planes from the United
States and engines from Great Britain were allocated to the
higher priority of the European theatre and the BCATP. Near
the end of 1941, the HWE Order of Battle was composed of
five Maritime Reconnaissance and Strike Squadrons and
one Fighter Squadron in Eastern Canada and three Maritime
Reconnaissance and Strike Squadrons on the West coast.
In the establishment of the Home War Establishment
for the defence of Canada, Air Staff proposed their
requirements on a number of threats to Canada. These were:
the U Boat threat in the Western Atlantic, enemy aircraft
attacks on vital targets East and West Coast, Naval
bombardment of East and West ports and invasion of the
Canadian Pacific. To meet these threats the Chief of the Air
Staff proposed in March 1942 that Canada should have a
force of 49 squadrons and submitted this requirement which
was agreed to by the government. However, in June of 1942,
the strategic balance in the Pacific changed dramatically
with the decisive victory of the United States Navy over the
main Japanese Fleet at Midway, rendering an invasion of
the Canadian and Pacific Coast well beyond the capability
of the Japanese forces. This left only one serious threat which
was the threat to the Supply Life line to the United Kingdom.
Regardless of this reality the march toward the 49
squadron establishment continued. However, its
implementation was hampered by a lack of aircraft, engines
and spare parts and the limited number of trained aircrew
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coming from the BCATP. It is with this background that we
look at the growth of the role of Western Air Command and
the negative impact it had on the demand by Eastern Air
Command for men and material during the Battle of Atlantic
crisis period from the beginning of 1942 until the summer
of 1943.
At the outbreak of war in September 1939, WAC had
eight serviceable aircraft and two operational squadrons
operating out of Patricia Bay which had partially constructed
runways. The development of operating bases as well as the
rearmament proceeded at a leisurely pace as there was no
threat to the West Coast. The Order of Battle on September
of 1941 consisted of three Bomber Reconnaissance (BR)
Squadrons (# 4, # 6, # 120 ) plus an Army Cooperation
Squadron and an RAF Operational Training Unit flying
out of Patricia Bay and Comox as part of the BCATP.
This was to change dramatically with the growing
aggression of the Japanese in the Pacific and the unexpected
attack by them on Pearl Harbour on the 7th of December
1941. The reaction to Pearl Harbour by Canada resulted in
a force that was significantly larger than demanded by the

Groundcrew refuelling Curtiss Kittyhawk I aircraft of No.111(F)
Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force (R.C.A.F.), Patricia Bay,
British Columbia, Canada, 15 January 1942. LAC

threat. The buildup of WAC was more motivated by
geography, local hostility to the Japanese Canadian
population, a political sense of isolation by BC, and a public
demand for armed protection and defence of its major cities.
Unfortunately, the establishment of such a large force in
1942 had an impact on East Coast operations where the UBoat threat was real.
By mid-1942 the WAC Order of Battle had grown to
eight BR Squadrons and four Fighter Squadrons. In June
of 1942, the Japanese bombed Dutch Harbour and occupied
the Aleutian Islands of Attu and Kiska. This Japanese action
was a result of a diversionary move related to the battle of
Midway and produced no significant advantage nor did the
Japanese ever have any intention or capability to invade
Alaska. However, the insignificant occupation of American
territory wounded American pride and resulted in a
significant overreaction.
In response to a request by the United States, Canada,
five RCAF Squadrons were detached to the United States
Alaskan Command for reinforcement of the USAAF in its
actions against the Japanese occupation of Attu and Kiska
The detachment was made up of the following forces.
RCAF “X” Wing consisting of # 8 (BR), # 14 (F) and # 111
(F) Squadrons flying out of Anchorage and Kodiak, Alaska,
and RCAF “Y” Wing consisting of #115 (BR) and #118 (F)
Squadrons flying out of Annette Island, Alaska. Combat
Missions by both Wings were conducted mostly during the
summer months and continued until the recapture of these
islands by United States Forces in June and August of 1943.
The RCAF’s only kill in the Pacific theatre was made by S/
L Boomer from # 111 (F) Squadron on 25 September 1942,
when he downed a Nakajima Zero Fighter Float plane during
a strafing mission against Japanese targets on Kiska Island.
Attu and Kiska were recaptured in 1943.

which caused any damage or fatalities. Late in the war,
Japanese submarines released fire balloons outside of the
range of the patrol aircraft. balloons, which failed in causing
forest fires they meant to start.

Vice-Admiral Percy Nelles (right) inspecting a shell from Estevan
Point, B.C. attack. Photo: Gerald T. Richardson, LAC PA134083

Two Fire Balloons were shot down in February and
March of 1945 near Patricia Bay, one by P/O Maxwell and
another by P/O Patten, both of # 133 (F) Squadron flying
Kittihawks. See: Fire Balloons - US Navy Training Film
showing the design of the balloons and how they operated. https:/
/www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmW-SgNqTRc#t=77

Most of the operations by the reconnaissance
squadrons were conducted during day time. No Japanese
submarine was ever attacked by RCAF West Coast
Squadrons and the military threat to the West Coast
disappeared with the defeat of the Japanese Fleet in the Battle
of Midway. Squadrons continued to conduct patrols over
the British Columbia coast to the end of the war and thus
provided, indirectly, a pool of trained aircrew for East Coast
operations.

Japanese float plane base

Flying conditions on the West Coast of Canada and
Alaska are some of the most difficult if not brutal. Aircrews
were faced with quickly changing weather and heavy fog,
flying in and over mountainous terrain from rudimentary
airfields and lacking adequate mapping. These conditions
led to a high number of non-combat related aircraft losses
and fatalities.
Flying Supermarine Stranraers, Cansos and Catalinas
the RCAF conducted a significant number of ASW patrols
on the west coast of BC against what proved to be a very
light Japanese Submarine presence in the Eastern Pacific
region of the coast of Canada and the United States.
Operating between Vancouver Island and San Diego,
Japanese submarines conducted less than 10 patrols and sank
only ten merchant vessels on the United States West Coast.
They shelled two towns, one in Oregon and in Canada, the
Estevan Point Light House on Vancouver Island, neither of

Japanese fire balloon

Canadian Aviation Artist Association
http://www.aviationartists.ca/Galleriesmainnew.htm#s
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A NIGHT OF FURIOUS ACTION
Reprinted courtesy of the Legion Magazine

