ASaltyDip
No effort to greatfor pot ofkye
By Ed 0 'Connor
(WWll radio op in HMCS MORDEN)
Our convoy was roughly half way across the Atlantic from the U.K. when it was
struck hard by a wicked gale from the northwest. Back on the starboard quarter,
HMCS MORDEN was pitching and raHing as only a corvette can do. Wind and
seas slammed into her starboard side and gave her almost a permanent tist to port,
allowing even more water over that railing.
The watch was gathered in the mess deck and would be closing up shortly but first
we had a problem to solve. The water was turned off to ration our supply of fresh
water and it left us unable to get a pot of kye for the watch to be relieved. They
would be cold and wet and badly in need of that hot beverage. We could draw water
down in the engine room but no one was eager to go out on deck. FinaUy two of the
men volunteered and I agreed to go with them as back-up.
We donned duffle coats and lifejackets and found a farmer's milk can we had
aboard. It had a cap and handles for carrying but we'd not fill it up or it would be
too heavy to carry.
We paused in the ship's break to size up the situation and
realized the starboard side would be impossible. The port
side wasn't much better but at least it was sheltered to some
extent. We roughly timed waves at three minutes apart, not
a lot of time to make it aft ahead of the next wave. We
started to run as 5000 as MORDEN righted and we surpris·
ingly made it to the quarterdeck. Down in the engine room
we filled the canister almost half way and struggled back
up top with it. At that time I weighed less than 130 pounds,
so it was decided the other chaps would carry the can and I
would follow close behind in the event I was needed.
Again the port side looked to be our best bet and we started
offas so<?o as MORDEN righted. We'd made it only as far
as the DIe (depth charge) throwers when the ship heeled
over and we were facing a wall of water and nowhere to
go. I just had time to grab for a wire strop on a thrower with
my right hand before being lifted off ......... cont'd on pg.2 HMCS MORDON
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my feet. Just before my head went under I saw the other two
lads go overboard. There was no time to get air in my hmgs and
I was very close to blacking out, my legs being dragged pain~
fully along the rail.
When MORDEN righted the water left and I was dumped hard
onto the steel deck and came up gasping for air. The cycle was
repeated but with a difference, the two lads were back aboard
and scrambling to their feet, picking up the milk can nearby.
Somehow we made it to the mess deck before the next wave hit
and received some strange looks as we entered. One chap asked
if it was raining out or what. He was told we thought it a nice
night for a dip. Our nerves were a little tense. As we toweled off
and got out of our wet gear we described what had happened.
I seem to recall the buffer, Jack Hughes, saying. "I should put
you on charge for leaving the ship without permission."
The can had remained capped and we checked the water, found
it was just a bit salty. We had only minutes before going on
watch but quickly got the pot of water boiled for kye. It would
be a while before word got out how we had earned that water.
Today I still have ugly scars on my right leg from being dragged
along the ship's railing but it was a small price to pay for what
some might call a miracle.

Corvette Veteran Presents
Ensign to Sackville
By Brian Bowman

Note: Kye and the nun issue kept us going at sea. Food was not
all that great and sometimes ran short. Of Course we could and
did drop the odd Die to get fish but don't tell the taxpayers.

Welcome Aboard
Trustees
Cdr D.S. Ashley
Ying & Dave Gilbert
H. June Greig
Michael Houghton
Cdr Paul A. Cadeau
Lt(N) Ken Leadlay
LCdr Michael E. Cooper
Gordon Brenton
CP02 Tom Brown
Guy Dallaire
Colin Kerr

Robert Thomson
Charles MacDonald
LCdr Allan R. Guy
Megan Jane May
CMDRE Robert Davidson
Frank C. Buckley
Cdr John F. Watson
Graham Bradley
Grant Bestwick
Colin Carroll

Lt (Ret'd) Donald Bowman on HMCS EDMUNDS TON 1944

On Friday, June 8 crew and trustees of HMCS SACKVILLE as
sembled in the mess to share in a rare event. Lt (Ret'd) Donald
Bowman presented SACKVILLE with the ensign from HMCS ED
MUNDSTON (K 106), the flower class corvette in which he served
from early 1944 to the end of hostilities in 1945. How Lt Bowman
came by the ensign is a story straight from corvette tradition.
"We were in Londonderry when hostilities ended and most of the
crew was on leave. It took weeks to recall everyone and sail inde

Members of the Ship's Company
Mr. Robert W. Allan

Emily Griffin

pendently to Halifax where we hung around doing nothing. Finally,
orders came to proceed up the St. Lawrence to Sorel, near Mon
treal, where the ship would be de-commissioned," said Bowman.

From My Ditty Bag
Corvettes were bui-lt in many Canadian towns and cit
ies. What was the significant factor about the first and
last corvettes that were built?
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There were only a few crew, just enough to operate the engines.
Going up river they had to navigate a course through crowded wa
ters now ablaze with ship and shore lights. It was quite an experi
ence for a veteran of 26 Atlantic crossings who had never seen

a

ship that wasn't dark.
When the ship reached Sorel, the captain declared that he was

HMCS EDMUNDSTON
versus U877
By Brian Bowman
On Dec 27, 1944 HMCS EDMUNDSTON was involved in
the sil).king ofV877, one of the few, new type XXI V-boats
in service and possibly the last U~boat sunk in mid-At
lantic by Canadian forces. These boats were better armed
than earlier subs with an underwater dash speed of nearly
20 knots - meaning that the corvette was "punching well
above her weight."
But it. didn't check the corvette's performance. ED
MUNDSTON was one of eight escorts in an eastbound
convoy of some 40 ships. She was guarding its right flank
when she made the first ASDIC contact with U877 around
dusk.
From early 1944 and through 13 round trip crossings,
Lt Donald Bowman served in HMCS EDMUNDSTON
w

Lt (Ret'd) Donald Bowman on HMCS EDMUNDSTON 1944. The en
sign in this photo is the one he presented to HMCS SACKVILLE.

going to Montreal for the evening and would return the next day.
There would be a de-commissioning ceremony and the shore boat
wouJd take them off. He then departed, kit in hand, leaving Lt.
Bowman in charge.
At the appointed hour, on June 16, 1945, the remaining crew as
sembled on the quarterdeck to witness the arrival of the shore boat,
minus the captain. For anyone acquainted with the captain, it was a
pretty safe bet he was not rushing back. Everyone had compelling
reason to leave. For Lt Bowman it was a train ticket, a new wife and
a family business in distant Saskatoon.
The ensuing ceremony was brief.
"I hauled down the ensign, stuffed it in my kit and had to fight for a
place on the boat," said Bowman, with a smile.
But he kept it safe until this June, when, for the first time in 62
years, he was once again in a fully restored corvette, with fam
ily, fellow trustees and an admiral. For a quiet man with a vivid
memory, it was one of those big moments.
w

Lt (Ret'd) Donald Bowman, left; Vice Admiral (Ret'd) Duncan Miller and
Cdr (Ret'd) Wendall Brown with the ensign from HMCS EDMUNDSTON.

HMCS EDMUNDSTON

KJ 06 whose motto was a feisty "Seekem, Sightem, Sock
em, Sinkem." Lt Bowman recalls the action with U877.
''The conditions were nearly perfect for the V-boat,"
said Bowman. ''There was just a light swell and the con
voy was lit by the setting sun." Bowman insists that ED
MUNDSTON was first to detect, first on the scene, and
acted aggressively to make her optimistic motto an entry
in the log. "The U-boat was already inside the screen. We
knew we just had minutes," said Bowman, adding that he
is certain they delivered the package. "We made at least
three attacks before the other ships arrived," he said. "And
we never lost contact. That's unusual. I think we must have
damaged! him with our first one."
But EDMUNDSTON's contribution was overshadowed by
the unqualified success of the subsequent action and her
participation, historically, has been overlooked. Much cha
grined, she was recalled to her station when the fast, better
equipped frigates HMCS SEA CLIFF and St. THOMAS
arrived. In the ensuing action, U877 was sunk and surviv~
ing members of the crew were taken prisoner.
3.

Chair's Update
A Special Guest for Friday Lunch

I'

The Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, Mayann Francis is welcomed
aboard HMCS SACKVILLE.

The U. Governor's flag is shown flying from the mast of HMCS
SACKVILLE during herrecent noon hour Friday visit.