SACKVILLE'S REMARKABLE BATTLES
AGAINST THE WOLF PACKS
Marc Milner, PhD
Professor of History
Director, The Gregg Centre
The first phase of the battle for convoy ON 115 went
to the RCN. For days ON 115 brushed its way through
U-boats, and from 29 July until 1 August, 1942 the
convoy was shadowed by six. Escort group C3 drove
them off, no ships were lost and U558 was sunk in a
skillful hunt. In the early hours of 1 August the
remaining shadowers lost contact. Now only five
hundred miles from Newfoundland, ON 115 should
have been in the clear. It was not.
With plenty of searoom to the west, in the early
hours of 1 August Admiral Donitz formed a patrol
line "Pirat" directly across ON 115's path. The next
day contact was re-established and the battle for ON
115 began again.
By now the escort was much reduced. C3's senior
officer, Acting Commander D.C. Wallace, RCNR, used
his destroyers aggressively during the crossing to rundown MF/DF beacons from shadowing U-boats. That
kept the U-boats at bay but also exhausted his
destroyers's fuel. Skeena went straight into St John's
after sinking of U557 and arrived with barely 10% fuel
left. Skeena departed for port just a few hours later.
Wetaskiwin never did relocate ON 115 and made her
own way to Newfoundland. The corvette Agassiz,
and the British destroyers HMS Hamilton (with a
largely Canadian crew) and Witch were dispatched
to help, while RCAF and USN aircraft tried in vain to
find and assist ON 115 on 1-2 August. It was fortunate,
therefore, for ON 115 and its three remaining corvettes
that their greatest moment of vulnerability coincided
with a temporary gap in U-boat contact.
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The reinforcements and the U-boats arrived at about
the same time on 2 August. Agassiz joined around
noon and by early afternoon she and Galt were chasing
a U-boat off the convoy's port quarter. About the same
time the convoy altered course to meet Witch and
Hamilton. Both came in sight around 1750z and within
an hour both were hunting a U-boat. Meanwhile
Sackville drove it off a U-boat in a short chase. By dusk
the senior officer, now Lt Cdr C.H. Holmes of HMS
Witch, had his six escorts re-assembled around ON
115, ready for the night's action. The scratch team had
done well: at least three, and possibly four, of group
Pirat lost contact before dusk. Unfortunately, the
enterprising Erik Topp was not one of them.

Fregattenkapitän Eric Topp at the periscope.

Shortly after mid-night Topp, in U552,
penetrated the escort screen and torpedoed the tanker
GS Walden. The attack turned the night into a shower
of illumination flares and starshells, which allowed
the crew of the convoy commodore's ship Pacific
Pioneer to see U552 clearly as she made her escape.
That was entirely the point of the illumination tactic
called Operation Raspberry (which also called for a
prescribed search pattern by the escort), but the
pyrotechnics also alerted other U-boats to ON 115's
location. As a result, U553 was able to torpedo the SS
Belgian Soldier, a freighter which stayed afloat.
During the course of all this, the starboard wing of the
convoy executed an emergency to starboard,
effectively splitting ON 115, adding to the confusion.
And so a night of furious action began.

Joe Rolland Collection

Operation Raspberry produced no contacts. As
Sackville headed back to her screening station she
came upon Witch and Agassiz rescuing survivors from
the GS Walden. Lt Alan Easton, RCNR, decided to
screen the rescue effort and was rewarded for this
thoughtfulness forty minutes later by a contact on
Sackville's SW1C radar set. The target was U43, and
it marked the start of one of the most remarkable
episodes in the story of the little escort that is now
Canada's National Naval Memorial.

Joe Rolland Collection

What followed over the next few hours was
recorded by Easton in one of the classic memoirs of
the Atlantic war, 50 North. British merchant marine
officer prior to the war, Easton had a professional
sailor's interest in the Atlantic campaign. He was also
a keen observer and a gifted writer. Seven of the
chapters in his memoir deal with his time in command
of HMCS Sackville, the first of these is titled "The
Queen", which says a great deal about his attachment
to the ship. Two chapters, "Close Quarters" and "The
LCdr Easton while in command
of HMCS Matane, January 1944.

Derelict," deal with the battle for ON 115 and they
make compelling reading.
Easton learned of U43's presence when he
overheard his navigator acknowledge the radar
operator reporting: "Radar contact red four-oh, mile
and a quarter, sir." Easton put Sackville onto an
intercepting course and then along with the officers
and lookouts on the bridge stained to catch a glimpse
of the target. As the radar reports came in Easton
adjusted the corvette's course until the first Lieutenant
said quietly, "There it is! A bit to starboard …
Submarine I think, sir." Easton hesitated, convinced
for a moment he was looking at a trawler before
realizing the First Lieutenant was right. There it was,
laying beam on. "Full ahead!" Easton barked down
the voice pipe to the engine room, followed
immediately by 'Fire, Number One.'" A shriek of
warning whistle was followed instantly by a sharp
bang from Sackville's 4" gun and moments later a
starshell burst behind U552 barely 400 yards away.
U43 was moving, "a short boiling wake in her
stern," and she had begun to dive. As the starshell
faded Easton sudden went blind - he had forgotten to
close his eyes when the gun fired and now was
temporarily sightless. He passed control of the ship
for the moment to the navigator, who fired a
'snowflake' illumination rocket and in the glare Easton
was able to see again. Sackville was, as he hoped, on
a collision course. The order "Standby to ram!" was
given, and the depth charge crews were told to "Set
pattern A" for a shallow attack.
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WW2 gun crew,1942.
Joe Rolland collection
1942

Sackville ran over the swirl of U43's dive just
seconds after the conning tower disappeared - close
enough for Easton to anticipate a collision. Nothing
happened. As the corvette slipped over the site Easton
ordered "Fire!", and depth charges began to fall from
the stern of the ship. Explosions followed but Easton
saw nothing from the bridge. "I was shaking badly,"
he confided, "and I felt rather weak and my mouth
was dry. I wanted a smoke of my pipe. I had failed to
ram him - even to hit him." After a run-out of a
thousand yards Easton turned Sackville back on the
spot to begin a deliberate hunt. Contact was soon
established and five more charges dropped. "We
thought it was a pretty accurate attack" he wrote, and
Depth charge attack pattern

the smell of diesel fuel filled the air.
Easton was lining-up Sackville for another attack
when his torpedo officer (in charge of depth charges)
Lt Neil reached the bridge. When Easton demanded
to know why he was there and not at his station the
young officer told him in a breathless state, "Think we
are wasting ammunition now." When Easton looked
puzzled, Neil said, "Didn't you see it? Didn't you see
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what happened after the first attack?" The first attack
had blown the bow of U43 to the surface a few feet
astern of Sackville, exposing a full third of her hull at
a forty degree angle. "As she hung for an instant in
this precarious position," Easton wrote, "another depth
charge which had been dropped over the stern rail
exploded immediately beneath her and she
disappeared in the huge column of water." "She'll
never surface again, sir" was Neil's conclusion. Unable
to re-establish asdic contact, Easton gave up the hunt.
But Sackville was just getting started. By 0130
Sackville was shrouded in heavy fog. "The air grew
chilly and wet and the moon, as it rose higher, spread
a gloom over the ship…" Easton recalled. He stood
his crew down from action stations, leaving Sackville
in a second degree of readiness and the SW1C radar
was allow to rest, to cool the motor. He expected a
quiet night, and Sackville was now moving slowing
through the murk. About ten minutes later when the
SW1C radar started up again the operator called out
that there seemed to be something close by, on "the
ground wave, too close to get the direction." Within
minutes someone on the lower deck shouted
"Submarine on the port beam." When Easton looked
there it was, perfectly still.
Easton ordered Sackville to full speed and put
her helm over hard to port. The U-boat was so close
that Sackville's 4" gun would not depress enough to
lay-on, but the heel of the ship under full helm would
lay her over enough for the gun to bear. Easton
ordered his First Lieutenant to "Shoot when you're on."
The turn was agonizingly slow and as Sackville
opened the distance in her turn the gun's crew had
difficulty seeing the sub. Easton admonished his
gunnery officer to "Come on! Get her on!" as the crew
cranked the 4" gun around. Within forty seconds the