As we enter the fall season we can look back on a full swnmer program of activities that showcased HMCS SACKVILLE and made us all
proud to be part of the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust.
On September 14 we were honoured to have our Lieutenant Governor Mayann Francis "drop by" for lunch and to enjoy one of our regular
Friday noon sessions. Her Honour had mentioned that she wanted to make it to lunch when she dined fonnally with us on Battle ofAtlantic
and she was good to her word. What a great time we had and she enjoyed meeting many veterans and trustees and all those who attended. She
really appreciated Wendall Brown's terrific chili. Many thanks to all who belped make her infonnal visit such a success.
Ray Soucie, Kelly Power, John Hault and Wendall Brown have put together a terrific display highlighting the Trust and the Queen's Landing
Project. The display includes our new six-minute vignette which presents the pride of what we feel as a Trust. Premier Rodney MacDonald,
Tourism and Culture Minister Len Goucher and HRM Mayor Peter Kelly have all viewed the display and have been fully briefed on its con
tent when it spent two weeks at Scott Manor House Museum in Bedford. Next, the display was set up at Ithe Defence and Security Conference
at Pier 23 and will be used at the Canadian Naval Aviators Group reunion and meeting in October.
The Nova Scotia Government has approved the Queen's Landing Project's concept and is now working on timing and finances. As SACK
VILLE's hull is not getting any thicker lets spur the officials along whenever we have the opportunity. The Mayor is reportedly seeking fUnds
from the Commonwealth Games for the project - good luck Your Worship.
Our Wavy Navy players had some great fun this summer and by all accounts tour
ism was slightly better than last year. Tall Ship week was a good one and our newly
painted (in the ship's colours) ('rift Shop has done record business - well done Don
Mackey.
Our sea cadets were keen and enthusiastic and did a fine job on the brow. Ca
det OBrien was delighted to greet Her Honour and see her distinguishing pennant
hoisted during her stay.
Neil Black and Debbie Findlay organized a great team to put on the annual golf
toumament August 27 (surmy day) to raise about $10,000 for the Trust. Well done
golf organizers. Neil and Debbie also organized the second annual prayer breakfast
on Sackville Landing in mid-September. A number of dignitaries attended includ
ing our National Council Chair and fonner Lieutenant Governor Myra Freeman
as well as Trustees and Members ofParliantent Mike Savage and Peter Stoffer. It
was a wonderful service and reminded us all ofthe importance ofSACKVfLLE as
Canada's National Naval Memorial.
Our thoughts now lW1l to SACKVILLE's docking in the spring and extensive fund
raising preparation for our Capital Campaign kick off in Septemher 2008. We want
to raise $10 million to ensure Canada's Naval Memorial wiU have a proper setting
and be maintained in perpetuity within a closed complex, preferably Queen's Land
ing. We also need to ensure funds to maintain our ongoing yearly support. I will be
approaching many of you to help with what we see as the Naval Legacy Project for
the Navy's Centennial in 2010.
In closing, allow me extend a wann welcome to the new Base Commander Capt
(N) BillWoodbum who is keen to champion the Trust and HMCS SACKVILLE.
Have a great autumn ..
Vice Admiral Duncan (Dusty) Miller (Ret'd)
Chair Canadian NavaJ Memorial 'Frust
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Chair of the CNMT addressing those attending the
Prayer Breakfast at Sackville Landing.