moment had passed. "Then there was a colossal sound
of escaping air … and the U-boat went down like a
stone…. One moment she was there," Easton opined,"
fully buoyant. The next she was gone. She submerged
so quickly that I could hardly believe my eyes …"
A ten charge pattern on the likely spot of the
crash dive produced nothing. The phantom U-boat
had simply disappeared. Easton commented that the
sub likely surfaced only minutes earlier while
Sackville's radar was resting, and since the corvette
was moving slowly it had been undetected on the Uboat's hydrophone. He thought, at the time, that he
would never be so close to a U-boat again. He was
wrong.
Sackville resumed her 'patrol' in the fog around

Joe Rolland Collection

ON 115 and soon stumbled upon Agassiz towing the
damaged tanker GS Walden. Easton decided to screen
the two ships and in the process found across the
stricken freighter SS Belgian Soldier. A boarding party
removed confidential books and a lone survivor, and
then Sackville went back to her new escort duty. She
was still screening Agassiz and GS Walden at
lunchtime, when Easton was invited into the
wardroom to dine. He had just settled into his meal
when the First Lieutenant Neil reported through the
wardroom voicepipe, "Hydrophone effect on the asdic,
sir," The asdic was often used in passive mode to detect
engine noises, and it appears it had done so.
Before Easton reached the wardroom flat Neil

had sounded action stations, and he had to fight this
way through Sackville's crew as they scurried to their
stations. "It was red seven-oh - wheel's hard a port should be nearly ahead now," was the report when
Easton reached the bridge. Both asdic and the radar
ground wave suggested a target to starboard, so
Easton swung Sackville in that direction. Soon the
corvette was "on a collision bearing with an invisible
vessel who might be a friend." Easton recalled that
they would soon either ram or be rammed. Visibility
was less than 200 yards, Easton ordered the 4" loaded
with high explosives.
When U552 was sighted she was dead ahead,
running right to left at about eight knots roughly 100
yards away. The 4" would not depress sufficiently to
hit, but it might come to bear if Sackville turned in
pursuit. So Easton ordered "Hard aport. Full ahead.
Open Fire!" As Sackville swung in her turn Easton
once again admonished his ship to move faster:
"Would the gun never fire!" As the seconds ticked
away Sackville's machine guns - twin .50 calibre on
the bridge wings and two Lewis .303 in the after gun
tub - hosed the sub with fire, the tracer rounds
ricocetting in all directions as they bounced off the Uboat's tough hull.
Finally, with Sackville fully heeled in her turn
to port and the U-boat just eighty feet away, the 4"
gun discharged. The shell hit U552's conning tower
at the base. "The high explosive shell burst," Easton
wrote, "ripping the near side of the conning tower out.
I saw the pieces fly and then the yellow smoke of the
projectile rising within." A second 4" round skimmed
over the U-boat as it dived, while depth charges - and
some say empty coke bottles from cases stored near
the after gun tub - flew off Sackville's stern. U552
slipped beneath the waves and Easton never found
her again, despite help from Agassiz. No wreckage
appeared, but that might not be expected from a
submarine that quickly filled with water following a
direct hit, at point-blank range, from a 4" shell.
By the early afternoon of 2 August 1942 it
appeared that Sackville had achieved the remarkable
feat of killing two U-boats in just twelve hours. Time,
however would reveal what happened to the U-boats.

Dr. Marc Milner holds his doctorate from the University of New
Brunswick. Dr Milner’s recent books
include Battle of the Atlantic (2003),
which won the C.P. Stacey Prize for
the best book in military history in
Canada, and D-Day to Carpiquet:
the North Shore Regiment and the
Liberation of Europe (2006). He is
also the author of North Atlantic
Run: The Royal Canadian Navy and
the Battle for the Convoys (1985), The U-Boat Hunters: The Royal
Canadian Navy and the Offensive Against Germany's Submarines
(1994) and Canada's Navy: The First Century (1999), HMCS
Sackville 1911-1985 and is the co-author of Corvettes of the Royal
Canadian Navy 1939-1945 (1993). Dr Milner is the Director of
UNB's Brigadier Milton F. Gregg Centre for the Study of War
and Society.
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EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG MERCHANT SEAMAN
Lieutenant Commander ret’d Jim Williamson

Gunner onboard Defensively equipped merchant ship, 1943

Jim Williamson served in the Merchant Navy from June,
1943 until November, 1945 and recounts some of his experiences while a seaman in five different ships. He joined the
RCN as a seaman in January 1946 and retired as a lieutenant commander in November 1982. He joined the Naval
Reserve shortly after and served five years in Naval Control of Shipping before finally retiring as a commander in
1987. He is a member of the NS Naval Officers Association,
a trustee of CNMT and enjoying retirement in Victoria, BC.
In June, 1943, at the age of 15, I left my home in southern
Ontario, hitch-hiked with a chum to Montreal and joined
the crew of SS Spruce Bay, a small merchant ship. I was
rather fortunate that one of the ship's officers was from my
home town. This person helped me to get settled in and a
few days later we were on our way to St. John's, Nfld. This
was wartime and there was German submarine activity in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence and adjacent waters.
Our small ship was armed with what was known as a
12 PDR gun. There was a RCN leading seaman and two
Royal Artillery Army soldiers that made up the gun's crew.
I thought it rather odd at the time that there would be two
British soldiers. However, this was the period before the
invasion of Europe in June, 1944, and the soldiers had been
made available as gunners in merchant ships. I learned later
that our ship was one of the few to have British gunners
attached to the RCN. Our radio officer was Greek and the
remainder of the crew Canadian.
I was detailed off as a member of the gun's crew and
responsible for training the gun. We were in a convoy of
merchant ships escorted by naval ships. One day while en
route to Newfoundland we went to gun drill. Our target
was a smoke float that we launched. We opened fire and the
explosion broke most of the dishes in the officer's dining
room (saloon). That was the first and last time that our gun
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was fired while I was aboard. We arrived safely in St. John's
without any further incidents.
In St. John's there were a large number of American
troops aboard transport ships in the harbour and I'm not
sure where they were going. There were also two or three
ships anchored that had been struck by torpedoes but managed to stay afloat and make their way to safety. We disembarked our cargo that was mainly general merchandise
and beer, and several army vehicles that were stowed on
deck. We then proceeded to St. Lawrence, NL, where we
took on a mineral from a local mine called fluorspar that
was used in the manufacture of aluminum.
It was hard work in this ship. I stood six hour watches
while at sea. These watches were split up into three hours
as a lookout on the wing of the bridge, and three hours
assisting the fireman, mainly passing coal from the bunkers to the boiler room. I endured this for several months
as our ship traveled between Montreal, Sydney, Halifax and
Newfoundland. We were always in convoys and although
ships were at risk in the area, we never witnessed any
sinkings.
In August, 1944, I joined the Merchant Navy Manning Pool in Montreal, PQ. The Manning Pool for Merchant Seaman was located in a former CPR hotel at Place
Viger next to the railway terminal to Quebec City and Eastern Canada. The hotel was completely stripped of all the
nice furnishings and fittings and made into a barracks-like
place for the seaman. Life there wasn't too bad as I recall. I
did take a two day gunnery course given by the Navy for
Merchant Seaman. We did get some passes for local activities and concerts and the like.
On the 6th September I joined the SS High Park at
Montreal. A good book entitled "The Arming of Canadian
Merchant Ships in the Second World War" authored by the
late Captain (N) Max Reid, OMM,CD, RCN, has provided