H.M.C.S. SACKVJLLE
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October 2007
Dear Members of the Ships Company:
As a Member you would have received the May/June issue of our newsletter "Action Stations".
If you have enjoyed reading "Actions Stations" I encourage you to become a Trustee. Member
ship benefits include receiving six bi-monthly issues of'Action Stations" as well as the Trust's
Annual Report. Other privileges include a membership in HMCS SACKVILLE All-Ranks
Mess and invitations to attend social and ceremonial events held on board the ship, including
the Friday lunch buffet. You are also entitled to attend and vote at any general meeting of the
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust and are eligible for election to the Board of Directors and ap
pointment to the National Council.
As your representatives on the Board, we are working on your behalf to support and preserve
SACKVlLLE'S future, but you also play an extremely important role in this task. You are the
ambassadors of our heritage and we need your support. The most important thing that you can
do for the Trust, next to making your personal contribution, is to tell the SACKVILLE story to
any Canadian who will listen and to recruit at least one new member each year. Word of mouth
and pride of ownership are the most effective ways of reaching out to Canadians and gaining
their support for what we truly believe is an important cause. Your active support in this regard
is needed now.
If you haven't yet made your 2007 contribution, please consider renewing your membership at
the Trustee level. A contribution form is enclosed. As you can see from reports in Action Sta
tions big things are in store for the Trust and HMCS SACKVILLE; however, we need a strong
membership base to do this.
We ask that each and every one of you answer the call to action. Help us make Canadians
aware that the Naval Memorial is to the Nation a coming of age for Canada at sea and as such
SACKVILLE is as important and significant to us as the Vimy Memorial. Thank you for your
continuing support.
Sincerely,

Commodore Ken McMillan (Ret'd)
Chairman of the 200712008 Annual Fund & Recruiting Committee

H.M.C.S. SACKVILLE

THE CANADIAN NAVAL MEMORIAL TRUST
HMCS SACKVILLE
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The Trust is dedicated to preserve and maintain HMCS SACKVILLE as Canada's Naval Memorial

o
o
o
o

Member of the Ships Company Donation - $25 per calendar year.
Trustee Donation - $75 per calendar year.
Endowment Fund Donation
------------I am willing to become a Life Trustee and prepared to make a one-time donation of $1 ,000.00,
or ten consecutive monthly payments of$100.00.

Name

Rank (if appropriate)

_

Address

---------------------------------

City

_

Province / State- - - -

E-Mail

Postal Code- - - - - - - - ; - 

_

Credit Card:

VISA / MasterCard

Number

---------------

Expiry_ _I

_

Date- - - - - - - - - Telephone

('-_~)

Signature

Name

--------------"'--

_

_

Cheque
Please make your cheque payable to: THE CANADIAN NAVAL MEMORIAL TRUST
Mail to: HMCS SACKVILLE, PO Box 99000, STN Forces, Halifax NS B3K 5X5
For on-line donations please visit our website: www.canadiannavalmemorial.org
If you wish to contact us by email with questions, comments or address changes, please visit our web
site or send an email to:secretary@hmcssackviUe-cnmt.ns.ca
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE: CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION REF. NO. BN
118834720 RROOOI
Feedback: In order to help use better tell the SACKVILLE story please provide us with some feedback
as to what encouraged you to support the CNMT?

Canadian Naval Review
HMCS Sackville was featured prominently in the
Summer issue of the Canadian Naval Review. This
publication highlighted a picture of HMCS Sack
vilJe on the front cover and a two-page article enti
tled "Ensuring HMCS Sackville Will Survive For
ever". Thank you to Jacqui Good for her hard work
and dedication in crafting this article. A special
thank you to the Editorial Board of the CNR for al
lowing us the opportunity to share with Canadians
our vision for Canada's Naval Memorial.

Vice Admiral DeWolf Exhibit August 13-26, 2007
Scott Manor House Bedford Nova Scotia
The Program Committee of the Scott Manor House
sponsored an Exhibit on Vice Admiral Harry De
Wolf and the Battle of the Atlantic. Thank you to
this committee for inviting us to participate in this
event. It was a wonderful opportunity for the Trust
to educate the public and promote the work we are
doing to preserve HMCS SackvilIe.

The Canadian Naval Review is published quarterly
by the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies at Dal
housie University. It examines a wide range of na
val and maritime security issues from a Canadian
perspective. In particular CNR focuses on strate
gic concepts, policies, historical perspectives, pro
curement programs and operations of the Canadian
Navy, and national security in general.
If you are interested in subscription information
please contact: Canadian Naval Review, Centre for
Foreign Policy Study, Dalhousie University,
Halifax NS B3H 4H6. Phone: (902) 494-3769,
Email: naval.review@dal.ca
Website: www.naval.review.cfps.dal.ca

if

DEFSEC
nc
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DEFSEC Atlantic 2007
September 5-7, 2007
Cunard Centre
Halifax, Nova Scotia

We would like to thank Mr. Colin Stephenson,
Executive Director of the Nova Scotia International
Air Show and the Canadian Defence Security and
Aerospace Exhibition Atlantic for giving the Trust
an opportunity to participate in this international
conference as an exhibitor. This was a wonderful
chance for our volunteers to network while increas
ing the exposure of HMCS Sackville to members of
the Defence industry.
Up Coming Events:
Canadian Naval Air Group (CNAG) Reunion
- Meet & Greet on Friday October 5, Halifax Mar
riott. A special thank you to Mr. Eric Edgar for
extending an invitation to participate in this event.