me many useful details that have jogged my memory regarding events during this period.
The SS High Park was a 10,000 ton ship built in Canada
and delivered probably around 1943. I will not detail the armament of these ships except to say that they were relatively
heavily armed. There was a crew of seven navy gunners
onboard. The gunners, called DEMS, an acronym for Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships, were signed on the merchant
ship as Deckhands and paid 15 cents a day. This was to comply
with the Geneva Convention. The merchant crew of the High
Park consisted of approximately twelve officers and thirty crew.
Most of the officers were British and the crew Canadian. The
reason that the officers
were from the UK was that due to the
rapid development of the Canadian Merchant Navy, there was insufficient time
to train and qualify Canadian officers.
At times there were incidents of
minor rebellious behavior. However, I
don't recall anything too serious with the
exception of a crew member being removed by military authorities for disciplinary action. We sailed down the St.
Lawrence River and by the time we
passed Quebec City we were in a war
zone. The ship was blacked out and the
DEMS gunners closed up to their various gun stations. We were called a
Joiner Convoy and we were soon to join
a much larger convoy probably from
Halifax or the USA. I can only take a
guess at the total number of ships as perhaps around eighty. The naval escorts
were usually 2-3 Destroyers, and 2-3
Frigates or Corvettes. The convoy also
had a small Merchant Aircraft Carrier.
Aircraft cover was also provided from
Canada and the USA but only as far as
their endurance and fuel permitted.
I was an Ordinary Seaman and as such
I stood a regular watch at sea. These watches were divided
into four hours on duty and eight hours off. The four hours on
was divided into one hour and 20 minutes as a lookout, one
hour and 20 minutes as wheelsman, and the other hour and 20
minutes as standby in the vicinity of the bridge. We were also
assigned to various guns and other military equipment to assist
the naval gunners when at action stations. Our food was just
average. There was little or no refrigeration, fresh water was
limited and bird baths were essential to keep some form of
personal hygiene.
After about two weeks we arrived in UK coastal waters
and the convoy began dispersing to various ports. Our ship
was headed up the English Channel to the port of Newcastle
where we unloaded our cargo. On our return to Canada we
anchored at Southend at the mouth of the Thames, and I got
my first look at enemy fire. This was the fall of 1944 and the
Germans had been launching long range rockets from still occupied bases in Western Europe. These rockets were first called
V1 and later V2. Almost 9,250 V1's were fired against London, but less that 2,500 reached their target. In flight they
were vulnerable and about 2000 were destroyed by fighter
planes, and almost 300 by Barrage Balloons. I witnessed several such attacks from our ship. We sailed in convoy back to

Montreal, and I left the High Park on the 10th November, 1944.
On the 15th November, I joined the SS Sibley Park at
Montreal. This ship was slightly different from the four Park
ships that I sailed in. Besides all the armament and devices
onboard to counter attacks, this ship was fitted with what was
known as Torpedo Nets. The purpose of the nets was to swing
them over both sides of the ship by special deck booms, and
then string them like a clothes line alongside the ship extended
out about twenty-five feet. If a torpedo was fired at the ship it
was intended to be caught in the nets. The only down side for
the crew aside from the tedious task of getting the nets in and
out, was that our ship being equipped so, was placed in the
very outside line of the convoy, and at the end of the column.
A position the crew referred to as "coffin corner". The advent of the acoustic torpedo made the use of these nets
obsolete.
We eventually arrived at Gibraltar
and then onto ports in North Africa.
During Christmas of 1944 our ship
was at Algiers. We sailed for Canada
and arrived at Halifax on the 31st January, 1945.
I joined the Merchant Seaman's
Manning Pool in Saint John, NB, and
shortly after joined the SS Eastwood
Park on March 2nd. Our ship sailed
in convoy to ports in Italy. We first
went to Ancon then moved to the port
of Rimini on the Adriatic Sea. We
were within about 50 miles of heavy
fighting between the Allies and Germany. (Italy had surrendered to the Allies on September 3rd, 1944. I was
invited to "visit" the front by a British
NCO that was doing business with our
ship.
This was quite exciting for myself
and a chum that was with me. We did
however get separated from our escort
and were eventually picked up by the British Military Police.
As merchant seaman we were in civilian clothes. We were
questioned by the police and after they were convinced that
we were a couple of innocent and rather foolish Canadian seaman, we were ordered to get back to our ship. On the way
back and driving in a black out, the vehicle I was riding in
struck another head on and I suffered a badly wounded hand.
Our ship returned to Saint John, NB and I left the ship on the
25th May, 1945.
I made my last trip when I joined the SS Fairmount
Park on the 5th July, 1945. The war in Europe had ended May
12th, 1945 and the Allied war effort was shifting to the Pacific
area. Our ship was to take us through the Panama Canal to
Australia. We were loaded with general cargo, and our upper
deck was loaded with landing barges that were presumably to
be used in the invasion of Japanese held territories. We docked
at several Australian ports, and I did some sightseeing. While
there or just before our arrival the USA military dropped two
of the first atomic bombs on cities in Japan August 6th and
August 12th. The Japanese surrendered on August 14th and
World War II was over. Our ship returned to Saint John, NB,
arriving 6 Nov, and I returned to my parent's home in Wiarton,
Ontario. Thus ended my experience from the days I left.
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TRUSTEE NEWS
Best wishes to the Watson family, pictured above, in their
relocation to Yellowknife. The Watsons, a family of 6 are
all Life Members and ardent supporters to the Trust. We
are assured that LCol Gordon (Sandy) and his homegrown
cadets Rhys and Teaghen will continue to wave Sackville’s
banner high in the far north during the posting. Grandmother
Anne Marie (second from the left) teaches in South Indian
Lake, Manitoba. Pictured to the right of Jack (our summer
brow staff) are Sonja Watson and her son Rhys.

Welcome aboard to Tom Mulcair from Montreal who became a Trustee during a recent visit to the ship. Following
a presentation by Capt(N) ret’d Ted Kelly on the Battle of
the Atlantic Place Project, Mr. Mulcair expressed his full
support of our important national initiative when he addressed a large representation of Trustees gathered for his
visit. Pictured: Mr. Mulcair, Mr. Robert Chisholm, , Cmdre
ret’d Bruce Belliveau - Chair, CNMT, Trustee Megan Leslie,
Congratulations to Commander ret’d Peter Chance recently and Sackville’s CO - peaking behind the Hedge Hog - Jim
named Chevalier (Knight) of the Ordre national de la Légion Reddy.
d’honneur (National Order of the Legion of Honour),
France’s highest decoration, in recognition of his service
during the Second World War. Cdr Chance was presented The Editor’s pitch
with the award and accompanying medal in Vancouver by We are always looking for news from our Trustees and
the Consul General of France, M. Jean-Christophe Fleury, more often than not, with the exception of Peter Chance’s
on behalf of the President of France. The ceremony was great honour and the remarkable visit of RCNVR veteralso attended by the Lieutenant Governor of B.C., the Hon. ans John Hare, Oro, ON and Walter Avery, Grand Manan,
Judith Guichon, Minister of Veterans Affairs, the Hon. Julian NB, we are publishing stories from the East coast because this is what we know. We are interested in what
Fantino and B.C. Premier Christy Clark.
Peter was the navigating officer in HMCS Skeena you are doing and so are our Trustees. Please support
when the ship was tasked with preventing enemy submarines this magazine and tell us what you have been up to in
your local area.
from entering the landing area during the D-Day invasion.
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Bill Gard, Secretary - Board of Directors, CNMT always
goes out of his way to meet with veterans and their families
when he is out of province. Bill is a wonderful ambassador
for HMCS Sackville and is doing an excellent job reaching
out and telling our incredible story. On his last trip to Calgary
Bill met with Rose Murray who turned 102 on August 6.
Rose is the widow of Able Seaman Thomas Edward Lawrence who was lost with all hands when HMCS Shawinigan
was torpedoed in the Cabot Strait by U-1228, November
25, 1944. AB Lawrence, home on leave in Saskatoon, was
recalled to replace a crew member who had injured his hand.
See full story: http://canadasnavalmemorial.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2012/05/2012-summer-action-stations.pdf

REUNITED AFTER 61 YEARS
Hugh Sproule
I am a big fan of Action Stations and often spend a great
deal of time going through each edition. In the 2012 Fall
edition I came across a picture of John Hare - whom I knew
as "Jack Rabbit" - in his best tiddly uniform taken in Port
Credit, Ontario. The article referred to the donation of his
old blue RCN Life Jacket to the CNMT collection and of
which I was intimately familiar - having worn it many a
time. Eons ago I joined the 1st Port Credit Sea Scouts and

upon his return from the war Jack
became out Scout Leader. In those
days he was an ardent sail boat
racer and I became a member of
his racing crew. Although there
was a difference in our age we
became friends. I hasten to add
that Jack's influence on an impressionable teen helped me decide to
join the Navy as you can see in
this photo of me as a new Leading Seaman. Through Action Stations I was able to rekindle my
friendship with Jack and we have
been in touch ever since. Years
have passed since we were last together but all that changed this summer when he came to
visit me here in Digby where we sat and chatted in our front
yard on the Annapolis Basin. From our vantage point we
could look over the water directly at the former HMCS
Cornwallis - Jack's RCNVR starting place in 1943, while I
followed along in 1951. Prior to this precious glimpse into
the past, the last time we saw each other was while I was on
leave in the winter of 1953. The reuniting after 61 years
was a real joy, a moment we will both cherish..

It was good to see Bruce Udle in from Dorval for the AGM
but somehow he didn’t get the message that it was a week
later. Despite this small communication error Bruce made
good use of his time onboard with an endless of supply of
salty dips for us all. One particular favourite was how he
was engaged by the late Bruce Oland to teach him how to
use the bos’n’s call to settle a wardroom bet. Cmdre Oland
serving on the carrier HMCS Magnifient bound for the Coronation Fleet Review at Spithead at the time. At the end of
the transit Oland had reached a high level of proficiency
that impressed all and was much to the dismay of his bunk
mates who had to ante up.
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PAWS FUR THOUGHT - SERVICE DOG SUPPORT

The Nova Scotia Naval Association of Canada (NSNAC) carried out a fundraising drive among serving and retired
members of the naval/military community to purchase a trained service dog for a deserving veteran suffering PTSD/
health issue. A cheque for $5,000 was presented to Ronald Trowsdale, president of Nova Scotia/Nunavut Command of
the Royal Canadian Legion to purchase a service dog for a veteran and to support the work of veteran Medric Cousineau
and the Paws Fur Thought project to assist veterans. Taking part in the presentation during NSNAC’s annual garden party
at Royal Artillery Park Officers Mess, Halifax were, from left front row: Jocelyn Cousineau, Ken Isles, president of
NSNAC; Kim Gingell, service dog trainer; Medric Cousineau, Ronald Trowsdale, Jessy Brunet, service dog trainer and
Clarice Derible; and at rear, fundraising organizers CNMT Trustees Bernard Derible and Don Uhrich. (Bill Gard photo)

ADPNA TAKES HMCS SACKVILLE ON THE ROAD CREATING AWARENESS
THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE

http://adpna.com/
Shipmates from the Admiral Desmond Piers Naval Association (ADPNA) mustered forward of a model of HMCS
Sackville before participating in the Big Ex Parade in Bridgewater, NS. The model was “rescued” from the boatshed in
Cornwallis by the ADPNA and refitted for the Naval Centennial in 2010. The model is the highlight of many community
parades and this year was awarded the grand prize for best float. (L to R) Verne Lunan, Ed Toombs, Elmer Mason, Merle
Strong, Milt Williams, Ron Lepage, Steve Daubs, Ron Jefferson and “Recruits” Shane and Dakota Bruhm.
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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC PILGRIMAGE 2015

Graham McBride with Sackville II
after she passed her stability trials

As many of you know our semi-annual trips to Londonderry, Northern Ireland have been especially popular and
2015 was to be our year to go again. But there has been a
change in plans! Our NI Royal Naval Association hosts have
decided to come and visit us instead and we are thrilled at
the prospect of returning some of the fine hosptiality that
we have enjoyed so much over the years. Last year we hosted
a domestic pilgrimage to Halifax and next year’s event will
be much more expansive/exhaustive if that is possible.
Given that 2015 will be a huge year of celebrations commemorating the end of the Battle of the Atlantic, good things