If you know of other public events and oppor
tunities where we can play our vignette, set up
a display of information and artifacts or speak
about the work we are doing to preserve Cana
da's Naval Memorial we would love to hear
from you.
Veterans Affairs Research Project
NEEDED URGENTLY: Names and contact
information for Veterans of the Canadian wwn
Corvette service, in-particular HMCS SACK
VILLE. Please contact John Hault, Curator,
HMCS Sackvitle at 902-425-1612, by email at
jhault@ns.sympatico.ca or by mail
HMCS Sackville,
PO Box 99000 STN FORCES
Halifax, NS, B3K 5X5

LEAVE A LEGACY

M

Did You Know....

If you hold publicly traded securities in which
you havesubstantial capital gains you can avoid
the tax on thosegains by donating securities of
an equivalent amount toa registered charity and
receive a tax receipt for 100% of the donation.

Example:
If you have $100,000 in capital gaiins to report,
50% of the capital gain is subject to tax (in this
case $50,000) at your marginal tax rate. If you
donate $50,000 to charity you get a charitable
tax receipt for $50,000 which counteracts the
capital gain tax therefore your net tax on the
capital gain is $0.
Confidentiality  All discussions with the eNMT are
confidential and are completely without obligation to
you. The information provided in this insert is ofa
general nature only, and does not constitute legal or
financial planning advice, Because estate and taxa
tion laws are subject to change, prospective donors
are strongly encouraged to obtain legal, estate and!
orfinancial planning advice prior to making a deci
sion to contribute,to the Trust through ils planned
giving program.

For a FREE Will Planner or for more informa
tion about how you can make a planned gift to
the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, please con
tact Kelly Power, Director of Development, at
(902) 721-1206, bye-mail atpower.km@forces.
gc.ca or return the form below to:
Canadian Naval Memorial Trust
HMCS SACKVILLE
PO Box 99000, Stn Forces
Halifax NS B3K 5X5

Create a Legacy - HMCS SACKVILLE, A world to discover for future generations

-

A gift in your will to the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust is a simple and thoughtful way you can create a lasting legacy that
will help to enhance and preserve Canada's Naval Memorial- HMCS SACKVILLE.

o
o

I have already included the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust in my will.
I would like to learn more about how I can remember the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust in my will.
o Tell be about the benefits of gifting RRSP, RRIF or pension funds.
D I would like to learn about donating appreciated securities.
o Tell me more about how charitable gift annuities can provide tax-advantaged income.
iJ Please send me a complimentary Will Planner.
D I am interested in volunteering with the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust.
Name:

------------

Address:

----....,.----

Telephone:

_

E-mail:

-----------------

Another Voyage to Murmansk
By Martin A. Eisenhauer
I went over on the Queen Mary from Halifax in August of 1943. She landed in the
Clyde and [ had a few days offbefore proceeding to London. I was drafted to HMS
WhitehalJ, a V and W destroyer ofWWl. She had been converted and was fe-outfit
ted for anti-submarine work. She could throw a pattern of II depth charges at one
time and her forecastle deck was fitted with a new weapon known as Hedgehog. This
consisted of a grouping of 24 50·1 b. bombs which when fired went forward over the
bow. Ilf one or more hit a submarine it blew holes in the hull sinking the submarine
which never had a chance to send a signal to Berlin that it was under attack.
I joined HMS Whitehall in the Clyde. Our first voyage was to the Azores as escort
to a troop ship as the British decided to lake over the islands to prevent their use by
U-boats. This was a month's duration and then we returned to the Clyde.
On a beautiful Sunday morning, on our return voyage to' the Clyde, we detected a
U-boat on the surface and im med iately attacked. She dived and we attacked her with
Hedgehog and one of them struck the subm arine. There were no survi vors but a lot
of wreckage floated to the surface.
On arrival at the Clyde we refueled, took aboard heavy clothing, which meant we
were going to Murmansk. We left the Clyde and went north to the Shetlands and
Orkney Islands and Iceland. The convoy was in two sections, each with 27 ships.
We were in the second section and had 27 escorts, most of them were destroyers.
On the way north we left the convoy and made a fast trip iDlo Seydisfjord where
we topped oIT our fuel and then rejoined the convoy. We did not have any enemy
activity during that voyage. We spent a couple of days in Murmansk but no one was
allowed ashore. On the return trip we escorted empty ships which were met by Ca
nadian escorts north of Scotland and we returned to base in the Clyde.
The next voyage started about one week later and again we met our ships north
of Scotland where they had been escorted by Canadian ships which then returned
to Halifax. We carried on north as escort, again stopping in Seydisfjoerd for fuel.
That night when we went back to sea the Northern Lights were so bright I took my
book and leaned against the warm stack and proved I could read by the light of the
Northem Lights.
The next day we were spotted hy a JU88 which had six engines and signaled U
boats of our location. We knew that the German battle ship "Scharnhorst" was in
Alta Fjord on the northern tip ofNorway. In addition to the destroyer escorts we had
three British cruisers as part of the escort.
Christmas Day was so stormy that there was no enemy activity and our Christmas
dinner consisted of bully beef sandwiches. The next day the storm had passed and
at 9 a.m. the Scharnhorst made her appearance. A battle started between the three
cruisers and the Scharnhorst and another battle started between a wolf pack ofsub
marines and our escort. We estimated that there were seven submarines attacking.
Whitehall, along with another destroyer, HMS Wrestler, chased a submarine and
got it down. We carried on a heavy attack with depth charges. At 11 a.m. we were
mid way between the Scharnhorst and the three British cruisers. We sent a signal
to the cruisers that we would leave the submarine and go back to the convoy. The
submari nes kept the attack goi ng all day and the sound and vibrations of the depth
charges kept going throughout the day. The Scharnhorst turned and !'led back toward
her base in Alta Fjord. HMS Duke of York had been 350 mi les south of us when
the action started and she came toward us at full speed. The fleet destroyers and the
cruisers followed her south and the Duke of York met up with the Scharnhorst at 7
p. m. The destroyers were ordered to attack the Scharnhorst with torpedoes whiIc the
Duke of York attacked her with heavy guns. The destroyers did major damage to her
propellers and her rudder so that she could only go in circles. The Scharnhorst sank
around 8 p.m. There were 11 survivors out ofa crew of 1500.
Meanwhile the convoy and her escort kept the submarines away from the merchant
ships. The first convoy section had reached Murmansk and their escort was, ordered
to help the second section get around North Cape. A new destroyer, "Venus", came
down through the convoy to take position at the rear and was almost immediately
hit in her propellers by a .torpedo. Seven stokers found them selves in the frigid wa
ler. The command engineer, who was an excellent swimmer, got a raft overboard
and jumped into the water after the raft and managed to get the seven stokers and
the raft back to a rescue ship. The rescue ship upset the raft and all the stokers

went back into the water. The command engineer was able
to get three stokers into the raft once again and succeeded
in getting them rescued. We were successful in getting all
the merchant ships into Murmansk and did not lose one.
The next month found us back again off North Cape. This
time the German Navy had many more submarines to use
against us going around the North Cape. There followed
four days of the greatest surface ship submarine battle in
history to that time. Our ship was credited with sinking
two submarines. German aircraft attacked the convoy with
circling torpedoes. Our anti aircraft fire was so heavy that
they did not get a hit with any of their torpedoes.
I slept in my bunk completely dressed with jacket, boots
and hat on so when we rang for "action stations" I could
almost fly to the engine room.
The battle with the submarines kept on until we were get
ting into shallow water where they could no longer attack
us. German aircraft also attacked the ships when they ar
rived at Murmansk but the Russian aircraft were able to
prevent them from getting hits on any ships. During this
time and on this entire voyage, the sun did not come above
the horizon, although it was half light from I! a.m. wltil 1
p.m. when it got totally dark again.
Aircraft did not attack the empty ships we escorted baek to
the Atlantic, although V-boats attacked again. Our escort
was so heavy that their effectiveness was cancelled
Editor's Note: On October 31,1943, the German submarine
U-306 was sunk off the Azores by the British destroyer
HMS Whitehall and the British corvette HMS Geranium.
On January 30, 1944 Whitehall and H MS Malton were
credited with the sinking of the German sub U-314.