The Invasion Diaries
by Bill Gard

are already in place to make the pilgrimage most enjoyable.
The Battle of the Atlantic concert on Tuesday, 28 April and
continuing on with the blessing of HMCS Sackville II in
the Public Gardens before she is launched into Griffon’s
pond for the summer season are just a sample of what to
expect. While we probably won’t be joined by a member of
the Royal family like we were in Londonderry, we promise
a visit to our East Coast Port a pilgrimage to remember.
If you are interested in attending please let me know
as we already have a sign up sheet for our famous Battle of
the Atlantic Dinner. pr@canadasnavalmemorial.ca
cessfully guided his LCA 1151 though mines and sharp spars
and delivered them to the beach area. It was not an easy
operation, as the LCA had to work through a number of
setbacks and a number of attempts to land. Fred's LCA
spent five hours on the beach before commencing a return
to the ship. The five other boats which deployed with LCA
1151 were not so fortunate. Fred also participated in the
landings in Sicily, France and Greece. Throughout the war,
Fred kept a diary which he updated every two weeks.
On June 03, 2014 just before the 70th Anniversary
commemoration, Michael Harrigan of the Shannex Halifax
Parkland Retirement Living complex, organized an event
in their facility for Fred to read from his diary to an audience of 60+ people. Fred's diary entries and his voice took
the audience back to the initial landing that morning with a
description of what took place. He transformed his writings into a book entitled "The Invasion Diaries", the proceeds of which, Fred has generously donated to the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust. Bravo Zulu Fred !
Fred's interview with the Canadian Army can be found
on Youtube "The Invasion Diaries" https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtEhoGoTa_o. In addition,
his published book is available for $14.95 (114 pages) from
Veterans Affairs publications (http://veteranspublications.com/p/book.html) .

Fred Turnbull was 17 in 1942 when he joined the RCNVR
in Montreal, QC. During training, he saw a notice for Naval
Operations service and signed up. Two years later, he was
the bowman of one of six Landing Craft Assault (LCA)
boats, from HMCS Prince David , landing in the first wave D-Day Painted by Thomas (Tom) Wood in 1944. The D-Day
on Juno Beach, June 6 1944. With forty-four soldiers of the invasion of 6 June 1944 involved more than 100 Canadians ships and
Chaudiere Regiment on board, 19 year old Turnbull suc- 10,000 sailors.
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE CHARLES, THE PRINCE OF WALES
AND CAMILLA, THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL VISIT HALIFAX

Photo: Sgt Ronald Duchesne, Rideau Hall

While the royal couple was not able to join us onboard during
their mid-May visit to Halifax they did meet several of our
Trustees who undoubtedly made them aware of our good
ship. Commander George Forward in particular spent
considerable time with the Prince as the parade commander
for Royal Guard during the arrival ceremonies in Halifax's
Grand Parade.
The royal schedule was filled with commemorative
events including a private visit with the families of Nova
Scotians lost in Afghanistan, a visit to the Admiral Desmond
Piers Military Family Resource Centre (MFRC) and Pier
21, Canada's Immigration Museum and departure point of
almost half a military personnel during the war and
disembarkation of 43,454 war brides and their 20,997
children after the war ended.
During the visit to the MFRC, Commander ret'd
Heather Armstrong was recognized for her "dedication,
leadership, compassion and outstanding contributions made
in laying the foundation for the creation of the Shearwater
Military Family Resource Center and for the changes she
stewarded throughout her career on behalf of Canadian
Forces families" and was then presented with a Spirit of
Military Families coin by the Prince.

Cdr ret’d Heather Armstrong and their Royal Highnesses at the
Admiral Desmond Piers Military Family Resource Centre in Halifax.

At Pier 21, WWII veterans and war brides were
invited to lunch with the couple. This very fortunate group
included fifteen of our Trustees who regaled the couple with
salty dips from the war. Prince Charles, not missing a trick,
was quick to recognize Sackville ties on many of the guests.

HRH sharing a moment with Vern Toole, onboard HMCS Algonquin at HRH Prince Charles dining with Jim Bond, Sherry Richardson and
George McLeod at Pier 21 with the Stadacona Band performing for the
D-Day, and his wife Peggy.
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Commander (Ret'd) Patrick Charlton
Welcome Aboard to our new members! Phase One of the Membership
Campaign launched in June with promotional packages being sent to over
eighty units across the country including HMC Ships and Submarines, shore
units, Naval Reserve Divisions, Naval Schools, and all Headquarters in
Ottawa, Esquimalt, Quebec City and Halifax. We are hoping for a very
positive response from individuals and groups who are interested in helping us preserve and operate HMCS SACKVILLE, and thereby being part a
very unique and historical endeavour. Phase Two of the campaign is
underway and more details will be provided in the fall timeframe. Just a
reminder: SACKVILLE membership posters (bilingual), application, renewal and donation forms (english and french) are available for download
from the CNMT website at www.canadasnavalmemorial.ca. Annual memberships are due on the anniversary of the initial month of joining. You can
renew offline using the downloadable forms or by using the website directly (VISA, M/C, AMEX or PayPal).
Dr. Peter Gregory Monteith, Chicheston, UK
accepting navy decanters from Sackville’s 1st
Lieutenant Scott Smith for both he and his
brother Chris in Plymouth UK on becoming Life
Members.

LIFE MEMBERS
Elizabeth Apold
Anne C. Baker
Patricia Bonneau
Peter Butler
David Craig
William Fitt
Andrew Jacobson

William R. Johnston
Steve Jorgensen
Rosemary McCain-McMillin
Brian Nadwidny
Richard Payne
Greg Pottinger
Mitchell Stokes

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Harvey Adams
Kevin Baker
Roger Boutilier
Roger Boutin
W. Billings Colpitts
Richard Courchesne
Justin Evaniew
Gary Kuhrt
Laurie Mang

Natasha Mang
Thomas Mulcair
John McCann
David Peer
John Stewart
Melarie St. Jean
Kathie Swenson
Fred Turnbull
Robert Watt

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Lieutenant Commander ret’d Pat Jessup
It has been busy summer on the Halifax waterfront. This
year we introduced a survey in an effort to make our
marketing more effective. In general terms we collected
demographic information that included home town, how
did they hear about the ship and what was their interest in
coming aboard. We were quite surprised by the results
finding that the majority of our visitors were from Ontario
who happened to be walking along the waterfront and saw
the ship alongside. Many were the children or grandchildren
of men and women who had served in the navy at one point
and wanted to share their story.
Also of interest is that our rating on Trip Advisor the premier online travel research tool - for the second year
in a row we have been awarded a Certificate of Excellence
and ranked 9 out of 75 attractions in Halifax. An increase
in visitors this summer is reflected in this rating. We are
also doing very well in social media with over 1600
followers on Twitter.
This year the ship’s interpretation team put a large
part of our collection on display and increasing the spaces
available to visit. The galley, sick bay, canteen and forward
mess are our greatest draw and receive the best comments
in our visitors’ book and online. Recognizing that we are a
very good home for WWII naval artifacts that may be

collecting dust in someone’s basemant has paid dividends
from near and far. A pristine and complete set of brass rum
measures from a private collection in Stewiake is prompting
us to do a display on the rum tot issue for next season. A set
of chart weights from Gord Hurlburt in Calgary will greatly
enhance our Wheelhouse chart table while Trustee and
volunteer Guy Ouellet has brought several items including
his kit bag. David Savas in Ontario donated his father’s
model of HMCS Sackville which is now on display in the
CFB Borden’s museum for use by our very active National
Councillor David Aspden from Barrie. The family of
Isabelle MacDonald gave us a collection of letters and letters
from the war that also include important newpaper articles.
We also received a ceramic sailor - much in demand and
hard to find - from past-curator the late Fred McKee’s
nephew David Connors. All in all we are very pleased with
these donations and many of them have already been put to
very good use on the ship.
Next summer we will be opening the Chief’s and POs
mess to the public and are a bit shy on day to day creature
comforts from WW2 for this area. Bill Mullin brought in
period National Geographics for our mannequins to read
but it would be good if they had some board games or
musical instruments to play in their spare time.
In closing, thanks all for your support this year. Your
letters and emails have been especially encouraging.
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THE MAILBAG
I read with interest Michael Whitby's article on
the sinking of Athabaskan and the friendly fire
theory. I was one of the five men who bought
Haida when she was to be scrapped in 1963, and
I became involved because my father, Lieutenant Leslie Ward, was one of those lost when Athabaskan
was sunk, in company with Haida.
When the documentary Unlucky Lady was made, I
went to the wreck site with my son Mark, who was one of
the five divers who visited Athabaskan's hull in 50 fathoms
of water. He placed on the hull, a plaque supplied by the
Department of National Defence in memory of the 128 who
were lost. Athabaskan's hull is lying on her starboard side,
with the stern blown right off. Mark placed the plaque on
the port bilge keel, at almost the exact spot where the "second torpedo" is supposed to have hit. There was no damage
to Athabaskan' port side from bow to amidships.
There's no doubt that the hit, port side, just under the
after flag deck, resulted in burning of a fuel tank, then eventual explosion of the four inch and depth charge magazines.
I do question the verdict that it was a torpedo which caused
the fire and eventual explosion. I believe it could have been
gunnery from either a shore battery or one of the German
Elbing class destroyers. In that action Haida was using
flashless cordite, while Athabaskan was not. Athabaskan
would have been the only target. Athabaskan was firing
starshell to illuminate the targets for Haida. German gunnery was really excellent. The damage Athabaskan suffered
is quite consistent with a salvo of shells striking her at the
waterline, right under the after flag deck. It seems to me
that a torpedo hit there would have done far more instant
damage to the fuel bunker, and the magazines.
Peter Ward
Ottawa, ON
"The Loss of HMCS Athabaskan" article by
Michael Whitby in the Spring issue of Action
Stations prompted Bill Dziadyk of Ottawa to provide additional information on the historic painting, 'Canadian Destroyer Haida stops to pick up
survivors from the Athabaskan.' A photo of the painting by
William McDowell accompanied the article.
Mr Dziadyk, NAC Ottawa Branch member and heritage director of HMCS Bytown writes: "I first became a
member of HMCS Bytown Wardroom in January 1975 when
I was posted from Halifax to Ottawa as a young lieutenant
with my family. With the exception of a few disruptions
due to postings we have been members of Bytown ever since.
In our early years I don't think that we really appreciated
the significance and value of some of the heritage items in
the possession and care of the mess. However, over time we
learned that there is much more intrinsic and real value to
the heritage items for which we are all the custodians.
I became the heritage member of the Board of Directors and the Mess Committee in 2008. One of my first tasks
(with the help of Jerry Wynnyk) was to perform an inventory audit of all of our historic memorabilia, paintings and
other heritage items. This audit included taking photographs
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Peter (L) and Mark Ward at gravesite of sailor lost when Athabaskan
was torpedoed. Mark is the first and only Canadian to dive on HMCS
Athabaskan featured in a History Television documentary..

For more information on HMCS Athabaskan see:
http://www.forposterityssake.ca/Navy/
HMCS_ATHABASKAN_G07.htm
http://www.navalreview.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/vol5num2/
vol5num2art5.pdf Kriegsgefangenenlager:
A POW’s Account of the Loss of Athabaskan in 1944

of all items and producing a detailed inventory listing with
estimated value. One byproduct of our inventory audit is
that we gained a much better appreciation of the value and
history related to some of the heritage items of which we
are custodians of. One specific example is an original painting which many people who viewed it over the years thought
that it was just a black and white print. We believe that this
World War Two painting is very special to the history of the
Royal Canadian Navy ... and we feel compelled to share it.
To mark the 70th Anniversaries of the commissioning and
the loss of the first HMCS Athabaskan, HMCS Bytown Inc
produced 300 limited edition prints of the historic painting
by William McDowell (1888-1950). HMCS Athabaskan
(G07), a Tribal class destroyer, was built at the Vickers
Armstrong shipyard and was commissioned into the RCN 3
Feb 1943. Athabaskan was lost in the English Channel on
the night of 29 April 1944. McDowell completed the painting in May 1944, shortly after the loss of HMCS Athabaskan
which is the subject of this painting.
In 1948, the original painting was presented to HMCS
Bytown by Commodore George "Gus" Ralph Miles, OBE,
when he served as president of the mess. He was the first
commanding officer of Athabaskan from her commission-

ing until 22 Oct 1943. On 27 Aug 1943 during an anti-submarine chase in the Bay of Biscay, Athabaskan was struck
by a Henschel Hs 293 radio-controlled glider bomb. Miles
brought his severely damaged ship safely back to port for
repairs and was awarded a "Mention in Dispatches" for his
actions. In October 1943, he handed over his command to
Lieutenant Commander John Stubbs. Just six months after
that change of command, Athabaskan was torpedoed and
lost; 128 officers and men (including the commanding officer ) were lost, 83 were taken prisoner and 44 were rescued by HMCS Haida (G63) (Commander Harry DeWolf
in command). Many of the survivors, who are dramatically
depicted in McDowell's painting struggling towards Haida
in the cold dark sea off the enemy-held coast of France,
were close friends and former shipmates of Cmdre Miles.
It is very fitting that this historic RCN painting is displayed
in the DeWolf Room of the Bytown Wardroom. In
McDowell's painting we can clearly see Captain DeWolf
on Haida's port bridge wing, in charge of the rescue efforts
during a lull in the battle. (In 1943, Harry DeWolf was the
founder and first president of HMCS Bytown Naval Officers' Mess prior to his being appointed to command Haida).
William McDowell (1888-1950) began his career as a
draughtsman at the Vickers Naval Construction Shipyard in
Barrow, Eng. He became a professional marine and war artist whose many works demonstrated precision and detail,
as is effectively demonstrated in the subject painting.
McDowell painted his original works quickly and spontaneously on beige colored illustration board using water and
Chinese ink.
The print image has been digitally restored by a professional artist and a former shipmate of mine, Barry Tate.
The original painting had poetically suffered some of its
own battle scars over the years. Through a long process
On January 22, 2014 the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust members and design team convened a
meeting at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic
to present their design concept for a structure to
display HMCS Sackville at Sackville Landing,
Halifax. It is the last of Canada's naval corvettes made famous for their contribution to the success of the Battle of
Atlantic in World War II. Special invited guests included
members of the Armed Forces, Design Engineers, various
government officials, representatives of associations, industry, corporations and others. The concept was shown on
screen, placards, presenters, with an adequate question period. Refreshments were provided.
The Battle of Atlantic place is not a museum, but it
will be a permanent facility that will be an innovative and
experiential centre where guests will learn about the greatest naval battle of World War II. HMCS Sackville will be
the most significant attraction for visitors on Halifax's board
walk. Few if any Canadians are aware of the valuable and
critical role of the Canadian navy. And that Admiral Murray
was the only Canadian to command a theatre of war, the
North West Atlantic in World War II.
As a trustee of HMCS Sackville I attended the presentation and will provide some of my observations of the
proposed design of the Battle of Atlantic Place. It is a conspicuous and innovative structure made of transparent material with a small pair shaped roof. HMCS Sackville will
be suspended in a cradle and visible from both the exterior