Commissioning of Schamhorst January, 1939
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Letter Recalls Life in Gunnery School
This is another letter writ
ten by Lt. Robert Hughes
RCNVR (the second in
a series of three) to his
close friend and co-work
er, Clifford Daniels. The
letter was written while
attending the Gunnery
School in Halifax in 1940.
Lt. Hughes went down
withHMCS SPIKENARD.

Lt. Robert Hughes

Admiralty House

July3, 1940
Dear Cliff:
Well, you old bugger, Y0l!l won't even write to a home
sick sailor, so I guess ]'11 have to do it. But I'm just knocking
off this little business to keep my typing finger in practice,
because, twenty or thirty years from now I may be able to
get back into the newspaper business, if there is such a thing
then.
How are things in the old town? I get regular letters
from Esther, but there are m.ore important things to discuss, I
think, than local' news and apparently she is not up on all of
it. I have seen the Spectator a couple of times - Balfour gets
it and lets us glance at it occasionally - but of course you
can't tell what is going on in Hamilton from it, as usual.
I hope things are going weIl w,ith you, and that business
is good - and that you haven't joined the Anny yet - you
ponog - which is what the navy calls the army guy.
Apparently I missed Sweet by about a day, arriving in
Wednesday, the 12th. His convoy went before that. I sure
would have enjoyed having a few quick ones with the old
bugger.
I hope you'll understand tlhat E can't mention too many
dates or happenings, for the censorship is bloody strict here,
and the penalties are mighty drastic. Just in case you don't
think Canada is at war,·~ and sometimes I wondered about it
around March 26 and before _ you should get down here for
6.

a gander round. Right now, ITom this hotel window, I could
provide the Star with a war story that would make page onc
any day of the week. Halifax is a mighty busy port, and from
where I am sitting right now you can see the business.
For an ex-newspaperman (?) it is most discouraging.
You would love to tell all, but it would be disastrous as hell.
Jessie McTaggert of the Star is here now - in the hotel, I mean
- not with me at the present moment - and she is slowly going
nuts.
I had a quick few ones with she and Frank Knoll of A.
P. who is here also, Saturday, and they are both down at the
mouth. There's a big story breaking here shortly, and they will
be able to let their hair down, but it's just a matter of waiting,
for the English authorities won't release any data until it hap
pens. Knoll has hi,s Wjrephoto equipment here and everything,
just waiting.
Life goes on here about as usual, with the weather
slowly clearing up. We have now had two days of sunshine,
although we sleep under a couple ofbJankets every night, and
they have a fire in th.e fireplace at Admiralty House every day.
For every day in this town that you have good weather, you
can figure on three bad ones - and I do mean bad. The fog and
rain are so thick they have to shovel it off the sidewalks.
Right now 1 am nursing a peach of a cold, which threat

ens momentarily to turn into pneumonia - which is
more prevalent here than even YD, which also seems
to get around.
It's such a godforsaken town that you can't even get
a bottle or cold glass of beer. There are no beverage
rooms. If they ever use ice here it must only be for
packing fish. Admiralty House sells everything, includ
ing beer, but it is always luke warm. You can't go to a
bootlegger's, for they're all filled with sailors, and as
an officer you can't go to sucnjoints. Boy oh boy, bow
1 wish I could drop into Joe Murphy's for a couple of
quick ones right now. Nectar from the gods couldn't be
sweeter.
We are still in Gunnery School, becoming experts at
naval gunnery in three short weeks. I am doing pretty
well so far, running second in a class of 16 on the aver
age of fOUf examinations so far. Boy, am I a gunner?
But just between you and me I couldn't hit Hamilton's
City Hall with a rubber boot - standing at the front of
the door.
The grub is good here, at Admiralty House, that
is. As for Halifax, there are only two restaurants that
a respectable naval officer could go into, and they are
about on par with Joe's Lunch at 112233 Cannon S1.
East, Hamilton. So we all eat at Ad House, which is
very fine.