Canadian Destroyer “Haida” stops to pick up survivors of the
“Athabaskan” by William McDowell. Image is Copyright 2013 HMCS
Bytown Incorporated and is reproduced herein with the
permission of HMCS Bytown. Ed note: In the spring issue of Action
Station the painting was erroneously called “Canadian Destroyer Haida
rescuing Athabaskan survivors”. Mea culpa

using state-of-the-art photo editing tools, Barry has carefully restored the image used in these limited edition prints
to the original May 1944 condition of the artwork.
The limited edition prints, with certificates of
authenticity, are available for $150 plus HST and
shipping costs. Contact Barry Tate for details and to
order prints:
www.tinyurl.com/Haida-Athabaskan
Haida-Athabaskan@barrytate.com
(250) 655-4535 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM PST
and interior. There is ample viewing space inside to walk
around the ship and gangway to visit the vessel. The public
will be able to view interactive and technical displays to
demonstrate submarine and aerial warfare during convoy
operations. We have been assured the role of the Canadian
merchant navy will be included in the displays and representatives be invited to attend future planning meetings. Also
included in the proposed structure is a large auditorium
space, a special restaurant, café space, information centre, a
souvenir shop, special rooms to accommodate maintenance
and repair program, store rooms, rest rooms, etc.
Battle of Atlantic Place should be completed by 2017
to celebrate Canada's 150th anniversary, subject to funding,
which is estimated to be $180-220 million. All levels of
government, industry, corporations, armed services and the
Canadian public are being requested to contribute to the
Battle of the Atlantic Place.
On behalf of HMCS Sackville I would highly encourage our remaining members to contribute to this national memorial facility. When completed it will be a lasting shrine to all those seafarers and others who served their
country in the Battle of the Atlantic in World War II. We
have great memories and pride of our seafaring accomplishments. Please support Canada's National Naval Memorial.
E-mail: office@battleoftheatlanticplace.ca.
Captain Earle Wagner
Halifax, NS
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I just came across an electronic version of Actions
Stations, the Winter 2014 Edition, and I was truly
overwhelmed by the articles and the presentations.
It enjoyed reading every line in this Edition.
I was particularly taken by the article
Dentistry by Proxy, written by Peter Chance. It brought back
memories of my time onboard HMCS Cayuga.

Enclosed is a short article for the Maritime Engineering Journal, for the June 1996 Edition, regarding the great
impostor, more particularly the making of the film in Halifax.
Kind regards,
Roger Cyr

WILL THE REAL IMPOSTOR PLEASE STAND UP!
In the fall of 1959 I graduated from the naval Demara's duplicitious life arrived in Halifax to film some
communications school in HMCS Cornwallis as an ordinary action sequences on board Cayuga. But there was a problem.
seaman "sparker" and was posted to my first ship, the tribal- Cayuga was ready-duty ship and had to spend time on
class destroyer HMCS Cayuga. I duly travelled to Halifax, Checker stations at sea. The ship was unavailable. Instead,
the Navy decided to use HMCS
but when I reported on board something
Athabaskan for the shots and changed the
unusual happened. Everyone began
ship's pennant number from 219 to 218
asking me if I was another impostor.
so that she could pass for her sister ship.
Rather puzzled by all these questions, I
During the two following weekends, the
asked why. I was then told the story of
Halifax dockyard was treated to the
Ferdinand Waldo Demara Jr., the Great
curious sight of two of Her Majesty's
Impostor.
Canadian ships bearing the same 218 hull
The now legendary episode
number.
occurred during the Korean conflict. Mr.
Some months later there was a
Demara, an American, had stolen the
special screening of the film "The Great
identity papers of a Dr. Joseph C. Cyr of
Impostor," and the crew of Cayuga was
New Brunswick and passed himself as a
given free tickets to attend. To this day,
physician to join the Royal Canadian
ex-Cayugas are reluctant to admit
Navy. The RCN was very short of
publicly that it is not their ship that
medical officers at the time, and no
appears in the film. This naturally begs
background check was made on the good
the question, Who is the biggest impostor
(but bogus) doctor. After a brief period
- Demara for representing himself as a
of recruit training, Demara was posted
doctor, Athabaskan for posing as Cayuga,
to HMCS Cayuga as the M.O., and on
or the Cayuga crew for pretending it is
July 5, 1950 found himself on his way
“Sparker” Cyr in Cayuga
their ship in the movie?
to Korea.
The new Surgeon-Lieutenant Cyr
soon became famous in the Canadian press for the numerous Following a 35-year career in the Canadian Navy, the real
surgical operations he performed on wounded Koreans Roger Cyr retired as a commander CSE in 1992. At the time
rescued by Cayuga. The press coverage proved his undoing, of writing the article Roger was employed by the NATO
however, when the real Dr. Cyr exposed the fraud. Demara Support Agency in Luxembourg, serving as chief of the NATO
was immediately released from the Navy to continue his Theater Contracting Team with the Bosnian Peace
Implementation Force. After NATO, Roger returned to
imposturing in other professions.
Once I knew the story, of course, I understood why Canada to take up employment with the Canadian Air
everyone had been asking if Ordinary Seaman Cyr were Transport Security Authority, as advisor on baggage systems
just another impostor. A few months after I joined ship, a at Canadian airports across Canada. He is now retired and
Hollywood film crew that was making a movie about lives in Victoria.

THE LAST WORD
We take great delight in reading the comments in our
visitors’ book and were especially impressed with the
entry below from future sailors living in Ontario. Thank
you to Cullen, Stephen, Hunter, Justin and Amy! We look
forward to seeing you in uniform.
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