Well lad, drop liS a line sometime soon and give
us all the dope. Regards to Claudie, Lila, and the rest
of the gang. Tell them to drop a line to me whenever
they get a chance. The address is simply Admiralty
House, Halifax, and I will get it.
Thanks a lot for keeping in touch with Esther.
She tells me the pixs were grand, and I'm expecting to
receive them one of these days soon. Thanks again.
I won't write again untill get one from you,
so hurry it along, before I change my address and the
postage costs more.
Best of everything, lad,
Bob

Visitors To SACKVILLE

Over the Labour Day weekend, SACKVILLE was visited by a
young couple who serve in the interpretive staff of HMS Belfast,
the well-known RN cruiser moored in the Thames as a British mu
seum ship. Ngaire (a Maori name) Bushell, Belfast's Learning and
Access Officer and Nick Hewitt, Belfast's Interpretation Officer
toured SACKVILLE hosted by Sherry Richardson, who knows
Nick through the Historical Ship Society, and Jim Reddy and Pat
Jessup. The Belfast staffers were impressed with our corvette and
envious ofthe relatively free hand we enjoy with management and
use of SACKVILLE wbich contrasts somewhat with Belfast's man
agement through the Imperial War Museum. Many good ideas were
exchanged and potential trades of artifacts were discussed.
(Jim Reddy, Exeeutive Officer ofHMCS SACKVILLE)

Answer to My Ditty Bag
The first Corvette was Collingwood, built in Collingwood, and Commis
sioned 19/11/40 in Collingwood Ont.
The last was Fergus K686 Commissioned 18/11/44 also built in Collin
gwood Ont.

Crossed the Bar
Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark.
I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crossed the bar
Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809- J892

CIPR4 Frank Mckay - 2004
LCDR A.D. (Drurnmie) Gorman
The Gunnery School, HMCS STADACONNA
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ACTION STATIONS

Ship Prepares for Return to Winter Berth
The summer visitor season is rapidly coming to a close as we plan HMCS SACK
VILLE's return to HMC Dockyard for the winter. The date of the ship's move from
her summer berth at Sackville Landing depends on several factors, including weather,
particularly hurricane forecasts; visitor traffic, our ability to mount a duty watch and the
Dockyard request to have the ship available to progress maintenance work. The ship
could return to the Dockyard at short notice any time after the Thanksgiving weekend.
Speaking of the summer season, approximately 3500 payling visitors toured the ship
thus far this season. This figure does not include the Tall Shups weekend when the Tall
Ships visitor's pass was honoured on SACKVILLE through special arrangement with
the Waterfront Devdopment Corporation. During the Tall Ships weekend we had in
excess of 2000 visitors.
The Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, the Honourable Mayano Francis' introduc
tion to the Trust and HMCS SACKVILLE occurred during the Battle of the Atlantic
dinner when she was the guest of honour. At that time she expressed a desire to attend
a regular Friday trustees' luncheon in the mess. The agreed date was Friday Sept 14
and she spent more than an hour chatting and dining with the trustees. She is very en
thusiastic about SACKVILLE and the mission of the Trust and stated that she intends to
return to the ship at her earliest opportunity, dressed to explore the lower levels of the
engine and boiler rooms. She was made an honourary mess member during her visit.
The best estimate of the availability of the synchrolift for the required docking of
SACKVILLE is spring 2008. We have requested that she be docked on May 5, imme
diately following the Battle of the Atlantic weekend. This date can move either right or
left, depending on the availability of the synchrolift. Our current priority is to conduct
surveys, prioritize the work and cost and time estimates for the required work.
The number of trustees either joining as life members or converting their memberships
to life member category is most encouraging. You should also consider this option and
ponder whether it would be in your best interest to convert your membership to life
status.
Cdr (Ren'd) Wendall Brown
Conunanding Officer
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Pictured is 18 month old Emily Griffin presenting a cheque to Command
ing Officer Wendai, Brown as she becomes a member of the Ship's
Company. Emily is the daughter of Kelly Power, Director of Development
with the CNMT
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